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Theme for the 2005 IRECE Conference: "Language(s) in Childhood(s)"

This interdisciplinary conference is a forum for teachers, researchers, advocates and practitioners 
pursuing alternative perspectives in early childhood education, systems of child care and social provision, 
childhood "carework," and early childhood studies. It is an opportunity for those interested in expanding 
the boundaries/borders of their fields to participate in conversations about emerging issues, 
contradictions, and possibilities related to theory, research, policy, and praxis.

The 2005 theme recognizes that language(s) and discourse(s) function in and through communities, 
institutions, and the lives of individuals to create both possibilities and limitations for social and cultural 
recognition, the construction and representation of self, desire and action, privilege and oppression, and 
human relations and ways of being. 

"Language(s) in Childhood(s)" has many possible meanings related to those who are younger and to all 
of us.  Topics that have been included in the 2005 conference will include, but are not limited to:  
language, discourse, and power; postmonolingual perspectives; discourses of silence; linguistic and 
cultural diversity; public conversations, authority, and forms of legitimation; and language as mediator of 
ritual performance.  The presentations may also address language and discourse practices as deployed 
at the national or international level in relation to issues such as migration/immigration and globalization 
as impacting the lives of children, their families, and the early childhood community.  Finally, 
presentations will focus on language and discourse practices locally, across diversity, and intra-personally 
related to the range of on-going issues in the fields of early childhood education/care and early childhood 
studies.  

This year, the opening reception will be Sunday, October 16th in the Great Hall of the Memorial Union at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison beginning at 5 p.m.  A Pre-session on the history of the kindergarten 
in the USA and an optional tour to Watertown, Wisconsin where the first American kindergarten was 
started by Margarethe Schurz in 1856 is being planned for Sunday afternoon, October 16th.  

A second highlight of the conference will be a Tuesday evening reception on October 18th with 
roundtables following the reception on a variety of curriculum and policy issues of interest to and open to 
undergraduate and graduate students and teachers and caregivers in the Madison and neighboring 
communities, as well as all registered conference participants.  

Finally, school tours in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as well in Madison, Wisconsin for Thursday, October 20th; 
other school visits and suggested visits and cultural tours in Madison, or to Spring Green, Wisconsin, the 
home of Taliesen, Frank Lloyd Wright's original home and studio in Wisconsin are being planned for 
visitors. 

A special thank you to all participants from near and far who make this a wonderful, 
exciting, and challenging conference

Program Committee Chair: Gaile S. Cannella, Arizona State University

Host Committee Co-Chairs
Marianne Bloch, UW-Madison 
Mary Hauser, National Louis University (Milwaukee, WI) 
Jan Jipson, National Louis University (Beloit, WI) 
Gary Price, UW-Madison 
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OPENING EVENING RECEPTION AND INTRODUCTION TO THE CONFERENCE

Sunday, October 16, 2005

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. RECEPTION, Registration and Introductory Activities 
Location:  Great Hall, Memorial Union, 4th Floor, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison
800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Welcome: Conference Hosts

Jill Haglund, Department of Public Instruction
Early Childhood & Child Care Issues in Wisconsin

Dorothy Conniff, Director, Community Services, 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Introductory Program
 

8:30 p.m.— 10:00 p.m. Music for the evening: 
Clare Norelle and Book of Embraces

Monday, October 17, 2005

8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. PLENARY SESSION

Conference Welcome 8:15-8:30 Dean Julie Underwood, School of Education, UW-
Madison
Wisconsin State Lt. Governor Barbara Lawton

Location: Great Hall, Memorial Union, 2nd FL

1 When Language is the Subject:  On the Spoken and Unspoken in Children's Coming to Be

SESSION CHAIRPERSON, DISCUSSANT, and FACILITATOR
Jonathan Silin, Bankstreet College, USA

Becoming the Subject of One's Story:  Voicing the Unthought Known With Young Children
Michael O'Loughlin, Adelphi University, USA

The Language of Imperialism in Early Education:  Subjugation and the Visual Child
Richard Johnson, University of Hawai'i, USA

The Symbol, Language, and the Body:  Modes of Symbolic Expression in Young Children
Karen Lombardi, Adelphi University

Listen to What I'm Saying, Not How I Say It!  The Challenging Journey Toward Bilingualism
Esther Kogan, Adelphi University, USA

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Coffee Break-Great Hall, Memorial Union

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Choice Sessions A

2 PANEL:  What is Reconceptualizing?  (An intro session for new conference attendees)

Location: Old Madison, Memorial Union, 3rd FL East
DISCUSSION LEADER

Gina Barclay-McLaughlin, University of Tennessee, USA
PANEL MEMBERS

Elizabeth A. Ethridge, University of South Florida, USA
Melissa Freeman-Fray, University of South Florida, USA
Anne Marie Juola, University of South Florida, USA



Antionette D. Kirby, University of South Florida, USA
Susan Matoba Adler, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA
Gaile S. Cannella, Arizona State University, USA

3 Navigating Language, Power and Identity Issues with Children in Multilingual Contexts

Location: Inn Wisconsin, Memorial Union, 2nd FL
Language Resistance and Palestinian Children

Janette Habashi, Kent State University, USA
Borders and Boundaries in a Two-Way Dual Language Program:  A Teacher's Perspective

Tamara Fuster, Arizona State University, USA
Parents' Perspectives on Children's Language Learning Experiences

Kathy Nakagawa, Arizona State University, USA
Luis Fernandez, Grinnell College, USA

Tensions and Delemmas in Language Research with Children
Beth Blue Swadener, Arizona State University, USA

4 How Languaging and Textualizing Makes a Difference:  Poststructural and Genealogical 
Studies and Practices

Location: Class of 24 Reception Room, Memorial Union, 4th FL 
Is the Power to See and Visualize Always the Power to Control?

Gunilla Dahlberg, Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN
Marianne Bloch, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

Language in Childhood as an A-Signifying Trigger of New Events
Liselott Borgnon, Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN

Writing and "Languaging" Your Subjectivity ANEW as Student and Teacher in Early 
Childhood Teacher Education

Hellevi Lenz Taguchi, Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN
The End of (Professional Motherhood?  A Genealogic Study of the New Pre-School Teacher 
in Sweden in the 1970s

Kajsa Orlander, Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN
Becoming a "Math-Person" - Identity and Gender in Preschooling and Schooling

Anna Palmer, Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN

5 Children's Voices

Location: Capital View, Memorial Union, 4th FL
Troubling the ‘Silencing’ of Children with Ethnic Minority Background

Karin Elise Fajersson, Oslo University College, NORWAY
Understanding Superhero Play Through Multiple Perspectives

Jeanne Galbraith, The Ohio State University, USA
Democracy and Early Education: Listening to the Voices of Children in Swedish Early 
Childhood Education Settings

Leigh M O’Brien, Montclair State University, USA

12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. LUNCH
Location: Tripp Commons, 2nd floor, Memorial 
Union

1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Choice Sessions B



6 Free Discussion Room

Location: Langdon Room, Memorial Union, 4th FL
Free space for free topic discussion as participants choose

7 Language Complexities

Location: Old Madison, Memorial Union, 3rd FL East
Exploring Differing Discourses Describing Language Learning and Teaching in Young 
Children

Dory Lightfoot, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA
Ji Qui, Utsonomiya University

Researching Languages and Childhoods: Methodologies in Soto and Swadener (2005)
Jeanette Rhedding-Jones, Oslo University College, NORWAY

Disintegrating Bilingualism
Kellie Rolstad, Arizona State University, USA

Language Ideology and Language Use in a Dual Language First Grade
Dinah Volk, Cleveland State University, USA

Taking Into Account Things Children "Say"
Liane Mozère, Université de Metz, FRANCE

8 Constructing a Modernized/Colonized Child through English Education in Taiwan

Location: The Capitol View, Memorial Union, 4th FL
English Education as a New Tactic of Re-Colonization:  Troubling the Contemporary 
National Imaginary in Taiwan

I-Fang Lee, University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA
"I am serious. No kidding!" - How Local Schools Take English Education in Action in 
Taiwan?

Chia-Wen Hsieh, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
English Teacher Policy in Taiwan:  A Struggle Between the Demands of Imported English 
Native-Speaking Teachers and the Employment of Local Non-Native-Speaking Teachers

Hui-Hsuan Chen, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Action Research to Combine an English Program and an Early Childhood Education Program 
in Taiwan

Li Tsung Wen Kuo, Nation Taitung University, TAIWAN
What Are We Loosing Through Early English Education in Taiwan:  Is Learning English 
That Important for Young Children?

Chao-Ling Tseng, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

9 Critical Narratives of Subject Formation

Location: Inn Wisconsin, Memorial Union, 2nd FL
Let's Play:  Pleasure, Identity and Meaning Making  Through Material Culture in the Art 
Room

Amy Lynn Pfeiler-Wunder, University of Iowa, USA
Autism and Art: A Counternarrative

Rahila Weed, The University of Iowa, USA
Rotten Apples – or Metaphors of Subject Formation

Derek Bunyard, University of Winchester, ENGLAND
A Plea for Madness in a Time of Sanity

Gail Boldt, University of Iowa, USA

10 Childhood, Power, & Identities

Location: Class of 24 Reception Room, Memorial Union, 4th FL



"Renegade the Funk Funk ": Children’s Talk About Power and Agency in SAGE Classrooms
Beth Graue, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Denise Oen, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

A Rhizoanalysis of Preschool Children’s Constructions of Cultural and ‘Racial’ Diversity.
Glenda MacNaughton, The University of Melbourne, AUSTRALIA
Kylie Smith, The University of Melbourne, AUSTRALIA
Karina Davis, The University of Melbourne, AUSRALIA

Girls in Power: Challenging Patriarchy on the Playground
Candra D. Thornton, Auburn University, USA

"I am not an American Girl": Patriotism and the Discursive Construction of Childhood 
Identities

Karen E. Wohlwend, The University of Iowa, USA

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Coffee Break-Great Hall, Memorial Union

3:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. PLENARY SESSION-Great Hall, Memorial Union

11 Research Epistemologies & Methodologies

Location: Tripp Commons, Memorial Union, 2nd FL
CHAIRPERSON and DISCUSSION FACILITATOR

Mary Benson McMullen, Indiana University, USA
Constructing decolonizing methodologies. Searching (and researching)

Camilla Eline Andersen, Oslo University College, NORWAY
Questioning Decolonizing Research Methodology

Ann Merete Otterstad, Oslo University, NORWAY
Marcela Montserrat Fonseca Bustos, Oslo University, NORWAY

Childhood Studies and Revolutionary Postmodern Mestizaje: Merging Possibilities
Cinthya M Saavedra, Texas A&M University, USA
Ellen Demas, Northern Arizona University, USA

The Hopes of Progress and the Fear of the Dangerous:  Paradigms of Reform Research as 
Cultural Theses of Modes of Living

Thomas S. Popkewitz, University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA

Monday Evening – Free Time 
Restaurant suggestions on or near State Street to be provided 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005

8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. PLENARY SESSION-Great Hall, Memorial Union, 4th floor

12 Academics as/of Diaspora:  Changing Our Education Discourses

Location: Great Hall, Memorial Union, 4th FL
CHAIRPERSON and DISCUSSION FACILITATOR

Caryn Park, University of Washington, USA
Social, Action, Projects:  What is the Justice of the Social Action Project?

Janice Kroeger, Kent State University, USA
Martha Lash, Kent State University, USA

Rueben's Fall:  "Intellectualizing" Moral Agency and Power Relationships
Richard Ambrose, Kent State University, USA
Sheri Leafgren, Kent State University, USA

Discourses of the Good Early Childhood Educator:  Reproducing Marginality or Working 
Toward Social Change

Rachel Langford, George Brown College, CANADA
Postcolonial Theory and the Practice of Teacher Education

Radhika Viruru, Texas A&M University, USA
Mixing Our Metaphors



Jenny Ritchie, University of Waikato, NEW ZEALAND
Indigenous Metaphors of the Heart:  Transformative Praxis in Early Childhood Education in 
Aotearoa, Privileging Maori Women's Educator's Voices

Cheryl Rau, University of Waikato, NEW ZEALAND

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Coffee Break, Great Hall, Memorial Union

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Choice Sessions C

13 PANEL - Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, 
Germany, the U.K. and the U.S.A.

Location: Class of ’24 Reception Room Old Madison, Memorial Union, 4th Floor
PANEL MEMBERS

Jennifer Adair, Arizona State University, USA
Gilles Brougere, University of Paris, FRANCE
Dalvir Gill, University of Worcester, ENGLAND
Fikriye Kurban, Arizona State University, USA
Lirio Patton, Arizona State University, USA
Christa Preissing, Free University Berlin, GERMANY
Annika Sulzer, Free university Berlin, GERMANY
Joseph Tobin, Arizona State University, USA

14 PANEL -The Language of Peace in Early Childhood Teacher Education:  A critical 
Possibility

Location: Old Madison, Memorial Union, 3rd FL East
Understanding the Language of Peace

Luda Bryzzheva, Adelphi University, USA
Cyprus:  A Divided Island

Ozlem Zabitgil, Pennsylvania State University, USA
The Role of Early Childhood Teacher Education

Lourdes Diaz Soto, University of Texas-Austin, USA

15 Teacher Education

Location: Inn Wisconsin, Memorial Union, 2nd FL
The Paradoxical Discourses of Community, Care and Identity in Teacher Education

Cary Buzelli, Indiana University, USA
Bill Johnston, Indiana University, USA

What’s Talked About? Exclusion, Invisibility and Possibility
Betsy Cahill, New Mexico State University, USA
Racherl Theilheimer, Borough of Manhattan Community College, USA

Wondering and Imagining: Reconceptualizing the Language of Teacher Education and 
Professional Development

Jeanne Marie Iorio, Teachers College, USA
Deborah Anderson, Teachers College, USA

(Post)modern teachers’ constructivist cosmopolitan selves:
Everyone wants a take/something’s got to give

Suzanne M Flannery Quinn, University of South Florida, USA
Teaching the taboo.  

Bill Ayers, University of Illinois-Chicago Circle

16 Care & Education Workers

Location: The Capitol View, Memorial Union, 4th FL
"Tell her how you feel":  The Feelings of Children - What About the Emotions of Caregivers?



Enid Eliot, Independent Scholar, CANADA
Reading the Room:  Multiple Literacies of Para-Professionals in a Progressive "autonomy 
zoned" NYC Public School.

Vicki Garavuso, City College, CUNY, USA
Class Difference Issues: Child Care Teachers and Child Care Children

Marjorie Goldsmith, Rockefeller University, USA
Jennifer Gilken, Rockefeller University, USA

Baby Talk: How Infants and Caregivers Co-Construct Meaning in the Context of Daily Life 
in an Infant Classroom

Susan L Recchia, Teachers College, Columbia University, USA

17 EC & Discourses of Special Education

Location: Langdon Room, Memorial Union, 4th FL
A Critique of the United Nations’ Policies, Legislations, and Provisions: Crucial 
Issues in Early Childhood Special Education Across Different Nations

Aysegul Ciyer, Arizona State University, USA
(Dis)ability and Classroom Discourse

Maria Molnar, Teacher College,  Columbia University, USA
Heeral Mehta-Parekh, Teacher College,Columbia University, USA

Discourse Analysis Reconceptualising Education of the Minority Children
Joron Pihl, Oslo University College, NORWAY

Diversity, Social Justice, and Voice in Early Childhood Special Education:  Using 
Relationship-Based Models of Teaching to Support the Development of a Shared Language of 
Possibility

Tricia Giovacco Johnson, Montclair State University, USA

12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. LUNCH
Location: Great Hall, Memorial Union, 4th FL

1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Choice Sessions D

18 Border Childhoods and Reproduction of the Established Order

Location: Old Madison, MU, 3rd FL East
Session Chairperson & Discussion Facilitator:  Michelle R. Hughes, Arizona State University, 

USA
Decolonizing Schooling:  Struggling with "the British Model" in Rural Kenya

Maylan Dunn, Northern Illinois University, USA
Moses Mutuku, Northern Illinois University,USA
Randi Wolfe, Northern Illinois University, USA

Dismantling the Imperialist Discourse Shadowing Mexican Immigrant Children
Lisa Miller, Arizona State University, USA

Racialized Discourses in Early Childhood:  A Critical Analysis of Policies
Veronica Pacini-Ketchabaw, University of Victoria, CANADA
Jan White, University of Victoria, CANANA
Ana-Elisa Armstrong de Almeida, University of Victoria, CANADA

The Best of Intentions?  A Critique of Early Childhood Programs for French Immigrant 
Children

Gay Wilgus, City College of the City University of NY, USA
Visible Victims & Heroes Versus Invisible Oppression:  Postcoloniality, Globalization, and 
Capitalism at a Mexico/US Border School

Araceli Rivas, Texas A&M University, USA

19 Language, Literacy, & Politics

Location: Inn Wisconsin, Memorial Union, 2nd FL
Literacy Reform: What Happens When Teachers Lead Change?



Gina Barclay-McLaughlin, University of Tennessee, USA
Elizabeth Toth, Sarah Moore Greene Elementary School, USA

Discourses of literacy at home and in school: Challenges to the teaching of literacy in an inner 
city school in Oslo

Aslaug Andreassen Becher 
Helene Valvatne 

Ethical Aspects Challenging Language(s) in Childhood(s): Politics of Ethics or Ethics of 
Politics?

Einar Juell, Union of Education, NORWAY
Exploring the Multiple Languages of Millennial Youth Through Anime Culture

Mary K Thompson, University at Buffalo, USA

20 Practical Transformations and Transformational Practices:  Globalization, 
Postmodernsim, and Early Childhood Education

Location: Class of 24 Reception Room, Memorial Union, 4th FL
Neoliberalism, Standardization, and Diversity

Susan Grieshaber, Queensland University of Technology, AUSTRALIA
Voices at the Table:  An Analysis of Collaboration in the Policy Process for a Local Preschool 
Initiative

Lucinda Heimer, University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA
Teaching Notes

Felicity McArdle, Queensland University of Technology, AUSTRALIA
Challenging the Culture of Expertise:  Moving Beyond Training the Always, Already Failing 
Early Childhood Educator

Sue Novinger, SUNY, Brockport, USA
Transforming Ideas and Practices

Sharon Ryan, Rutgers University, USA

21 Kindergarten Education in Korea and Chile:  Local and Global Contributions 
toCurriculum Building

Location: Langdon Room, Memorial Union, 4th FL
Good Books for Whose Children? : Western Colonialism, Cultural Narratives of Childhood, 
and Discourses of Good Books for Children of Korean Adults

Hyun-Jean Yi, Arizona State University, USA
The Field of Korean Early Childhood Eduction and Child Care Policy as a Site of Struggle

Ko Eun Kim, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Postcolonialism and Kindergarten Curriculum in Korea

Kyung Eun Jahng, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
The Teaching of English in a Chilean Kindergarten Classroom:  The Case of Escuela 
Alemana in Paillaco-Chile

Alejandro Azocar, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Coffee Break, Great Hall, Memorial Union

3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. Choice Sessions E

22 Performance & Healing

Location: The Capitol View, Memorial Union, 4th FL
“He’s so queer, he probably sits down to pee”:  A Performance Piece

Don Halquist, SUNY, Brockport, USA
The Language of Breath and Energy Work: Clean Little Secrets about Grounding, Releasing, 
and Calming

Nancy Meltzoff, Pacific University, USA



23 Free Discussion Room

Location: Class of ’24 Reception Room, 4th FL
Free space for free topic discussion as participants choose

24 First Thought  Reconceptualizations A

Roundtables
Location: Old Madison, Memorial Union, 3rd FL East
Table 1
The Social Construction of Emotional Themes in Young Children’s Oral and Written 
Narratives.

Samatra D. Madrid, Ohio State University, USA
Mary Jo SanGregory, Heidelberg College, USA
Lori E. Grine, Heidelberg College, USA

Table 2
Reconceptualizing Development of Written Genres in Preschool Children’s Narratives

MinJeong Kim, Ohio State University, USA
Laurie Katz, Ohio State University, USA
George Newel, Ohio State University, USA

Table 3
Bilingual Children’s Perceptions Toward Languages- Through the Lens of their Cultural 
Identities

Motoko Abe (Fujiu), Fukuoka Jo Gakuin University, JAPAN
Table 4
Learning to be an Advocate: Negotiating Language and Culture with American Schools for a 
Japanese Boy with Special Needs and His Family.

Chiharu H. Uchida, Ohio State University, USA
Table 5
Bicultural Childrearing in Latino Immigrant Families

Lynet Uttal, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Bridget Mouchon, University of Wisconsin- Madison, USA

25 First Thought Reconceptualizations B

Rountables
Location: Inn Wisconsin, Memorial Union, 2nd FL
Table 1
Ideas of the Inbetween Explored Through Wordless but Pivotal Times with Implications for 
Early Childhood Practice

Cynthia à Beckett, University of New England, AUSTRALIA
Table 2
"I will do as grownups do!"  - Empowering Children’s Voices

Anc-hi Lin, Arizona State University, USA

Table 3
Children’s Use and Learning of Korean Language in a Korean Language School in the United 
States

Eun A Kim, University of Texas-Austin, USA
Table 4
Envisioning the Child Through Millennial Eyes:  A Sociolinguistic Analysis of Young 
Women's Narratives on Childhood

Heidi L. Hallman, University of Wisconsin- Madison, USA
Amy S. Johnson, University of  Wisconsin-Madison, USA

Table 5
Reconceptualizing the Non-verbal: Understandings of the Language of the Youngest Children 
in Early Childhood Education and Care in Contemporary Norway.

Nina Johannesen, Oslo University College, NORWAY

Table 6



Whose Language(s) Are They Learning? Korean/English Immigrant Children’s Identity 
Struggle in Bilingual Development

Hyu-Yong Park, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

Tuesday Evening 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. RECEPTION
Sponsored by UW-Madison Parent Support and Education Program within the Office of 
Campus Child Care and Family Resources (Open to Host Institution Students, Student 
Parents, Child Care/Teaching Community, All Conference Participants)

Location: Alumni Lounge, Pyle Center
702 Langdon Street
Madison, WI 53706 (near lake)

Welcome: Bernice Durand, Associate Vice-Chancellor for Diversity 
and Climate, Office of the Provost, UW-Madison  
Lynn Edlefson, Director, Director
UW Office of Child Care and Family Resources

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Reconceptionalizing the Practice of Childhood 
Education:  Diversity and Curriculum 
(Teacher/Researcher Roundtables)

Location:  Main Dining, Pyle Center, 702 Langdon St., 1st FL
Table 1
Diane Adams, University of Wisconsin Extension
Wisconsin Child Care Research Partnership:  Update on the Wisconsin Child Care 
Workforce

Table 2
Rubina Azhar, South Texas College
Diversify and Enrich Early Childhood Curriculum for Intercultural Understanding. 

Table 3
Elena Bodrova, Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL),Aurora, Colorado; 
Research Fellow at the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER).
What is Quality Pre-Kindergarten:  A Vygotskian Perspective

Table 4
Catherine Compton-Lilly, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, USA
Bringing Stories Home:  Parents Reading with Children in GED Families

Table 5
Nancy Donahue, Preschool of the Arts, Madison, WI
Reggio Emilia, Progressivism, and Social Constructivism

Table 6
Robin Fox, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Can I Scratch Off "Mom's Name" and Write "Other Dad"?:  Early Childhood 
Educators' Responses to Working with Parents who are Lesbian and Gay in Rural 
Settings

Table 7 Malika Guend, Jenny Lee, Preschool Lab, Madison, WI
Attachment Groupings for Infant-Toddler Care-Pro or Con?

Table 8
Carol Keintz, Associate Director, Dane County Parent Council, Inc., Madison, WI
Linda Benzschawel, Child Education and Development Director, Madison, WI
Donna Jost, Child Health and Development Director, Madison, WI
Kate Linscott, Child Development Director, Madison, WI



Federal High-Stakes Testing in Head Start for Four Year Olds May Not be the Best 
Assessment:  The National Rating Scale

Table 9
Linda Jagielo, University of Wisconsin-River Side
Head Start teachers' perspectives of the influences upon their teaching: 
What they see and what they don't.

Table 10
Sarah Jegier, Greenfield School District 
Centered on the Child: Using Centers effectively in the Kindergarten Classroom.

Table 11
Deirdre Lafford, Milwaukee Public Schools 
There has to be a better way: Literature-based reading instruction in a first grade 
classroom

Table 12
Fay Maas, University of Minnesota 
Jeffrey Maas, Sandberg Elementary School, Madison, WI
Cognition, Children and Complexity Theory: Creating a New Discourse for Early 
Childhood Educators

Table 13
Dana Prager, Madison, Wi.
Towards a Spiritual and Aesthetic Vision of Early Childhood Education

Table 14
Liliana Patricia Saldana, University of Wisconsin
Hablando Spanish, English and Tejano:  The Language Ideologies and Practices of 
Chicano Teachers 

Table 15
Simone Schweber,  University of Wisconsin
"What happened to their pets?”: Third graders encounter the Holocaust

Table 16
Kirsten Strom, Waukesha School District 
Parent and Child Mondays: Empowering Parents to be active in their children's 
learning. 

Table 17
Karen Tardrew, National Louis University
Teacher Self Study: Finding Meaning Through Connections

Table 18
Edd V. Taylor, University of Wisconsin-Madison
The Mathematics of Children’s Currency Exchange: A Socio-cultural Approach to 
Early Childhood Education

Interdisciplinary Studies Teachers
National Louis University, Beloit, Wisconsin

Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Practice: Voices from the Schools

Table 19
Discussion 1: Doing Integrated Curriculum in an Age of Standards and Assessment
Shannon Guetschow, Clinton Elementary School, Clinton. WI
Jeffrey Halverson, Jefferson School, Janesville, W
Lindsey Thiemann, Madison Public SchoolsTable 18



Table 20
Discussion 2: Issues for English Language Learners in Southern Wisconsin Schools
Kathy Crandall, Wilson School, Janesville, WI 
Erin Murphy, Wilson School, Janesville, WI
Jamie Olin, Lincoln School, Janesville, WI

Table 21
Discussion 3: Kindergartners and their Parents
Brooke Ferger, Cunningham School, Beloit, WI
Sarah Kehrberg, Wright School, Beloit, WI
Melea Renk, Lakeview School, Madison, WI
Lisa Stenavich, Wright School, Beloit, WI

Table 22
Discussion 4:  Tribes- A Critical Perspective on Classroom Comunity
Andrea Dunmore, Jackson School, Janesville, WI
Pam Lietz, Monroe School, Janesville, WI
Margie Mau, Lincoln School, Janesville, WI

Table 23
Discussion 5:  Survivors – The New Elementary Physical Education
Jason Desormeau, Wilson School, Janesville, WI
Nicole Miller, Franklin School, Janesville, WI
Brenda Wenzel, Lincoln School, Janesville, WI

Wednesday, October 19, 2005

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

26 PANEL:  Publishing Reconceptualist Work

Location: Room 313, Pyle Center
DISCUSSION LEADER

Marie Da Costa, Institute of Education, London, UK
PANEL MEMBERS

Marianne Bloch, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Gunilla Dahlberg, Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN
Susan Grieshaber, Queensland University of Technology, AUSTRALIA

Janice Jipson, National-Louis University, USA
Glenda MacNaughton, The University of Melbourne, AUSTRALIA
Joseph Tobin, Arizona State University, USA

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Choice Sessions F

27 EC Policy in Diverse Locations

Location: Room 112, Pyle Center
Necessitating Failure Through Policy

Christopher Brown, University of Texas-Austin, USA
Rules, Judgements and Everyday Life :Ethics and Morals as Regulators of Poor Children and 
Their Parents at the End of the Nineteenth Century in Sweden.

Kerstin Holmlund, Umea University,SWEDEN
Negotiations & Conflicts: A Pilot Study of Policy in Practice in a Local Head Start

Mark Nagasawa, Arizona State University, USA
Genealogy of Language(s) of Early Years Education and Care Policies in 
England:Inspections, Governmentality, and the "New" English Child

Ruth L. Peach, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Discourse and Practice of No Child Left Behind



Soo Jung Lee, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

28 Reconceptualizing Second Language Teaching in Early Childhood Education: Research, 
Theory and Practice

Location: Room 317, Pyle Center
Enhancing Cultural Understanding and Toberance in School Communities

Denise Hanson, Madison Metropolitan School District, WI, USA
Inclusive FLES:  Ensuring Spanish Language Learning for Students with Special Needs

Kim Kasperbauer, Madison Metropolitan School Districe, WI, USA
Socio-cultural Critical Perspectives in Training Student Teachers to Tech/Learn a Second 
Language

Elizabeth C. Miranda, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA
Languages in Childhood:  Alternative Perspectives, Experiences and Cautions

Francois Tochon, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

29 Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Discourses

Location: Room 217, Pyle Center
Reconceptualising Understanding About the Discourses of Infants and Toddlers.

Karen Noble, Griffith University, AUSTRALIA
Kym Macfarlane, Griffith University, AUSTRALIA
Jennifer Cartmel, Griffith University, AUSTRALIA

Deconstructing Professionalism in Early Childhood Education: Resisting the Regulatory Gaze
Jayne Osgood, London Metropolitan University, UK

Reconceptualizing the concept  of equality in pre-school: Language(s) and movements.
Nina Rossholt, Oslo University College, NORWAY

From Child Mortality to Children’s Rights: Education and Research as Technologies to 
Individualize the Social.

Michel Vandenbroeck, Ghent University, BELGIUM

30 Diverse Personal & Professional Stories

Location: Room 313, Pyle Center
Slow School: A Year at Home with Isabelle

Chelsea Bailey, New York University, USA
"My child is socially active enough so I won’t send her to kindergarten": Factors in Turkish 
Parents’ Kindergarten Enrollment Decisions.

Meral Besken Ergisi, Arizona State Univerity, USA
Theory as Story: Challenging the Narratives of Personal Practice

Diti Hill, University of Auckland, NEW ZEALAND
Managing Conflicting Interpretations of Qualitative Data:  Methodological and Ethical 
Challenges Facing Early Childhood Researchers Working with Classroom Teachers

Lisa S. Goldstein, University of Texas- Austin, USA
Mi-Hwa Park, University of Texas-Austin, USA

"White Wog":  Working the Ruins of Playground Epistemologies of an Australian Early 
Childhood Researcher

Miriam Giugni, University of Melbourne, AUS

10:30 a.m.—10:45 p.m.         COFFEE BREAK

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. PLENARY SESSION

Future Directions for Reconceptualizing:  A
Discussion

Location:  Room 313, Pyle Center

DISCUSSION LEADERS



Gina Barclay-McLaughlin, University of Tennessee, USA
Gaile S. Cannella, Arizona State University, USA

12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. LUNCH
Location:  Pyle Center 313 Pyle Center

1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Business Meeting/Planning 2006 Conference
(all participants welcome)

Location: Room 313, Pyle Center

SEE YOU AT THE 2006 CONFERENCE!



Appendix A
Reviewed Participant and Paper Abstracts

Abe (Fujiu), Motoko
Fukuoka Jo Gakuin University, JAPAN, mfujiu@yahoo.co.jp

Bilingual Children’s Perceptions Toward Languages- Through the Lens of their Cultural Identities
This session presents three case studies of English-Japanese bilingual children in NYC from 2003 to 2005 to 
investigate their perceptions toward languages across time and space.  In order to capture their constantly 
changing identity construction processes, a metaphor of ‘water ripples’, of which languages are embedded in 
the ‘water’, is employed.

Adair, Jennifer
Arizona State University, USA, Jennifer.Adair@asu.edu

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Adler, Susan Matoba
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA, smadler@uiuc.edu

What is Reconceptualizing?

Ambrose, Richard
Kent State University, USA, rambrose@kent.edu

Leafgren, Sheri
Kent State University, USA, sleafgre@kent.edu

Rueben's Fall:  "Intellectualizing" Moral Agency and Power Relationships
Countless student(s)-teacher interactions occur throughout a school day that provide opportunity to sensitize 
children and teachers to the caring, relational trust building, and classroom community valuing, necessary to 
promote learning and living for principled beliefs and actions.  Traditional guidance & disciplinary “structures” 
and “strategies” have incorporated habit and coercion (by emphasizing both consequences/punishment and 
praise/rewards) that “manipulate” children to become compliant citizens of the classroom and provide 
principled ways of thinking and behaving for the “wrong” reasons—avoiding punishment and gaining rewards.  
“Reuben’s Fall” is an example of a behavioral episode, occurring in the teaching experience of one of the 
authors.  The episode is constructed as a narrative for preservice teachers to examine critically from a 
multiperspective position that provides opportunity to confront traditional school behavioral expectations and 
challenges ideas of power, manipulation, caring, justice, responsibility, respect and the intellectual stance of 
moral agency.  Through deliberative inquiry and dialogic engagement, preservice teachers “confront” their own 
and others’ beliefs that have shaped their nascent teacher professional identity and provide opportunity for 
cognitive confirmation and dissonance, resulting in both recognizing the complexity and ambiguity of teacher 
decision-making and student(s)-teacher interactions.  Reflections upon the use of this specific narrative, with 
preservice teachers, to promote intellectual engagement of moral agency purposes will be discussed.

Andersen, Camilla Eline
Oslo University College, NORWAY, Camilla.Andersen@lu.hio.no

Constructing decolonizing methodologies. Searching (and researching)
This paper involves looking at languages and discourses in praxis and academia. It focuses on language(s), 
discourse(s) and methodologie(s) linked to researching in a multilingual and cultural diverse day care centre in 
Norway. It questions what decolonizing methodologies might be and asks how these might relate to languages 
and discourses.

Ayers, Bill



Teaching The Taboo

Azocar, Alejandro
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, saazocar@wisc.edu

The Teaching of English in a Chilean Kindergarten Classroom:  The Case of Escuela Alemana in 
Paillaco-Chile
Current encouragement for the teaching of English since kindergarten has produced changes in the curriculum 
and also in the way that resources are funneled into schools.  This paper will analyze how a K-8 public school in 
Southern Chile has "used" English as a tool to obtain extra funds from the private sector.

Bailey, Chelsea
New York University, USA, Chelsea.bailey@nyu.edu

Slow School: A Year at Home with Isabelle
Recounting of a year of “unschooling” with my nine-year-old daughter, this paper describes my confrontation 
the limitations of the epistemological assumptions of education theory and offers an intimate view of human 
interaction and learning that emerges from the practice of “presence” and calls for a vision of “slow” teaching 
and learning in and out of schools.

Barclay-McLaughlin, Gina
University of Tennessee, USA, gmclaugh@utk.edu

Toth, Elizabeth
Sarah Moore Greene Elementary School, USA, inus@esper.com

Literacy Reform: What Happens When Teachers Lead Change?
This paper is a story of power, commitment, and grassroots resistance led by educators challenging their school 
system for an alternative form of literacy instruction.  Their movement generates hope and buffers challenges 
for teachers serving a predominantly African American community characterized by conditions of poverty, 
racism, and other inequities.

Becher, Aslaug Andreassen
Valvatne, Helene
Discourses of literacy at home and in school: challenges to the teaching of literacy in an inner city school 
in Oslo
This presentation deals with adult discourses of literacy that minority children in an inner city school in Oslo 
meet at home and in school. Ethnic Norwegian teachers, minority teachers and parents represent different 
discourses. We want to explore ways of reconceptualizing literacy teaching in multilingual/multicultural 
contexts.

Beckett, Cynthia à
University of New England, AUSTRALIA, abeckett@metz.une.edu.au

Ideas of the Inbetween Explored Through Wordless but Pivotal Times with Implications for Early 
Childhood Practice
Language, communication and thinking skills are explained as part of social exchange. While all this is valued 
it is wordless vital moments that can be pivotal as they allow relations to form. An awareness of such moments 
explained through the inbetween can help enliven current practice in early childhood settings.

Besken Ergisi, Meral
Arizona State Univerity, USA, meral.beskenergisi@asu.edu

"My child is socially active enough so I won’t send her to kindergarten": Factors in Turkish Parents’ 
Kindergarten Enrollment Decisions.
This exploratory study utilized a qualitative design with data were collected through semi-structured interviews 
with twelve mothers. Factors influencing Turkish mothers during decision making concerning their children’s 
kindergarten education were derived from the data.  The data also conveyed mothers’ knowledge and beliefs 
about kindergarten education.

Boldt, Gail



University of Iowa, USA, gail-boldt@uiowa.edu
A Plea for Madness in a Time of Sanity
In this paper, I will raise questions about the extent to which post-structuralism has failed to escape its own 
history of rationality.  Looking to Britzman, to Foucault’s late work (1977b, 1984a), to Rose (2004) and to 
Delueze and Guattari (1987), I will ask how my own commitments to deconstructing and reconceptualizing 
early childhood may have functioned, at least in part, to delimit and tame what stories  -- what languages of 
childhood -- I could know and say, and therefore what I could conceive of as worthwhile practices.   My goal 
will be to explore the question, “What is left of teaching, of parenting, indeed, of theorizing, if we abandon our 
commitments to enlightenment and consciousness raising?”  I will argue that in this hyper-rationalistic time in 
education, we need a way to tell wild stories, to conceptualise teaching and parenting as madness (Salvio, 
2005), and to look for paths to conceptualise our tasks as political acts of hospitality, love, and reparation 
(Britzman forthcoming; Klein, 2002).

Borgnon, Liselotte
Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN, lborgnon@yahoo.se

Language in Childhood as an A-Signifying Trigger of New Events
The session experiments with the notion of language as signifier of meaning in the construction of identity, by 
using the Deleuzian/Guattarian notion of language and identity together with experiences from pre-school 
practices in Sweden, where transformations concerning the notion of the identity of the learning pre-school 
child take place.

Brougere, Gilles
University of Paris, FRANCE, brougere@noos.fr

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Brown, Christopher
University of Texas-Austin, USA, cpbrown@mail.utexas.edu

Necessitating Failure Through Policy
Using Varenne and McDermott’s (1998) concept of successful failure, I examine how policymakers, 
stakeholders, and the United States’ education establishment intentionally stratify the child as a success or 
failure through promotion policies.  I then consider why the education system necessitates such failure and what 
structural alternatives can be pursued to eliminate this dependency for failure in the education of the child.

Bryzzheva, Luda
Adelphi University, USA, bryzzheva@adelphi.edu

Understanding the Language of Peace
Peace rings out in the language we speak, in the values we uphold; it shines in the eyes with which we measure 
other people. Messages of peace are infused in the spirit with which we are cooing back to our children and 
children pick up our messages purposefully woven into or naively entangled in our child directed efforts at 
bringing them up to be better human beings. It is what we call the unavoidable content in anything we say or do. 
Will our children be swaddled in the soft fabric of peace and carry the message forward or will they learn to 
silence the love with which they are born (the Dalai-Lama, 1999 and all the major religions that state that 
people are born to love)?  To make the discussion productive I will add to the above rhetorical questionanother 
simple question that requires a complex answer. Before we can talkabout teaching the Language of Peace there 
is a need to define it. What elements (verbal and non-verbal) does the Language of Peace comprise? By 
answering this question I will begin toconceptualize the Language of Peace.

Bunyard, Derek
University of Winchester, ENGLAND, Derek.Bunyard@winchester.ac.uk

Rotten Apples - or Metaphors of Subject Formation
The paper will consider the contribution to our understanding of subjectivity in general, and desire in particular, 
that may still be extracted from psychoanalytic accounts of autism such as Bettelheim’s – given the 
contemporary predisposition to genetic and medical explanations.  Two texts in the Constructivist tradition will 
be referenced in responding to this question: Donald Spence’s 1984 text, Narrative Truth and Historical Truth: 
meaning and Interpretation in Psychoanalysis, and Richard Moore’s 1999 review of the field, The Creation of 



Reality in Psychoanalysis.   Both will be used to offer an assessment of what ‘better stories’ might mean in 
relation to early childhood studies.

Buzelli, Cary
Indiana University, USA, cbuzzell@indiana.edu

Johnston, Bill
Indiana University, USA, billj@indiana.edu

The Paradoxical Discourses of Community, Care and Identity in Teacher Education
Community is one of the most talked about educational constructs.  There are discourses about ‘communities of 
learners’, communities of practice’ and communities of teachers’.  Yet, community has received little if any 
critical attention.  This presentation will examine the paradoxical relationships among the discourses of 
community, identity and caring and their implications for teachers and students in teacher education.

Cahill, Betsy
New Mexico State University, USA, bcahill@nmsu.edu

Theilheimer, Racherl
Borough of Manhattan Community College, USA, rtheilheimer@bmcc.cuny.edu

What’s Talked About? Exclusion, Invisibility and Possibility
Three questions: 1) What is talked about? 2) Who is talking? 3) What might it mean for all the participants in 
the early childhood teacher education classroom? will guide discussion of how instructors and students 
challenge heteronormativity or make gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered sexualities invisible in early 
childhood teacher education classrooms.

Chen, Hui-Hsuan
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, huihsuanchen@wisc.edu

English Teacher Policy in Taiwan:  A Struggle Between the Demands of Imported English Native-
Speaking Teachers and the Employment of Local Non-Native-Speaking Teachers
This paper discusses Taiwan’s present trend of teaching English in elementary schools with a specific focus on 
how Taiwanese government responds to such a policy shift in language learning and its corresponding 
challenge for recruiting new qualified English teachers. With the introduction of advancing English education 
from the grade 7 to an earlier stage, grade 5, there immediately came with an urgent issue of staffing policy. 
However, through the lens of preparing and recruiting new English teachers in this move of English education, 
this paper finds that there appears no common consensus regarding who shall be best qualified for teaching. 
Accordingly, the staffing policy swings between the imports of English native-speaking teachers and the 
employment of local non-native-speaking teachers. While several higher education institutes start to cater to the 
needs of preparing new English language teachers, the imports of native English-speaking teachers are still 
favored by parents and schools. The differences do not only surface from the material compensation, such as 
pay scheme and reward policy, but also come from a rooted assumption. Such assumption entails the pursuit of 
orthodox English in terms of instruction conducted by native speakers. By further reviewing such a contrast 
between these two solutions, this paper will assert that English teacher policy is never a responsive task for 
recruitments, but an arena with various competing discourses on teacher quality/professionalism as multiple 
actors struggle to become “professional and well qualified” English teachers.

Ciyer, Aysegul
Arizona State University, USA, aysegul.ciyer@asu.edu

A Critique of the United Nations’ Policies, Legislations, and Provisions: Crucial 
Issues in Early Childhood Special Education Across Different Nations
This paper reviews the present situation in early childhood special education from United Nation’s point of 
view, critiques UN’s policies, legislations, provisions, and their international consultations. The paper is also 
intended to discuss several key issues in early childhood special education, such as, the appropriateness of 
standardizing terms and concepts in early childhood special education and setting the same global future goals 
for all nations.

Compton-Lilly, Catherine
University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA, Carlychris@aol.com

Bringing Stories Home:  Parents Reading with Children in GED Families
This interactive session will explore how young children, their teachers, and GED parents describe reading at 
home.  It will examine how families’ understandings of reading events concur and contradict with official 
school discourses about home reading. Interviews and/or videotapes of children, their teachers, and GED 
parents will be referenced.



Dahlberg, Gunilla
Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN, gunilla.dahlberg@lhs.se

Bloch, Marianne
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, mbloch@wisc.edu

Is the Power to See and Visualize Always the Power to Control?
During recent years devices such as portfolios, documentation and self-evaluations, have entered the 
educational agenda and are circulating globally.  These devices, which are based on visualizing children's work, 
can be seen as new strategies and technologies for governing the child.  They can be viewed as a potential act of 
power and control - as new divices to "better" govern the child through processes of normalization and 
surveillance.  However, does the power to see and make visible inevitably become a means of normalization?  
Or are there ways of working with documentation and portfolios that can avoid normalization?  "This is the 
question that will be explored in this presentation.

Dunn, Maylan
Northern Illinois University, USA, mdunn@niu.edu

Mutuku, Moses
Northern Illinois University,USA, mutuku@niu.edu

Wolfe, Randi
Northern Illinois University, USA, rwolfe@niu.edu

Decolonizing Schooling:  Struggling with "the British Model" in Rural Kenya
A continuing colonial legacy in Kenya’s educational system has perpetuated inequity between students in rural 
and urban areas, but a cooperative grassroots initiative is creating a climate for change in one rural community.

Eliot, Enid
Independent Scholar, CANADA, eelliot@uvic.ca

"Tell her how you feel":  The Feelings of Children - What About the Emotions of Caregivers?
We urge children to speak of their feelings, to express how they feel when they are hurt, sad, or lonely. Children 
are encouraged to understand their feelings and act with knowledge of another’s feelings. Caregivers and 
childcare workers also have emotions. How do they use and find expression for those feelings that arise in their 
work? Or do they ignore or avoid them?

Ethridge, Elizabeth A.
University of South Florida, USA, ethridge@tempest.coedu.usf.edu

What is Reconceptualizing?

Fajersson, Karin Elise
Oslo University College, NORWAY, Karinelise.Fajersson@lu.hio.no

Troubling the ‘Silencing’ of Children with Ethnic Minority Background
The paper will point to historical similarities between the politics against the Sámi population and the new 
groups of ethnic minorities in Norway. It is very much of the same assimilatory story told now as then.

Freeman-Fray, Melissa
University of South Florida, USA, gray@tempest.coedu.usf.edu

What is Reconceptualizing?

Fuster, Tamara
Arizona State University, USA, delia.fuster@asu.edu

Borders and Boundaries in a Two-Way Dual Language Program:  A Teacher's Perspective
One of the goals of a dual language program in English and Spanish in a preschool setting (called TWIST), was 
to address issues of identity development and attitudes towards peers for the children participating in the 
program (Aquino, 2004; Rolstad, Swadener & Nakagawa, 2004). Consistent with this goal, the paper addresses 
how issues of language proficiency, language identity, ethnicity and race inform children’s interactions in one 
of the classrooms during Spanish immersion part of the program. Teacher observations and videotapes of the 
classes were used to analyze these interactions, yielding visual maps of these interaction patterns.  Additionally, 
the roles of teachers in promoting “cultural fluency” (Glazier, 2003) among both the English-speaking and 
Spanish-speaking children participating in the program are critically examined.  The analysis of the 
observations point to the development of emerging group identities built around children’s first language.  
Nevertheless, there is also evidence that Spanish-speaking children’s identity is beginning to switch towards an 
English-speaking identity, against the efforts of the program to validate Spanish. Implications for better 
understanding children’s constructions of race, language, and power are drawn and build upon previous 
literature (e.g., Erickson, 2001; Hirschfeld, 1995; Tabors, 1997; and Valdes, 1997).



Galbraith, Jeanne
The Ohio State University, USA, galbraith.32@osu.edu

Understanding Superhero Play Through Multiple Perspectives
This session explores the phenomenon of superhero play through a multiple perspective approach with a focus 
on the children’s perspectives.  Key findings from an ethnographic study of superhero play are examined 
through multiple theoretical perspectives including: sociocultural (Corsaro, Vygotsky) and poststructural 
(Bakhtin, Davies, and Foucault).

Garavuso, Vicki
City College, CUNY, USA, vgaravuso@ccny.cuny.edu

Reading the Room:  Multiple Literacies of Para-Professionals in a Progressive "autonomy zoned" NYC 
Public School.
Multiple literacies involve symbolic representations and transformations occur in areas other than the written 
word influence self-identity. This presentation focuses on reported experiences of two para-professionals as 
they ‘read’ and reflect on their own social and cultural recognition or silencing in progressive pre k/k 
classrooms that offer “developmentally appropriate practices.”

Gill, Dalvir
University of Worcester, ENGLAND, d.gill@crec2.org.uk

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Giugni, Miriam
University of Melbourne, AUS, mgiugni@pgrad.unimelb.edu.au

"White Wog":  Working the Ruins of Playground Epistemologies of an Australian Early Childhood 
Researcher
Searching for equity practices in early childhood research is no simple matter.  Similarly, defining subjectivity 
in order to seek out fair methods of researching with educators, children and their families is equally 
problematic.  Drawing from my lived experience as an Italo Anglo Celtic Australian or "white wog" and early 
childhood educator/researcher, I unravel experiences of privilege and oppression produced through subjective 
positioning and naming.  Simultaneously, I explore the contradictions of researching equity practices enshrined 
in understandings of the possible.

Goldsmith, Marjorie
Rockefeller University, USA, goldsmm@rockefeller.edu

Gilken, Jennifer
Rockefeller University, USA, gilkenj@rockefeller.edu

Class Difference Issues: Child Care Teachers and Child Care Children
The purpose of this session is to continue the discourse on class issues in child care to include teacher-
caregivers’ voices.

Goldstein, Lisa S.
University of Texas- Austin, USA, goldstein@mail.utexas.edu

Park, Mi-Hwa
University of Texas-Austin, USA, mpark@teachnet.edb.utexas.edu

Managing Conflicting Interpretations of Qualitative Data:  Methodological and Ethical Challenges 
Facing Early Childhood Researchers Working with Classroom Teachers
In our efforts to craft trustworthy interpretations of our qualitative research data, we often overlook difficult or 
contradictory meanings buried within our field notes and transcripts.  In this session, we will explore 
methodological and ethical challenges that emerge when these subalternate meanings are uncovered and given 
careful consideration.

Graue, Beth
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, graue@education.wisc.edu

Oen, Denise
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, doen@wisc.edu

"Renegade the Funk Funk ": Children’s talk about power and agency in SAGE classrooms



This paper comes out of an evaluation of local implementations of Wisconsin's Student achievement Guarantee 
in Education (SAGE) program.  We juxtapose the voices of children in varied contexts with their 
representations by adults who work and care for them and our depictions through observations to depict the 
complexity of situated power relations and negotiations within and across groups.

Grieshaber, Susan
Queensland University of Technology, AUSTRALIA, s.grieshaber@qut.edu.au

Neoliberalism, Standardization, and Diversity
Grieshaber considers the idea that because neoliberal approaches have concentrated on the agenda of 
standardization, arguments about fragmentation and diversity brought about by globalization have been 
subsumed to the extent that engaging pedagogically with different cultures, languages, and backgrounds has 
been forced to take a back seat and remains problematic. Participants are asked to think about the idea that 
developmental perspectives, while progressive in comparison to traditional or more “direct” forms of 
instruction, are nonetheless a standardized curriculum approach. Implications for practice of such uniform 
approaches are suggested, specifically in relation to issues associated with diversity.

Habashi, Janette
Kent State University, USA, jhabashi@kent.edu

Language Resistance and Palestinian Children
There is little research done in the area of language, war zones and the geopolitical identity of Palestinian 
children. Language for children in war zones is no longer primarily a communication tool or a developmental 
process; rather, it is a language that assists in conveying the children’s roles and the geopolitical culture of the 
society. Therefore, this paper highlights Palestinian children's voices regarding the language of resistance and 
how such diversity of language serves in communicating different meanings of Palestinian children’s 
geopolitical identity. Hence, not all children agreed on language of resistance; it varied from freedom fighters, 
Majadidains, Martyrs, and Sacrificors. Variances in language use were analyzed and it was noted that every 
word had multiple meanings. It is noteworthy that the words Jihad and Majadidian, for example, have 6 
meanings in the Arabic language, while to the western audience it might be associated with one word or 
concept. Such issues contribute to the complexity of language and resistance for Palestinian children. Therefore, 
a focus of this paper is to shed light on how much language is part of the children’s understanding of their own 
identity. The data were drawn from interviews with 12 Palestinian children, ages 10-13 years, from refugee 
camps, villages and cities in the West Bank.

Hallman, Heidi L.
University of Wisconsin- Madison, USA, hhallman@wisc.edu

Johnson, Amy S.
University of  Wisconsin-Madison, USA, asjohnso@wisc.edu

Envisioning the Child Through Millennial Eyes:  A Sociolinguistic Analysis of Young Women's 
Narratives on Childhood
We explore narratives as tools for understanding the construction of "the child."  Drawing on sociolinguistic 
techniques, we show how narrative analysis can offer framings of childhood identities. Within early childhood 
education, this study holds potential to deepen educators' understandings of social, cultural, and narrative 
constructions of childhood.

Halquist, Don
SUNY, Brockport, USA, dhalquis@brockport.edu

“He’s so queer, he probably sits down to pee”:  A Performance Piece
Inspired by a teacher’s comment, this performance piece combines movement, text, music, and imagery to 
explore issues of homophobia, bigotry, and heterosexism. Following the performance, we will discuss how we 
can continue to disrupt bigotry, challenge stereotypes and biases, and support young children marginalized by 
their peers and their teachers.

Hanson, Denise
Madison Metropolitan School District, WI, USA, dhanson@madison.k12.wi.us

Enhancing Cultural Understanding and Toberance in School Communities
Increasing diversity in our school communities invites often untapped opportunities to create authentic 
multicultural learning opportunities for ESL and FL students alike.  These opportunities enhance cultural 
understanding and tolerance and have the enormous potential to aid in the development of Latino leaders.  U.S. 
census data indicates that the percent of the Latino population age 16-19 who were enrolled in school at the 
time of the 2000 U.S. census was 529,192 individuals, or 21.1%.  This project uses Spanish classes to help 



elementary students (native English and native Spanish speakers) come together as community while 
simultaneously affording Latino students the opportunity to experience the power of leadership early in their 
lives.  This research is crucial as the alienation of many Latino students from their school communities are 
linked to poor grades and high school dropout rates.  This program affords the Latino elementary student a well-
deserved edge—a sense of pride about what she or he already knows and can do.  Data reveal that this program 
encourages global and cross-cultural connections, community building, and oral communication.

Heimer, Lucinda
University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA, lgheimer@wisc.edu

Voices at the Table:  An Analysis of Collaboration in the Policy Process for a Local Preschool Initiative
This presentation tells the story of the Early Childhood Collaborative (ECC), a committee set up to formulate a 
plan for the delivery of universal preschool education for 4-year-olds in a medium sized Midwestern city in the 
United States. As I explore the policymaking interactions of this collaborative, the issue of who was included, 
the capital needed for inclusion, and the power related to social networks and how that shapes collaboration are 
illuminated. It is argued that in order to bring diverse voices to the table, alternate ways of creating space for 
participants in policy formulation need to be considered. It is in these spaces that it might be possible to create 
and present counter narratives to dominant views of how early childhood education should be enacted.

Hill, Diti
University of Auckland, NEW ZEALAND, d.hill@auckland.ac.nz

Theory as Story: Challenging the Narratives of Personal Practice
When theory is retold to early childhood teachers as the cross-disciplinary and historically sited stories of 
people, practitioners seem to make direct and moral links to their own narrative journeys through the learning-
teaching process. The focus of this session is the discourse of oral story telling, the place of whiteboard rambles 
as text and the positioning of the storyteller.

Holmlund, Kerstin
Umeaa University,SWEDEN, kerstin.holmlund@educ.umu.se

Rules, Judgements and Everyday Life :Ethics and Morals as Regulators of Poor Children and Their 
Parents at the End of the Nineteenth Century in Sweden.
During the latter part of the nineteenth Century poor relief laws were established and brought into practise. The 
main concern of this paper is the creation, distribution and outcome of these restrictive rules for institutional 
practices and the every day life of the poor. To make such an approach possible empirical data from various 
archives for example schools and court records are scrutinized relating to central ideas in the statutes. Thus the 
collaboration between the living conditions of poor parents, the conditions of childhood, fostering and education 
in schools and society’s rules, norms and practices are of central interest. The overall purpose is to critically 
examine ethics and morals as regulators of poor children and their parents. The theoretical tools of analysis are 
taken from theories pertaining to post modernism and critical perspectives.

Hsieh, Chia-Wen
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, chiawenhsieh@wisc.edu

"I am serious. No kidding!" - How Local Schools Take English Education in Action in Taiwan?
"Why should I learn English?" I have never asked myself this question when I first learned English eighteen 
years ago. I have never challenged the importance of English, and I have never refused to learn English in my 
life as a student in Taiwan. With no doubts, I was a “good” student, because I always tried hard to digest 
everything that my teachers gave me. As my teachers always encouraged me to memorize as many English 
vocabulary as I could, I believed I could always do well in English. However, my lifelong beliefs in English 
were challenged in my first year as an English teacher in a public school in Taiwan. Thanks for my students, 
because they taught me to think about English learning in another way. “Is it the right way to learn English?” ” 
What does it mean to get a high score in English?” My mind has been occupied with more and more doubts of 
English learning since my students kept on asking me why English seems to be so important? Or, why it is 
English instead of Japanese or other languages? Indeed, why?  “If I don’t like English, and I am not going to 
work in fields that requires English, can I have the rights to say ‘no’ to English? My concern about English 
learning in Taiwan is not to against the language itself, but to examine how policies about English education 
work in different local levels/settings. How do local governments “follow” the policies that were promulgated 
by Taiwanese central government? Does Taiwanese central government think about local needs when they 
make new policies? By examining how the current policies about English learning in Taiwan function in local 
levels, we can know local people’s reflection on English education, and we can also know if the policy really 
meets local people’s needs.

Hughes, Michelle



Arizona State University, Michelle.R.Hughes@asu.edu
Session Chairperson:  Border Childhood and Reproduction of the Established Order

Iorio, Jeanne Marie
Teachers College, USA, dolphin871@aol.com

Anderson, Deborah
Teachers College, USA, dca2102@columbia.edu

Wondering and Imagining: Reconceptualizing the Language of Teacher Education and Professional 
Development
Interrupting the everyday language of teacher education and professional development necessitates the 
reconceptualization of teaching of learning. Utilizing technology, this session presents a website focused on 
preschool setting. After spending time with the data, the participants will engage in an interactive conversation 
based in each participant’s unique background and experiences.

Jahng, Kyung Eun
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, jahng@wisc.edu

Postcolonialism and Kindergarten Curriculum in Korea
Kindergarten education in Korean is a transitional period for preparation for the elementary education and the 
future academic success.  Therefore, Korean kindergarten curriculum involves quite a different notion of 
"readiness" and different expectations for kindergarten "graduates," compared with those of the kindergartens in 
other countries.  This has come from the local values that are emphasized in the current Korean societies.  In 
addition, Korea is also accepting global values and knowledge, which are based on Western ideas, to a great 
extent.  From the postcolonial perspective, this paper describes how the local and the global are intertwined to 
produce conflicting, particular aspects of the kindergarten curriculum in Korea.

Johannesen, Nina
Oslo University College, NORWAY, ninajoh@halden.net

Reconceptualizing the Non-verbal: Understandings of the Language of the Youngest Children in Early 
Childhood Education and Care in Contemporary Norway.
This paper focuses on non-verbal communication amongst the youngest children in a kindergarten in Norway. 
Do they communicate in different ways according to who they are communicating with? Questions informing 
the research include: How is our understanding or rather our lack of understanding of the non-verbal limiting 1-
2 year olds’ possibilities of expressing themselves?

Johnson, Richard
University of Hawai'i, USA, rich@hawaii.edu

The Language of Imperialism in Early Education:  Subjugation and the Visual Child
In his critique of the way natives were colonized through classic colonial photographic depictions Ryan (1997) 
noted, “the processes of objectification in which photography played an important role were a central means by 
which individuals and collective cultures framed their understanding of what it meant to be ‘normal’ against 
that which was different or ‘other’” (p. 145). This objectification works quite well in early education as time 
and time again, throughout the history of the field—from the enchanted romantic era, through progressivism 
and on into today that child is valued for his/her natural being, s/he who is one with nature, innocent, to-be-
protected, loving, angelic, hopeful, the everlasting iconic “ray of sunshine” continuously cast “as an agent of 
Western enlightenment” (Ryan, p. 166). This process of objectification was a critical aspect of gaining global 
dominance—“the ability to visualize without actually seeing a place, its people, its plants, and other resources, 
and this kind of visualization relies on accumulating traces—sketches, descriptive notes, specimens, 
measurements—from those places” (Tobin, 1999, p. 213).  Similar to Tobin's work, in this paper I'll share a set 
of particular images and critique how they represent a field of study, speaking to inherent issues of colonial 
discourse and imperialism in early childhood education.
Johnson, Tricia Giovacco

Montclair State University, USA, giovaccojoht@mail.montclair.edu
Diversity, social Justice, and Voice in Early Childhood Special Education:  Using Relationship-Based 
Models of Teaching to Support the Development of a Shared Language of Possibility
This presentation explores the discomfort experienced by first-year early childhood professionals working with 
young children with special needs.  Contradictions between a relationship-based early childhood philosophy and 
special education models that limit children's power and voice are discussed as issues of diversity and social 
justice.

Juell, Einar
Union of Education, NORWAY, einar.juell@utdanningsforbundet.no



Ethical Aspects Challenging Language(s) in Childhood(s): Politics of Ethics or Ethics of Politics?
This abstract is about aspects of ethics and policymaking, regarding planning and implementing dominant 
languages of quality in forthcoming framework plans in Norway. My paper is exploring and attempting to open 
up for Kierkegaardian perspectives in a pedagogical “room”. Barnehage have various rooms, rooms for multiple 
dialogues about quality, evaluation and self-evaluation. To reveal how marginalized ethics and politics are 
(in)evident are challenging multiple language(s) in childhood(s). One critical perspective useful for my project 
is a concept of anthropological contemplation, this can be read as a wish for change in a world dominated by 
political and hegemonic discourses. This is at the same time challenging and changing professionalism and 
ethics of politics in multicultural childhood. A social scientific approach is described critically through partial 
and philosophical insights. These involve dominant, existing understandings and constructions related to a 
possible shift in paradigm, in which ethics, quality and learning in early childhood “may no longer be foreign 
concepts alongside education in multicultural reality”.This is seen as a meaning making discourse in 
reconceptualizing and exploring new approaches related to Kierkegaards dizziness of ethics.

Juola, Anne Marie
University of South Florida, USA, annejuola@yahoo.com

What is Reconceptualizing?

Kasperbauer, Kim
Madison Metropolitan School Districe, WI, USA, kkasperbauer@students.wisc.edu

Inclusive FLES:  Ensuring Spanish Language Learning for Students with Special Needs
This presentation will describe the steps involved in educating and convincing general education teachers on the 
importance of foreign language learning for students with special needs.  Also imperative to the discussion is 
the collaboration that takes place between practicum students and mentor teachers in order to develop the most 
positive, productive learning plan. Finally, this presentation will present qualitative data compiled through a 
number of interviews with pre-service teachers and their mentor teachers on the impact of including all students 
–namely those with special needs in foreign language classes.

Kim, Ko Eun
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, kekim@wisc.edu

The Field of Korean Early Childhood Education and Childcare Policy as a Site of Struggle
With regard to ongoing conflict surrounding Korean early childhood education and childcare field, this study 
analyzes how kindergartens, childcare centers, parents'organizations, and women's organizations as activite 
players have mobilized their own "language."  I will examine policy documents over a particular period-from 
1980s to 2004 using Bourdieu's theoretical framework.

Kim, MinJeong
Ohio State University, USA, kim.1795@osu.edu

Katz, Laurie
Ohio State University, USA, katz.124@osu.edu

Newel, George
Ohio State University, USA, newell.2@osu.edu

Reconceptualizing Development of Written Genres in Preschool Children’s Narratives
This study examined the social construction of written genres in preschool settings over a two-year period. 
Twenty written narratives of four children and their talk revolving around the written work during storytelling 
events were selected and examined to determine how the children employed different written genres in their 
narratives. This research revealed that the preschoolers socially situated written genres based on their 
social/cultural experiences and communicative practices with the teacher. Implications to look at children’s 
written narratives as resources of potentiality for different written genres were discussed.

Kim, Eun A
University of Texas-Austin, USA, eunakim@mail.utexas.edu

Children’s Use and Learning of Korean Language in a Weekend Korean Language School in the United 
States
This study will examine how Korean and Korean-American children use and learn Korean language in a Pre-
Kindergarten level class at a weekend Korean language school.  Data will be collected through class 
observations, interviews, and artifact collection during summer session and fall semester.

Kirby, Antionette D.
University of South Florida, USA, Adkirby08@yahoo.com

What is Reconceptualizing?



Kogan, Esther
Adelphi University, USA, kogan@adelphi.edu

Listen to What I'm Saying, Not How I Say It!  The Challenging Journey Toward Bilingualism
This presentation will explore the idea that the so-called affective filter is likely to be raised when the learner is 
exposed to constant correction and criticism. When the speaker is trying to communicate across social lines, 
racial lines, cultural lines, or lines of unequal power. The presentation will be anchored in my reflections of my 
own transition across dual languages and cultures, moving from a Mexican culture of origin to a U.S. context, 
as well as in contemplation of the complexity of language and identity negotiation for Mexican preschoolers in 
Mexico City, and for Latino/a children engaging with the same processes in dominant Anglo U.S. cultural 
contexts. The experiences of bilingual and bicultural children, and the complex processes of claiming a 
subjectivity in asymmetrical language and cultural contexts prevents us from making simplistic assumptions 
about the relationship between language acquisition, cultural formation, and the claiming of an individual 
identity

Kroeger, Janice
Kent State University, USA, jkroege1@kent.edu

Lash, Martha
Kent State University, USA, mlash@kent.edu

Social, Action, Projects:  What is the Justice of the Social Action Project?
We examine pre-service teacher education encouraging our undergraduate students to think of themselves as 
agents of change in a field that is awash with injustices for young children and their families. Frequently, 
students act as small players in large systems, but by locating an issue, analytically exploring networks of power 
and implementing strategies of working within and against local problems, pre-service teachers begin to 
understand how one person or a small group of people can bring about local change and why using their power 
and voice and/or taking a stand is integral to healthy school life for young children.  Faculty analyze the Social 
Action Projects (SAP) via the parameters of that work; we focus on discussions leading to those assignments 
within their local constraints and practices; we do a careful contrast of projects which really seemed to 
“accomplish hegemonic shift” (at least in the minds of students) versus those that to our minds “failed” 
(student’s didn’t get it).  Our data pool is a collection of projects taking place over the course of two years in 
local early childhood settings in which our students held student teaching field placements to determine the 
“essential elements” of Social Action for novice educators. We explore the fundamental tensions when we as 
teachers propose recognition, change, and enactments of threat to/of the status quo, but more essentially we 
describe the work of new power understandings that occur in the minds of our students.

Kurban, Fikriye
Arizona State University, USA, fikriye.kurban@asu.edu

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Langford, Rachel
George Brown College, CANADA, rlangfor@gbrownc.on.ca

Discourses of the Good Early Childhood Educator:  Reproducing Marginality or Working Toward Social 
Change
This session reports on research findings that explore relationships between the ways in which an ECE identity 
is discursively formed within Canadian professional training and the marginality of the ECE workforce.  
Alternative training discourses that take into account the real and everyday experiences of working with young 
children and that can potentially initiate changes in ECE identity formation, social relations, and economic 
arrangements within a marginalized occupation are identified.

Lee, I-Fang
University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA, ifanglee@wisc.edu



English Education as a New Tactic of Re-Colonization:  Troubling the Contemporary National 
Imaginary in Taiwan
English has been upheld as a language of socio-cultural, socio-economic, and political power in Taiwan.  The 
purpose of this paper is to understand how/why has English education become a signifier of modernization and 
social progress in Taiwan.  As constructed in educational reform discourses and embedded within national 
imaginary, English proficiency seems to provide prospects and progress of socio-economic in Taiwan.  
However, conceptualizing language as a site for socio-cultural struggles and a symbol of colonialism (Soto, in 
press), this presentation will critique how current English education policy in Taiwan functions as symbolic 
violence toward “re-colonization” as language is a socio-cultural governing technology.  Such effort to re-
conceptualize English education as a necessary step toward modernization will deploy post-structural and post-
colonial theoretical discourses to unpack the layers of contemporary Taiwanese national imaginary.  In addition, 
through unpacking the layers of contemporary national imaginary in Taiwan, this paper will also conceptualize 
English education as effects of power that produces a particular kind of “modernized educated” subjects

Lee, Soo Jung
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, sjlee9@wisc.edu

Discourse and Practice of No Child Left Behind
This paper examines the discourse of No Child Left Behind Act and a first grade classroom in an American 
elementary school as the practice of the act with the notion of governmentality and an anthropological 
perspective.

Lightfoot, Dory
University of Illinois at Chicago, USA, dory@uwalumni.com

Qui, Ji
Utsonomiya University, jie_qi@yahoo.com

Exploring Differing Discourses Describing Language Learning and Teaching in Young Children
This presentation  is a set of two articulated papers describing young children as language learners in the U.S. 
and Japan. Within each context it looks at discursive differences in the way young children are described as 
language learners. It ends by comparing and contrasting the images present in each culture.

Lin, Anc-hi
Arizona State University, USA, Anchi.Lin@asu.edu

"I will do as grownups do!"  -  Empowering Children's Voice
Drawing from Bakhtinian work, Discourse in the Novel – notions of heteroglossia, bifurcation and dialogical 
rhetoric, the author reconceptualizes preschool children’s voice in teachers’ power through exploring young 
children’s attitudes toward naptime. Three perceptions have been emerged: “Doing naptime; doing sleeping”, 
being good vs. being bad, and “Because you ‘have to’” – powerlessness.

Lombardi, Karen
Adelphi University, kllphd@earthlink.net

The Symbol, Language, and the Body:  Modes of Symbolic Expression in Young Children
Work with children points to the relevance of the language of the body, which is closer to the language of the 
unconscious than to that of the law.  In educational, as well as psychoanalytic, work with children, the language 
of a subjectivity that is not entirely subject to culture is expressed through the metaphors of play and drawing, 
activities familiar to the classroom as well as the consulting room. This discussion will attempt to explore what 
is lost of incorporativeness (which may also imply inclusiveness and community) through the gain of ever more 
differentiated language.  Attempts will be made to address remedies to the alienation in language through a 
return to the language of the body.

MacNaughton, Glenda
The University of Melbourne, AUS, gmmacn@unimelb.edu.au

Smith, Kylie
The University of Melbourne, AUS, kylieas@unimelb.edu.au

Davis, Karina
The University of Melbourne, AUS, daviskm@unimelb.edu.au

A rhizoanalysis of preschool children’s constructions of cultural and ‘racial’ diversity.
This paper draws on Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari’s (1987) idea of rhizomatic structures as a tool to analyse 
data from an Australian research project. The paper will use multiple theoretical perspectives including 
poststructuralist and postcolonial theories in order to build on our understandings of preschool children’s 
construction of cultural and ‘racial’ identities.



Madrid, Samatra D.
Ohio State University, USA, madrid.10@osu.edu

SanGregory, Mary Jo
Heidelberg College, USA, msangreg@heidelberg.edu

Grine, Lori E.
Heidelberg College, USA, 

The Social Construction of Emotional Themes in Young Children’s Oral and Written Narratives.
This study examined how emotional themes are socially constructed, contested, and controlled in written and 
oral narratives. Thirty-four preschool children were examined over two years. Discourse analyses revealed that 
aggressive emotional themes were used by children to negotiate power and create relationships which were 
contested and controlled by teachers.

McArdle, Felicity
Queensland University of Technology, AUSTRALIA, f.mcardle@qut.edu.au

Teaching Notes
This paper works to provide a space beyond the predictable discourses of early childhood education in order to 
interrogate the social practices of teachers and children. What is presented is not a collection of dispassionately 
observed facts but one person’s reconstruction of some important language 'moments' in the lived experience of 
a few Year One children. Through the use of pastiche and collage as the medium for 'displaying' the data, this 
work of interrogation involves pulling apart the tried and true, established mechanisms for reading the 
classroom. The result is a much untidier picture of the lived experience of Year One children than traditional 
educational discourses have allowed.

McMullen, Mary Benson
Indiana University, mmcmulle@indiana.edu

Chairperson and Discussion Facilitator: Research Epistemologies & Methodologies

Meltzoff, Nancy
Pacific University, USA, meltzofn@pacificu.edu

The Language of Breath and Energy Work: Clean Little Secrets about Grounding, Releasing, and 
Calming
This interactive workshop begins with discussion about the use of breath and energy work with young children, 
including language teachers use to make it acceptably “non-religious.” Participants will be led through a series 
of individual and paired activities, which can be used with children, and will receive an illustrated handbook.

Miller, Lisa
Arizona State University, USA, Lisa.L.Miller@asu.edu

Dismantling the Imperialist Discourse Shadowing Mexican Immigrant Children
Negative connotations are ascribed to immigrants/migrants when referencing the movement of people of color 
into the US.  Ideas and judgments of policy makers/the public in turn create discourses of blame serving 
imperialist agendas while overshadowing humans forced into this country by globalization.  Critical and 
postcolonial methodologies are implemented to dismantle this discourse in order to create new conversations.

Miranda, Elizabeth C.
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, ecmiranda@students.wisc.edu

Socio-cultural Critical Perspectives in Training Student Teachers to Tech/Learn a Second Language
The general objectives of foreign language teaching--developing cross-cultural communication and 
understanding--as well as the assumption that foreign language students will undergo some kind of mental 
change, i.e., broaden their horizons and make them more tolerant, can not be achieved simply by mastering a 
different linguistic code. To understand language, it is necessary to take into account not only its form and 
structure but also the cultural and social context in which it develops since language is essentially connected to 
social and cultural groups. This paper will explore the materials--props, visuals, realia—as well as the 
techniques and methods used by the “deep approach” in training students teachers at the elementary level. And 
also the impact of student teachers performances in promoting socio-cultural awareness using such method in a 
bilingual environment that intends to create community building.



Molnar, Maria
Teacher College,  Columbia University, USA, mm2109@columbia.edu

Mehta-Parekh, Heeral
Teacher College,Columbia University, USA, heeralparekh@yahoo.com

(Dis)ability and Classroom Discourse
We will use the results of an ethnographic study to illustrate the way (dis)abled students are positioned by the 
discourses of an inclusive elementary classroom. The purpose of this session is to generate discussion around 
ways discourses create possibilities and/or limitations for (dis)ables students in inclusive classes.

Mozère, Liane
Université de Metz, FRANCE, hllm@free.fr

Taking Into Account Things Children "Say"
A very famous French children's psychoanalyst called Francoise Dolto never took any word of a child for 
granted.  She always asked for instance "what is death?" when a child talked about death or fear before of death.  
This means not necessarily taking a psychoanalytic approach, but field work that can take in account and 
contextualize things children "say."  In field work I've been leading for 35 years, I find material to offer some 
hints for reconceptualizing on this issue.

Nagasawa, Mark
Arizona State University, USA, mark.nagasawa@asu.edu

Negotiations & Conflicts: A Pilot Study of Policy in Practice in a Local Head Start
Concerns about education reform in the U.S.A. have tended to focus on No Child Left Behind; however, similar 
reforms are moving forward in publicly funded pre-kindergarten programs like Head Start.  This session is an 
informal work-in-progress discussion of findings from a pilot ethnographic study of these reforms in practice.

Nakagawa, Kathy
Arizona State University, USA, nakagawa@asu.edu

Fernandez, Luis
Grinnell College, USA, socmove@aol.com

Parents' Perspectives on Children's Language Learning Experiences
This paper draws from interviews with parents whose children participated in TWIST, as well as a kindergarten 
dual language program, between 2002 - 2005. Parents were asked about their expectations for the program, their 
children’s reactions to the program, and changes and preferences in children’s language use at home during the 
year. Overall, TWIST parents responded positively to the program. Head Start parents, whose children were 
primarily Spanish speaking, were pleased that their children valued and maintained their Spanish language 
abilities. The College of Education parents were impressed at the number of Spanish language words their 
children learned and their children’s expertise with pronunciation. A few parents stated that they hoped to find a 
dual immersion program for their children in elementary school. Both sets of parents stated that their children 
generally responded positively to the program, although parents were unsure of how peer interactions within 
TWIST progressed. There were also class differences in parents’ understanding of the program, primarily 
related to program purposes. Suggestions for ways of improving family-school communication and parent 
involvement will also be explored.

Noble, Karen
Griffith University, AUS, k.noble@griffith.edu.au

Macfarlane, Kym
Griffith University, AUS, k.macfarlane@griffith.edu.au

Cartmel, Jennifer
Griffith University, AUS, j.cartmel@griffith.edu.au

Reconceptualising Understanding About the Discourses of Infants and Toddlers.
This paper reports on an investigation of the ways in which practitioners interrogate the observations of young 
children at play. The authors argue that observation and play are not value-neutral activities. As such, the ways 
in which practitioners and other stakeholders undertake observation and categorisation practices delimits their 
perceptions of how infants and toddlers engage in interactions and in the processes of communication and 
metacognition. To do so, observations of young children have been undertaken in a variety of spaces where 
children engage in play, e.g. playgroup and child care settings, in Queensland. Particular stakeholders viewed 
these observations and were interviewed as to their understanding of these young children at play.  Additionally, 
researcher journals have also been used as relevant data. These observations, journals and transcripts from the 



interviews are analysed in order to determine how taken-for-granted practices constrain rather than enable 
epistemological understanding of the lifeworld of infants and toddlers.

Novinger, Sue
SUNY, Brockport, USA, snovinge@brockport.edu

Challenging the Culture of Expertise:  Moving Beyond Training the Always, Already Failing Early 
Childhood Educator
In this paper, we look critically at the discourses of expertise as a lens for examining our experiences as teacher 
educators. We explain why we think that current notions of early childhood teacher training [education?] 
contradict the ideals of equity, liberation, and the development of human potential – our goals for education – 
and use two of the authors’ stories of their work with teachers of young children to provide a window into some 
of the contradictions, challenges, and borders we perceive. Building on the stories and our analyses of them, we 
posit some possible avenues to help us cross borders.

O’Brien, Leigh M
Montclair State University, USA, leigh.obrien@montclair.edu

Democracy and Early Education: Listening to the Voices of Children in Swedish Early Childhood Education 
Settings
I will use teacher interview and observation data to highlight Swedish early educators’ struggles to address 
societal values vis-à-vis freedom, democracy, and “voice” in their classrooms. The data gathered suggest that 
these teachers were attempting to reduce power differentials and give young children a say in their education.

O'Loughlin, Michael
Adelphi University, USA, oloughli@adelphi.edu

Becoming the Subject of One's Story:  Voicing the Unthought Known With Young Children
We know that silence is the enemy. Works such as Danon-Boileau’s The silent child, Mathelin’s The broken 
piano, and works on historically transmitted adult trauma (e.g., Davoine & Gaudillière, 2003) point to the need 
for trauma  to be voiced in order to be symbolized. As Maria Cardinal so elegantly stated it in her book of the 
same title, we need The words to say it. Too often, however, the culturally approved thoughts and words 
available to children impose parental and societal desire on children in the form of demand that suppresses the 
child’s own unformulated desires. Christopher Bollas refers to this unformulated unconscious knowledge as the 
unthought known. In my paper I will explore the importance of the child's voice, gaps in being in the lives of 
children with autistic disorders, parental and societal demand, intersubjective construction, and pedagogical 
implications of what I term "freeing pedagogies."

Orlander, Kajsa
Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN, kajsa.ohrlander@lhs.se

The End of (Professional Motherhood?)  A Genealogic Study of the New Pre-School Teacher in Sweden 
in the 1970s
Gender reforms and the massive expansion of day care in Sweden in the 1970s created new state texts and 
languages on the child, patriarchy, motherhood, the pre-school teacher, etc.  This article describes intersecting 
discourses on pre-school teachers, the conditions that shaped them, and the range of crossing and contradictory 
subject positions made possible thereby.

Osgood, Jayne
London Metropolitan University, UK, j.osgood@londonmet.ac.uk

Deconstructing Professionalism in Early Childhood Education: Resisting the Regulatory Gaze
The aim of this paper is to problematise the dominant construction of ‘professionalism’ as created and promoted 
by UK government through policy. This paper draws upon and is framed by the work of Foucault and his focus 
upon rules that govern the discourse (1972) – in this case the discourse professionalism.

Otterstad, Ann Merete
Oslo University, NORWAY, Ann.Otterstad@lu.hio.no

Bustos, :Marcela Montserrat Fonseca
Oslo University, NORWAY, MarcelaMF.Bustos@stud.lu.hio.no

Questioning Decolonizing Research Methodology
This paper explores issues related to study and research across differences. To do so it discusses and challenges 
representations of ‘voices’ through decolonizing methodology. As such it influences ‘social justice’ in research. 
Doing research with ‘the other’ as a participatory process is highly challenging. We question whether it is 



possible to not ‘be trapped’ in colonizing discourses, in spite of trying to develop and encourage decolonizing 
research processes.

Pacini-Ketchabaw, Veronica
University of Victoria, CANADA, vpacinik@uvic.ca

White, Jan
University of Victoria, CANANA, 

Armstrong de Almeida, Ana-Elisa
University of Victoria, CANADA, 

Racialized Discourses in Early Childhood:  A Critical Analysis of Policies
This presentation reports on a study conducted in Canada focusing on discourses guiding early childhood 
policies and the construction of immigrant racialized minority young children and families.  It discusses how 
these discourses about racialized minorities have been historically constructed within policies in the province.

Palmer, Anna
Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN, Anna.palmer@lhs.se

Becoming a "Math-Person" - Identity and Gender in Preschooling and Schooling
How do children construct and perform a gendered subjectivity as a mathematically interested and competent 
girl or boy?  My aim is to theorize on this question, and discuss the possibilities (and difficulties) performing 
poststructurally informed investigative mathematical teaching-practices, using aesthetic languages and the body, 
to construct mathematical knowledge and concepts.

Park, Caryn
University of Washington, USA, ccaryn@u.washington.edu

Chairperson and Discussion Facilitator

Park, Hyu-Yong
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, Park2@wisc.edu

Whose Language(s) Are They Learning? Korean/English Immigrant Children’s Identity Struggle in 
Bilingual Development
In this paper, I will investigate the ecological factors affecting young immigrant children’s identity building 
during bilingual development. The dynamic relationships amongst language, power, and identity in sequential 
Korean/English bilingual children will be discussed, and the strategies of how they struggle to find out their 
identities in ecologically complex language learning environments.

Patton, Lirio
Arizona State University, USA, lirio.patton@asu.edu

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Peach, Ruth L.
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, rlpeach@wisc.edu

Genealogy of Language(s) of Early Years Education and Care Policies in England: Inspections, 
Governmentality, and the "New" English Child
New policies created to implement the goal of universal care for young children in England have produced a 
“new” English child, the Foundation Stage child (three to five years old).  This paper traces the genealogy of the 
discursive construction of “child” in these policies, and their entwining with the marketization of young 
children.

Pfeiler-Wunder, Amy Lynn
University of Iowa, USA, apfeiler@solon.k12.ia.us

Let's Play:  Pleasure, Identity and Meaning Making  Through Material Culture in the Art Room
Exploring the artwork of children in grades K-4  the author will present personal narratives of how visual  
culture both allows children an opportunity to play with identity while simultaneously wrestling with the 
hegemonic discourse of "Who should I be?".  Hidden in what seems to be a progressive form of curriculum the 
author demystifies the notion of standards and rationality in curriculum and poses the potential of constructing a 



partnership between two learners, the child and the teacher, where imagination is center stage in exploring the 
hidden spaces where personal meaning and empowerment exist for the child.

Pihl, Joron
Oslo University College, NORWAY, joron.pihl@lu.hio.no

Discourse Analysis Reconceptualising Education of the Minority Children
The paper discusses how discourse analysis, conducted from a Foucault perspective, can reconceptualize 
education of minority pupils. The theoretical discussion is based on my study in Oslo of educational and 
psychological assessments of minority pupils. I discuss how the children’s “disabilities” are being constructed 
within the professional discourse.

Popkewitz, Thomas
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, tspopkew@wisc.edu

The Hopes of Progress and the Fear of the Dangerous:  Paradigms of Reform Research as Cultural 
Theses of Modes of Living
National discussion about science and policy in the media have given attention to the selective governmental 
omission of scientific data from reports that range from environmental impact statements to the "hiding" of 
statistics data about police profiling.  This censorship of science is important in its implications for debates 
about what constitute public interests.  Other forms of censorship of science have received little or no attention.  
The censorship in "No Child Left Behind," the title for national legislation to improve the quality of schools for 
the poor and people of color, is an examplar.  I pursue the censorship of science by asking about the system of 
reason in which different and competing paradigms debate what constitutes the science as"evidence-based and 
scientifically based inquiry."  The system of reason that I give attention to is the project of science as planning 
society.

Preissing, Christa
Free University Berlin, GERMANY, preiss2@zedat.fu-berlin.de

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Quinn, Suzanne M Flannery
University of South Florida, USA, squinn@tempest.coedu.usf.edu

(Post)modern teachers’ constructivist cosmopolitan selves: Everyone wants a take/something’s got to give
This paper is an exploration of the binary oppositions involved in the metaphor of give and take, within the 
construct of the “cosmopolitan selves” (as employed by Popkowitz & Bloch, 2001) of teachers.  Through the 
examination of collective narratives of teachers’ discussions related to theories of social participation, 
feminity(ies), critical perspectives of DAP, and social justice in early childhood education, this research intends 
to provoke  plans of action for a “continual critical vigilance” (Popkowtz & Block, 2001) of structures of power 
by those who are teachers of young people

Rau, Cheryl
University of Waikato, NEW ZEALAND, cherylr@waikato.ac.nz

Indigenous Metaphors of the Heart:  Transformative Praxis in Early Childhood Education in Aotearoa, 
Privileging Maori Women's Educator's Voices
This presentation honours the voices and narratives of Maori women educators as co-constructors in a current 
research project entitled 'Whakawhanaungatanga,' in articulating practical and theoretical strategies for 
progressing indigenous education.  'He taonga te reo', implies a decolonizing (Mead, 1996; Smith, 1999), 
demystifying, indigenizing and enactment approach.  The early childhood landscape is a site of renegotiation, 
where processes, curriculum and space are being indigenised.  Pathways incorporating indigenous 
epistemology, post-modernist premises and critical theory inform this presentation.

Recchia, Susan L
Teachers College, Columbia University, USA, recchia@tc.edu

Baby Talk: How Infants and Caregivers Co-Construct Meaning in the Context of Daily Life in an Infant 
Classroom
This presentation invites participants to question assumptions about the power of the infant’s voice, to challenge 
childcare practices that limit infant expression, to explore ways to “be with” infants that allow for multiple 



communicative possibilities, and to discuss challenges involved in giving “voice” to pre-verbal children in 
research and practice.

Rhedding-Jones, Jeanette
Oslo University College, NORWAY, Jeanette.Rhedding-Jones@lu.hio.no

Researching Languages and Childhoods: Methodologies in Soto and Swadener (2005)
The paper deals with how research about languages and childhoods is actually done. To reconceptualize 
research involves not only focusing on particular issues and particular theories. It also involves doing the 
research differently, by making different methodological choices. To show this the paper analyses and discusses 
Lourdez Diaz Soto and Beth Blue Swadener’s new edited book Power and Voice in Research with Children.

Ritchie, Jenny
University of Waikato, NEW ZEALAND, jennyr@waikato.ac.nz

Mixing Our Metaphors
The bicultural nature of Te Whariki, the early childhood curriculum in Aotearoa/New Zealand, which re-
positions the status of Maori, the indigenous culture, as parallel to that of the Western majority, invites 
transformation of early childhood practices, to deliver practices that support and affirm hybridized identities of 
both Maori, Pakeha (New Zealanders of European descent), and other cultures.  In this paper, I want to explore 
the ways in which some Pakeha are using language, and in particular metaphor, to reconceptualize their practice 
and transcend the mainstream embodiment (Kincheloe & Steinberg, 1998) of the dominant Western culture.  It 
may be possible that by re-contextualizing and relegitimizing indigenous knowledges as central to their ways of 
being, knowing, and giving voice, these educators are demonstrating a de-colonization of their hearts and minds 
(Macedo, 1999).

Rivas, Araceli
Texas A&M University, USA, mountains_wind@yahoo.com

Visible Victims & Heroes Versus Invisible Oppression:  Postcoloniality, Globalization, and Capitalism at 
a Mexico/US Border School
The Mexico/US border gives testimony to the diverse effects of globalization and capitalism on children and 
families lives.  For instance, while poverty is evident on both sides of the border, researchers such as Bowden 
(1998) have documented the extreme poverty and social injustices created by the capitalist underpinnings of a 
globalized economy on the Mexican side of the border.  The puspose of this presentation is to provide an 
informal documentation of the economic injustice lived in the globalized border of mexico as well as the acts of 
justice enacted by people on both sides of the Mexico/US border that took place within the space of a special 
education school.  The informal documentation is presented from the postcolonial perspective framed by Dussel 
(1995) on the multiple visages (rostros) that make up the exlipsed side of modernity.  The discussion includes a 
reflection on the visibility of victims and heroes as well as the invisibility of some aspects of social oppression 
that especially affect children and women's lives on the border.

Rolstad, Kellie
Arizona State University, USA, Rolstad@asu.edu

Disintegrating Bilingualism
Young language minority children can become bilingual.  However, early structured English immersion (SEI), 
favored by U.S. policies, can produce English monolingualism; children’s bilingualism disintegrates.  SEI is 
also touted as “integrating,” with language minority children receiving English-only instruction alongside 
English speakers.  The author argues that SEI constitutes not integration, but dis-integration.

Rossholt, Nina
Oslo University College, NOR, Nina.Rossholt@lu.hio.no

Reconceptualizing the concept  of equality in pre-school: Language(s) and movements.
The paper attempts to link the complex processes girls and boys in pre-schools communicate through their 
bodies and their dialogues outdoors. We as researchers are working with the staff’s concepts of normalization 
and the technology of the self (Foucault, 1977; Lather, 1991). Here we follow Kristeva (1986) who argues that 
we have to move the focus from the sex to the subject position she or he takes. Hence we position ourselves 
through languages and movements. We attempt to find out if this way of working gives us new stories forcing 
us to rethink and reconceptualize quality and diversity.



Saavedra, Cinthya M
Texas A&M University, USA, Cmsaavedra@yahoo.com

Demas, Ellen
Northern Arizona University, USA, 

Childhood Studies and Revolutionary Postmodern Mestizaje: Merging Possibilities
The purpose of this paper is to provide a description of borderland-mestizaje feminism (Saavedra & Demas, 
forthcoming) and its implications for the field of childhood studies. Weaving Chicana feminist perspectives 
with childhood studies might allow us to imagine and create more revolutionary postmodern Mestizaje 
possibilities for the field. A critical dialogue with the field of early childhood studies is needed in order to create 
and provide new possibilities for the field as well as decolonizing tools and methods for our inquiries. We 
believe that borderland-mestizaje feminism might provide new insights and illuminations for those who wish to 
work professionally with/for los atravesados y deslenguados- young (minority language) children and families. 
Borderland-mestizaje feminism analysis is important in multiple ways: 1) challenging binary thinking, 2) 
centering the body, and 3) creating new metaphors, 4) welcoming ambiguity and 5) opening up decolonizing 
spaces. We hope that new mestizaje images allow for multiple possibilities not only for educational research but 
for curriculum theorizing as well.

Silin, Jonathan, SESSION CHAIRPERSON, DISCUSSANT, and FACILITATOR
Bankstreet College, USA, jsilin@optonline.net

Soto, Lourdes Diaz
University of Texas-Austin, USA, 1cs1psu.edu

The Role of Early Childhood Teacher Education
What is the role of early childhood teacher education in philosophical conceptualizations and practices that map 
a Language and Culture of Peace?  How might we infuse the early childhood teacher educator curriculum with 
elements of peace as an integral part of a social justice and equity project?  An example of a Teacher Education 
model used by the Centro de Cultural de Paz in Santiago de Compostelo (Spain) will be shared as a critical 
discussion is elicited from the participants exploring possibilities.

Sulzer, Annika
Free university Berlin, GERMANY, annika_sulzer@web.de

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Swadener, Beth Blue
Arizona State University, USA, bswadener@asu.edu

Tensions and Delemmas in Language Research with Children
This paper will weave together themes raised in the other papers and include reflections drawing from two dual 
language research projects in which the author has served as a co-investigator.  Ethical issues, postcolonial 
metaphors, policy implications, and possibilities for counter-hegemonic work will be briefly discussed, in order 
to frame a discussion of all the papers in our session.  In particular, the paper will discuss our commitments as 
researchers and “allied others” in doing work young language learners and their families.

Taguchi, Hellevi Lenz
Stockholm Institute of Education, SWEDEN, hillevi.lenz-taguchi@lhs.se

Writing and "Languaging" Your Subjectivity ANEW as Student and Teacher in Early Childhood 
Teacher Education
How is it possible to write yourself into new subjectivities as student and teacher in Early Childhood teacher 
education, and simultaneously out of dominant modernist binaries?  This paper theorizes and exemplifies how 
poststructurally contextualized writing-practices, such as process-writings, narrative writing, collective 
biography, and academic theory-practice hybridizations, displace student's and teacher-educator's subjectivities.

Thompson, Mary K



University at Buffalo, USA, mkthomps@buffalo.edu
Exploring the Multiple Languages of Millennial Youth Through Anime Culture
This presentation addresses relationships among millennial-youth literacy, technology, and popular culture.  My 
paper examines the social languages youth engage in with unofficial literacies and what we as educators can 
learn about the ways in which youth engage, interact and change school-based literacies as a result.

Thornton, Candra D.
Auburn University, USA, thornca@auburn.edu

Girls in power: Challenging patriarchy on the playground
Girls in power: Challenging patriarchy on the playground is a case-study investigation of one girl’s outdoor play 
in an early childhood center examining the presence of power in peer culture. The study describes how one girl 
establishes and maintains her position of power, how other children on the playground respond to her power, 
and how teachers interact with her regarding her power. The study posits a feminist post-structuralist 
reconceptualisation that challenges patriarchal gender relations between young children, their teachers, and their 
schools.

Tobin, Joseph
Arizona State University, USA, joseph.tobin@asu.edu

Panel:  Immigrant Parents Perspectives on Early Education and Care Settings in France, Germany, the 
U.K. and the U.S.A.
This session presents ongoing findings and developing use of theory from a five-country comparative analysis 
of immigrant parent and teacher perspectives on early childhood care and education.  Building on the 
presentation in Oslo, this year's session will show scenes from the completed viodeotapes: present analyses of 
parent focus groups; and add emerging theoretical perspectives.

Tochon, Francois
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, ftochon@education.wisc.edu

Languages in Childhood:  Alternative Perspectives, Experiences and Cautions
Wisconsin FLE certification programs include K-5 experience since September 2004. The Secondary 
Certification had to be extended and adapted on the basis of our FLES experiences. Spanish is now extended to 
all Elementary grades and most classes of one experimental elementary school. We are trying to avoid the 
common pitfalls in the planning of early foreign language programs (Curtain & Pesola-Dahlberg, 2002; Gilzow 
& Branaman, 2000).The new scope of the FLE programs makes it necessary to train students in classroom 
observation techniques and research.  In this rich environment we get them involved in working with school 
teachers. In-service teachers are potentially involved in the add-on K-5 Spanish Ed certification. The FLES 
Project exploits field experiences as research venues for the construction of new knowledge. In this 
presentation, the link between the school and teacher education will be analyzed from the perspective of its 
curricular integration in a wider framework including electronic portfolios, methods courses, and integrated 
research.

Tseng, Chao-Ling
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, ctseng3@wisc.edu

What Are We Loosing Through Early English Education in Taiwan:  Is Learning English That 
Important for Young Children?
English proficiency and fluency has become one of the “prime indexes/indicators” to distinguish who is a well 
educated modernized subject in Taiwan.  How well a child can communicate in English without notable 
Chinese/Taiwanese accent has become one of the most desirable outcomes of English education for most 
parents and children in Taiwan.  A common motto of “do not let your child loose the race at the starting point” 
has not only produced various types of English immersion programs for young children but also create a new 
norm/definition of what “model” early childhood education program entails.  In this paper, my primary 
concerns are to understand (1) why parents think/believe English is the only language for their children to 
acquire for later success in life, (2) how/why do parents see English education proficiency as a sign of 
modernization, social progress, and globalization, and (3) how socio-cultural differences affect parents’ 
perceptions on the importance of English education for young children.

Uchida, Chiharu H.
Ohio State University, USA, uchida.5@osu.edu

Learning to be an Advocate: Negotiating Language and Culture with American Schools for a Japanese 
Boy with Special Needs and His Family.



This is a teacher research to investigate the process that I worked with a boy with autism and his mother as a 
teacher at a Japanese preschool in U.S. This study examines complexities and underlined cultural contexts in 
my experience when the boy attended two schools, American and Japanese.

Uttal, Lynet
University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, luttal@wisc.edu

Mouchon, Bridget
University of Wisconsin- Madison, USA, blmouchon@wisc.edu

Bicultural Childrearing in Latino Immigrant Families
Families who immigrate to the United States are introduced to new ideas about childrearing, yet their own 
childrearing practices and values may be very different. This paper will examine bicultural childrearing and 
how their lived experiences present challenges to mainstream theories of child development and U.S. 
childrearing assumptions.

Vandenbroeck, Michel
Ghent University, BELGIUM, Michel.Vandenbroeck@ugent.be

From Child Mortality to Children’s Rights: Education and Research as Technologies to Individualize the 
Social.
Drawing upon a genealogical research of the care of the child and the family in Belgium, two historic cases will 
be presented. When and how where social phenomena spoken into social problems and consequently into 
educational problems? A continuity appears from child mortality in the 1900’s to unemployment at present. Key 
words to describe this continuity may be decontextualization and individualization of the social.

Viruru, Radhika
Texas A&M University, USA, viruru@tamu.edu

Postcolonial Theory and the Practice of Teacher Education
What does a body of work that arose originally from looking at literary works written in formerly colonized 
societies, have to do with the education of those who would teach children?  In this paper, I argue that there are 
several similarities between the concerns that many postcolonial scholars have raised and those of critical 
teacher educators.  After defining postcolonial theory, I explore why this set of ideas is an important theoretical 
lens for those who prepare teachers of young children.  I then explore some of the themes raised by a 
postcolonial critique of teacher preparation, relating each to my own practices as a teacher educator.  In doing 
so, I aim to show how postcolonial scholarship can serve as a vital resource for those engaged in educating 
educators.

Volk, Dinah
Cleveland State University, USA, d.volk@csuohio.edu

Language Ideology and Language Use in a Dual Language First Grade
This session will share findings from a study of peer teaching/learning in a dual language first grade. Video 
clips of four girls in parallel lessons in Spanish and English will be used to illustrate the finding that the 
children's language choices were mediated by a language ideology privileging English over Spanish.

Weed, Rahila
The University of Iowa, USA, rahila-weed@uiowa.edu

Autism and Art: A Counternarrative
Through the artwork of two boys, the author will offer a counternarrative of both art and autism in early 
childhood, providing a critical exploration of discourses on disability and social interaction in understanding the 
ways in which autism is situated within other "discourses of difference".

Wen Kuo, Li Tsung
Nation Taitung University, TAIWAN, tsungwen@nttu.edu.tw

Action Research to Combine an English Program and an Early Childhood Education Program in Taiwan
Since learning English has been thought of as one of the first steps to become a “globalized” person in Taiwan, 
many parents want to send their children to learn English at an early age.  English-Chinese bilingual or English 
immersion kindergarten programs, day care centers and many after-school supplementary English programs 
have become widespread from urban, suburb to rural areas in Taiwan.  Through an action research project, we 
attempt to understand how a private kindergarten (for 3-5 years old children) juggles between the parents’ 
expectations of English enriched curriculum and teachers’ professional knowledge of Early Childhood theories?  
Collaborating with the teachers at the Tung-Hsing Kindergarten, we argue how teachers with early childhood 
education professional training should not be treated as assistant teachers in the bilingual classrooms.  Rather, 
we argue that teachers should work actively to find a balance point between English enriched curriculum and 



theories of early childhood to create new curriculum.  Within this paper, I will present the process of this action 
research from various perspectives: (1) the administrators’ reflections on English enriched curriculum and 
theories of early childhood education, (2) the influences of curriculum and instruction from the local school 
district’s evaluation process, (3) the developments and designs of curriculum and instruction, (4) teachers’ 
professional development and communications on the objectives of the new curriculum, (5) teachers’ critical 
self-reflections of in-classroom pedagogical practices, (6) re-modifications of the English enrichment materials 
in classrooms.  Through this presentation, I will also argue that conceptualizing English learning as one of the 
important indicators/steps for children in Taiwan to become “globalized” future citizens is a dangerous myth.

Wilgus, Gay
City College of the City University of NY, USA, gwilgus@ccny.cuny.edu

The Best of Intentions?  A Critique of Early Childhood Programs for French Immigrant Children
Francocentric pedagogical strategies in early childhood classrooms with high percentages of immigrant 
children, combined with the Ministry of Education’s failure to ensure teachers have specific coursework in 
teaching immigrant children reveal the Parisian public education system as an active agent in the social 
reproduction of an “established order” (Althusser 1971)  in which working class, immigrant children remain at 
the bottom of the achievement hierarchy.   This warrants identification of critical pedagogies to dismantle this 
"established order."

Wohlwend, Karen E.
The University of Iowa, USA, karen-wohlwend@uiowa.edu

"I am not an American Girl": Patriotism and the Discursive Construction of Childhood Identities
Childhood cultural studies and critical discourse analysis make visible the discursive effects that permeated a 
young Arabic-American child’s struggle against patriotism in a United States post-9/11 first grade class. Her 
rejection of an American identity problematizes naturalized notions of childhood innocence and tacit 
expectations of citizenship inherent in child-centered classrooms.

Yi, Hyun-Jean
Arizona State University, USA, Jean.Yi@asu.edu

Good Books for Whose Children? : Western Colonialism, Cultural Narratives of Childhood, and 
Discourses of Good Books for Children of Korean Adults
This study explores the discourses of good books for young children that Korean parents and teachers have, 
which are mainly based on Western standards and developmental psychology.  The responses of Korean parents 
and teachers regarding children’s books are discussed considering its global and postcolonial contexts.

Zabitgil, Ozlem
Pennsylvania State University, USA, oxz100@psu.edu

Cyprus:  A Divided Island
Cyprus has been divided between its two communities, Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots since 1974.  A 
former British colony, Cyprus suffered a long history of foreign domination and violence.  Now looking at 
various interventions on the small island which is divided and over-populated by UN soldiers and Turkish 
troops, we re-think if this is the way to crate a war-free Cyprus. Children no longer ask for peace, and they can 
no longer envision a Cyprus without division.  Especially in conflicted countries like Cyprus, early childhood 
curriculum should have conflict resolution and global peace lessons to create peace oriented members who will 
believe in change and create change in their societies.
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