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Conference Schedule Overview
THURS, OCT 31
12:30pm Registration Opens at Corbett Center, 3rd floor
2:00-2:45pm Acknowledgement of the Traditional Indigenous Inhabitants of the Land,
Tortugas Pueblo, Corbett Outdoor Stage
3:00-3:15pm ¡Bienvenidos! Welcome to Las Cruces, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
3:15-4:15pm Opening Plenary I, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
4:15-4:45pm Break
4:45-6:00pm Opening Plenary II, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320

FRI, NOV 1
8:15-8:30am Announcements, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
8:30am-10:00am Plenary, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
10:00am-10:30am Break
10:30am-12:00pm Concurrent Sessions
12:00-1:30pm Lunch at Taos in Corbett (lower level)
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1:30-2:30pm Load shuttle buses for Dia de los Muertos event
3:30-4:30 Ballet Folklorico Performance (children and adults) on the Plaza
Enjoy the festival and Mesilla shops, pubs, and restaurants
Dinner on your own in Mesilla & enjoy live music on the Plaza
7:00pm 1st bus back to Corbett
7:45pm 2nd bus back to Corbett
8:30pm 3rd and final bus back to Corbett *Use lyft or uber to leave Mesilla earlier or later

SAT, NOV 2
8:15-8:30am Announcements, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
8:30am-10:00am Plenary, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
10:00am-10:30am Break
10:30am-12:00pm Concurrent Sessions
12:00pm-1:30pm Lunch at Taos in Corbett (lower level)
1:30pm-3:00pm Concurrent Sessions
3:00pm-3:30pm Break
3:30pm-5:00pm Concurrent Sessions
6:00pm Inaugural Indigenous Caucus Meeting (open to Indigenous conference attendees
only). Participants, please meet in front of Corbett by 5:30pm. Contact Mere Skerrett, who is
kindly organizing this meeting, at mere.skerrett@vuw.ac.nz for more information.

SUN, NOV 3
8:15-8:30am Announcements, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
8:30am-10:00am Plenary, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
10:00am-10:30am Break
10:30am-12:00pm Concurrent Sessions
12:00pm-1:30pm Lunch at Taos in Corbett (lower level)
1:30-2:30 Danza Azteca Omecoatl Honoring Im(migrant) Families, Children and Social
Activists, Gisela Sarellano, Captain of Danza Azteca Omecoatl & Araceli Rivas, Corbett Outdoor
Stage
2

27th RECE Conference 2019
Las Cruces, New Mexico
3:00pm-4:30pm Concurrent Sessions
4:30pm-5:00pm Break
5:00pm-6:30pm Concurrent Sessions

MON, NOV 4
8:15-8:30am Announcements, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
8:30am-10:00am Plenary, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
10:00am-10:30am Break
10:30am-12:00pm Concurrent Sessions
12:30pm-2:30pm Optional Business Meeting (lunch provided) , Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318,
320 OR Lunch at Taos in Corbett (lower level)
3:00pm-4:30pm Concurrent Sessions
6:30pm Banquet Dinner Fiesta, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320

TUES, NOV 5
White Sands Excursion (Registration closed Oct 1): 9am to 2pm, lunch provided. Meet bus at
the entrance of Corbett by 8:45am.
Additional Rooms Available During Conference
Socorro Room 218: Available as a work space
Rio Grande 228: Quiet room
Private study rooms throughout Corbett are only available to NMSU students.
Technology Information for Presenters
These rooms require that presenters bring a laptop (it is recommended to bring a dongle)
West Ballroom 316; Middle Ballroom 318; East Ballroom 320; Dona Ana Room 312;
Col. Fountain Room 324
These rooms have a built-in media center (no laptop is necessary to present, bring USB)
Auditorium 247; Senate Chamber 302; Senate Gallery 304
Internet
Information to access the internet is included in your registration bag.
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Map of Corbett

Outdoor Stage (Thurs 2pm,
Sun 1:30pm)

1st Floor, Main
Entrance

Lunch Area

2nd Floor

Work Space/Quiet
Room (218, 228)
3rd Floor

Registration is in Front
of Ballrooms
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New to RECE? Jenn Adair is kindly organizing an initiative to help those attending RECE for
the first time feel welcomed. Please contact Jenn at jenniferadair@utexas.edu by Oct 21st.
Provide your name, Pronouns/Identity Information, Institution, Grad student or Professor,
and area of study and/or theoretical frames. If you are a grad student - have you attended
RECE before?

New Mexico educators who would like credit for professional development hours please
see Melissa Scott, who is state certified to issue certificates. She has generously offered to
be available at the registration tables during the following dates and times:
Fri, Nov 1 12-12:30
Sat, Nov 2 10-10:30 and 3-3:30
Sun, Nov 3 10-10:30 and 3-3:30
Mon, Nov 4 10-10:30 and 12-12:30
Melissa can also be emailed to obtain a certificate at melissa@pandoschool.com

Welcome from the Conference Chair and Program Chair

¡Bienvenidos! We are excited to welcome early/childhood researchers, scholars, educators,
pedagogues, teacher educators, and activists to gather for the 27th Annual
Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Education (RECE) Conference at New Mexico State
University in Las Cruces, New Mexico. RECE has historically challenged traditional
assumptions about children, childhood and emphasizes the intersections of theory,
collective activism, and reconceptualizing practices in work with children, families, and
communities. Within this larger framework, this year’s theme is Border/lands and
(Be)longings. Gloria Anzaldúa has theorized borderlands as the physical, imposed,
metaphysical, and metaphorical borders part of our identities, mindbodyspirit, and the land.
The borderlands, then, are places that have been conceptualized as painful, violent, conflict
ridden, and yet also beautiful, home to many, and perhaps even a space of nepantla—an in
between space of turmoil, possibilities, and transformation.
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The cite for this year’s conference sits in a unique geopolitical area near the southern border
of the United States and Mexico. Historical legacies of colonization continue to evoke a
sense of longing—to reclaim, to belong. Questions have arisen, however, about who is able
to belong, both symbolically and materially, and who is in/excluded. A reconciliation of
settler-colonial histories must be grappled with in order to understand contemporary forms
of violence, hate, and bigotry, which have been propagated by government leadership,
globally—leadership that has fueled dominant narratives of exclusion and un-belonging, and
the dehumanization of people of color, Indigenous peoples, and other minoritized peoples.
In early childhood education and care, colonial histories, and reiterations of these histories in
contemporary times, have shaped the construction of childhood/s and the lived experiences
of young children. From deficit conceptualizations of minoritized young children and
families, to imposed corporatized curriculums, children have been stripped of their
identities, languages, and cultures. As such, in early education and care, we must serve as
allies, advocates and resisters. Because borderlands provide a place/space for an
interchange and exchange of multiple ways of being and belonging—or nepantla, where
transformation and healing is possible—we invite participants to ponder how early
education and care can foster/encourage a nepantla space of possibilities, in which
transnational, border crossing children and families can thrive.
Thank you for being part of this collective journey, and welcome to Las Cruces!
Michelle Salazar Pérez, Host Committee Chair & Cinthya M. Saavedra, Program Chair
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Thursday, October 31st
2:00-2:45

Acknowledgement of the Traditional Indigenous Inhabitants of the Land
Tortugas Pueblo
Location: Outdoor Stage/Lawn, Corbett

3:00-3:15

¡Bienvenidos! Welcome to Las Cruces, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320

3:15-4:15

Opening Plenary I, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320

Relationship Based, Site Embedded Professional Development: A Model for Indigenous
Land-Based Education in Early Childhood
Anna Lees
Raíces Xinachtli Community School. Integrating Mesoamerican Indigenous Knowledge as
Part of the Curriculum & Using the Nahuatl Language to Promote Appreciation of Cultural
Heritage
Lucia Carmona
4:15-4:45

Break

4:45-6:00

Opening Plenary II, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320

Experiences of Guatemalan Maya Migrants and Youth
Gio B'atz' (Giovanni Batz)
(R)existence in the Borderlands: Migrant Children and their Mothers
Angeles Maldonado, Beth Blue Swadener
Educating Across Borders
Blanca Araujo, Maria Teresa de la Piedra, Alberto Esquinca
Friday, November 1st
8:15-8:30

Announcements, Location: West/Middle/East Ballroom, 316, 318, 320

8:30-10:00

Conference Plenary I

Location: West/Middle/East Ballroom, 316, 318, 320
Alternative epistemologies and cosmologies: Critiquing discourses of colonialism and
belonging in contexts of adultism, colonisation and extinction
Mere Skerrett, Ruth Beaglehole, Judith Loveridge and Jenny Ritchie
In this panel presentation and discussion we respond to the conference theme
Border/lands and (Be)longings and its call for educators to challenge settler-colonial
histories by generating spaces of nepantla, where transformation and healing is
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possible. We present four different papers drawing upon these notions, and on our
work as critical educators, activists and scholars in Los Angeles and Aotearoa New
Zealand, to critique pervasive discourses and practices and to consider alternative
onto-epistemologies grounded in a commitment to the affirmation of life on our
beleaguered planet.
10:00-10:30

Break

10:30-12:00

Session 5A Involving communities in the development of ECEC

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
ECEC as a commons: Involving communities in the development of ECEC-services as an
alternative to dominant approaches to early intervention in Denmark
Signe Thingstrup, Anja Marschall, Crisstina Munck, Unni Lind and Karen Prins
This session presents findings from two research projects that explore relations
between everyday lives in communities and ECEC-services, and how these affect
children’s and parents’ belonging. The projects critique dominant approaches to
vulnerability in ECEC and argue that they increase marginalization by reducing
curriculum and stigmatizing lives and knowledge forms of children and parents.
Through participatory methods, the projects explore possibilities for developing
ECEC-services as a commons where differences are recognized and where conflict
and disagreement contributes to development of novel communities and forms of
belonging. The panel session shares empirical material and invites discussions about
this.
10:30-12:00

Session 5B Empowerment catapults us into action here and now

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Empowerment catapults us into action here and now: Dismantling education policies
centered on families and children at risk through Women of Color and Womanist discourses
Berta M Carela, Vanessa Martinez and Amanda Armstrong
Through our discourses, we explore how our own “buy-ins” into the paradigmatic
webs of minoritizing, “at risk” languaging result in the internalization and
enactments of “risk” in our classrooms. As we engage in dialogic explorations
through tenets of endarkened feminist epistemologies (Dillard, 2006), Womanism
(Maparyan, 2012), and Women of Color feminisms (Anzaldua, 2012; Collins, 2009), we
problematize the trappings that can lead to unquestioned compliance. Our
discourses will guide our individual and collective tenets of empowerment, as we
share our visions for actions, while we evoke the voices of the children and families
who are our inspirations.
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10:30-12:00

Session 5C The Concepts that Enliven Us to Think with Others

Location: West Ballroom, 316
The Concepts that Enliven Us to Think with Others
Candace Kuby, Abi Hackett, Christopher Schulte and Laura Trafí-Prats
What keeps our work lively, in motion, in a constant space of uncertainty and
learning? How do we co-create relational spaces that allow for increasingly complex
compositions of multiple forms of life? Provocations to think can come from a variety
of places and situations: from our engagements with philosophical texts, the messy
complexities that we experience when working with children, and from the situated
and contingent realities of the communities we inhabit with children, teachers, and
carers. This discussion forum offers some of our own provocations that enliven us to
think, and invites others to contribute, share, and respond.
10:30-12:00

Session 5D On The 50th Anniversary of Stonewall

Location: Auditorium, 247
On The 50th Anniversary of Stonewall: Early Childhood Retrospect and Prospect
Jonathan Silin, Virginia Casper, Travis Wright and Harper Keenan
This panel begins with an act of rebellion, as RECE itself did, the 1969 Stonewall
uprising, lives in the midst of research by queer educators on their experiences of
contemporary schools, and suggests future directions for reframing approaches to
gender and sexual identities in early childhood settings. Reflecting the borderlands
theme of the 2019 conference, it takes up the lives of queer educators and families,
some of whom live on the margins by choice and others by circumstances beyond
their control. It proposes new affordances of open borders between the worlds of
young children and the emerging fields of queer and trans pedagogies.
10:30-12:00

Session 5E Rethinking Readiness and Valued Knowledge in ECE

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Borders and (be)longings of language acquisition in tension for young children in rural
southern Tanzania
Laura Edwards
There is a complex social phenomenon of young children’s opportunities to learn
language in the context of Ndogo and surrounding Mwera villages. This paper
examines the borders and belongings of young children formed through language
acquisition for knowledge production and economic growth in a rural southern
Tanzania. I address who speaks which language, and when and where to uncover
how language learning is approached and its significance to valued knowledge. Over
time, the community’s language use changed transforming indigenous language
learning to subvert the government and develop economic opportunities. Young
children’s language learning is evolving with the changing borders and belongings.
9

27th RECE Conference 2019
Las Cruces, New Mexico
“Independence From Whom and For What?”: Teachers’ Conceptualizations of
Independence as a School Readiness Competency
Shubhi Sachdeva
This paper presents how teachers in a private preschool program in Delhi, India think
about independence as one of the competencies that young children need to acquire
in early years. The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate how these teachers
imbibed this competency to the cultural milieu and adapted their practice and
pedagogy accordingly to suit the needs of the children and their larger community.
Data comes from a larger comparative multi-sited, multivocal, video-cued
ethnographic study on school readiness in 2 preschool classrooms. This study draws
on sociocultural theories of learning, particularly Rogoff and Tobin’s work as well as
Bhabha’s and Gupta’s work on hybridity and third space.
Neoliberal governance and English early childhood 'school readiness'
Guy Roberts-Holmes
This paper explores the various techniques of early childhood New Public
Management NPM that reduce the purpose of English early childhood education to
that of producing 'school ready' human capital. It is argued that the New Public
Management (NPM) principles of explicit standards, measures of performance and
an ever greater emphasis on output control are dominant discourses within English
early childhood education. It is argued that the English neoliberal economisation of
early childhood has contested and challenged the democratic principles and practices
of early childhood education so that young children are imagined as datafied pieces
of human capital to be tracked, measured and compared. This dispossesses young
children of their complex identities and learning needs, languages and cultures.
(Re)framing children’s readiness in high stakes Head Start contexts
Katherine Delaney
Within the assessment-driven educational context of the United States, the construct
of readiness dominates how children’s learning and abilities are framed as they enter
Kindergarten. As a result, notions of readiness can dominate how children are known
by teachers, what learning opportunities are made available to them. While the
readiness construct has historically been focused on children’s transition to
Kindergarten, this paper explores how a group of teachers in Head Start (a publiclyfunded preschool program in the US for low-income 3 to 5-year-olds) applied the
notion of readiness to 3-year-olds within an high-stakes assessment context focused
on their instructional practices with children.
10:30-12:00

Session 5F Third Space, Border Crossings Methodologies and Belongings

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
The Third Space in Educational Research
Sinead Matson
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Drawing on the socio-cultural theories of Vygotsky and the post-colonial theories of
Bhabha, this paper argues that during an educational research study the researcher
and the research participants occupy a third space (Bhabha, 1994;2004) that is
neither one identity nor the other. It argues further, that children attending an early
childhood education and care programme designed to combat poverty and
disadvantage in the majority world may forever find themselves residing in that space
of in-between. This paper discusses an ongoing doctoral research study in urban India
with a marginalised community to unpack this phenomenon and its possible
implications for research and educational programmes.
Radical Relationalities: Material(ities)/Object/s as Border Crossings
Kelly Boucher
This session thinks with material/s objects as ‘border crossings’ in response to
material(ities) movements with/in/across border/lands. In order to think with and
respond to/with the effects and affects materialities might produce within
border/land spaces, conceptual entry points are offered. These entry points, in the
form of work by contemporary artists and writers, show us where we might begin to
grapple with complex ideas, questions and doings with/in early childhood education.
Drawing on the notion of ‘radical relationalities’ (Nxumalo, Vintimilla, & Nelson, 2018)
as critical and generative encounters where normative, human-centric early
childhood curriculum is disrupted, troubled and speculated with, this session
discusses the ethical and political complexities generated when we uneasily and
precariously move with/in and between spaces of turmoil, possibilities, and
transformation.
Participatory research methodologies: crossing methodological border/lands or remapping
adult discourses?
Kylie Smith
Discussions about research methodologies that acknowledge children’s agency and
attempt to disrupt power relationships between adults and children have been
ongoing for over 30 years. This paper disrupts the romanticising of children’s
participatory research and questions the underpinning adult centred discourses
within research designs. Drawing on a small-scale Australian research project on
developing methodological tools with children’ to explore gender identity in the early
childhood classroom this paper will consider multiple adult and child methodological
and epistemological gendered cartographies. In doing this, questions are raised
about how and if new participatory methodologies can create new border/lands for
children as ‘co-researchers’.
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Re-mapping belonging in the northern childhood(s)
Jaana Juutinen
This paper focuses on remapping the concept of belonging in the northern early
education. I understand belonging as a phenomenon that takes place not only in
social relations between humans, but also in human beings’ relations with their
material, cultural and political environments (see also May, 2013). By this I mean that
belonging is produced in relations (human and non-human) shaped by power, it is
dynamic by nature and always in co-consistency with the concept of exclusion
(Juutinen, 2018). The aim is to deeper understanding of belonging through meaningmaking processes of early educators working in diverse linguistic and multicultural
early education settings in the northern part of Finland. By finding theoretical
discussants from the nomadic theory and method, this paper opens up insights to the
belonging in the northern childhoods in diverse early education environments.
10:30-12:00

Session 5G Critical and Cultural Ways to Supports Children

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
Revisiting African Traditional Child Rearing Practices: Achieving a paradigm shift in homegrown early childhood education in Africa
Temitayo Ogunsanwo
Education in Africa is greatly influenced by western culture and educational system
while the societies still expect children to be brought up with African culture and
values which emanate from parental and communal upbringing. This study intends to
guide parents and teachers to support children’s learning with African traditional
games, moonlight tales and proverbs in early childhood classrooms and at home
(rural and urban). The parents and teachers will be given pre and post-test
questionnaires while their instructions will be analyzed using qualitative methods.
The findings will be discussed as regards the functionality of the African child rearing
methods.
NG2: The Impact of None Graded Multiage Education on Special Education and 504 Referrals
in K-2 Grade Bands
Mary Earick
NG2: No grades, no grades is an educational model developed to address whole
school reform efforts in the U.S. applying a dynamic systems approach of engaged
pedagogy. Schools developed personalized implementation plans allowing
differentiated onramps to enter the project. Across all programs statistically
significant shifts in student outcome expectancy were documented with educators
and administrators. In addition, statistically significant shifts in educators’ selfefficacy in applying competency-based educational strategies and assessments
across multiage grade-bands were documented. Programs that implemented NG2
with fidelity had significant decreases in IEP and 504 referrals.
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A Place of Our Own: Shared Services Family Child Care Cooperatives
Kate Maccrimmon and Alexandra Lakind
In this pilot study, we seek to transform the family child care profession and to
facilitate a place in the early childhood landscape by blending two different models:
Shared Services Alliances and cooperatives to create a family child care cooperative.
We employ participatory action research to aid providers in pooling resources to cut
costs to own and control their own enterprise. We aim to create a new model for
family child care that can be replicated, connecting providers state and nationwide
that act as leverage for better wages and working conditions, thereby elevating and
empowering the profession.
Justice Pedagogy: Preservice Teachers and Elementary Students Contest Racist Statues
Meir Muller
Participants will explore a collaboration between college preservice teachers and
first through third graders who use a justice-orientated pedagogy to contest
monuments honoring racist individuals.
10:30-12:00

Session 5H Complexities in Belonging, Language and Teacher Training

Location: East Ballroom, 320
Using Children’s Literature to Promote Translanguaging with Emergent Bilinguals
Sandra L Osorio
Emergent bilinguals enter the classroom with a wealth of cultural and linguistic
resources. One of the most common and important practices in an early childhood
classroom is reading aloud. Through sharing a book as a read aloud, the teacher
serves as a role model of fluent, expressive reading, and demonstrates the ways in
which an effective reader becomes engaged in a text. Whether in a monolingual
classroom setting or a multilingual setting, when working with emergent bilinguals it
is important all of a students’ linguistic resources are welcomed into the classroom.
One way to do so is through the use of translanguaging pedagogy.
(Re)Turning the Kaleidoscope: Diffracting Research Questions To Offer Openings
Will Parnell, Ingrid Anderson and Angela Molloy Murphy
Three educators look in on their research over the past two years to see how it has
evolved. They explore how their original desirous questions and thinking have
transformed during the current turbulent political times. No longer can they simply
spiral inward toward deeper meaning as policy changes fractured their original
thinking. Peering through the cracks in a kaleidoscope of their research questions,
they now see that their ideas are splintered and waiting to produce anew. Rather
than returning to their encounters, their work takes them through the process of
diffractively (re)turning (Davis, 2014) them.
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Belonging somewhere in between: Being teacher-educator-researcher-practitioner
Beth Coleman
In this session, I will take up the complexities of my return to the early childhood
classroom as a practitioner during graduate school. I utilize self-study to more deeply
understand and challenge my position as both a teacher of young children and an
emerging teacher-educator-researcher. More specifically, I address the intersection
of my roles to reveal the ethical tensions and affordances imbedded within my
experience. Ultimately, my personal search for belonging while toggling multiple
worlds illuminates broader considerations for early childhood and early childhood
teacher education.
12:00-1:30pm LUNCH AT TAOS, Lower Level of Corbett
Book Table Talks, Private Room in Taos (seating for 24)
Ashley Sullivan & Laurie Urraro, Voices of Transgender Children in Early
Childhood Education Reflections on Resistance and Resiliency
Miriam Tager, Technology Segregation: Disrupting the Racist Frameworks in
Early Childhood Education
Shirley Kessler & Beth Blue Swadener, Educating for Social Justice in Early
Childhood
*For others who would like to organize additional book table talks, please gather
your group in the open cafeteria seating during lunch time. Unfortunately, per
university policy, we are unable to reserve tables in the open seating area.
1:30-2:30pm

LOAD BUSES AND TRAVEL TO MESILLA FOR DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
3:30-4:30 Ballet Folklorico Performance (children and adults) on the Plaza
Enjoy the festival and Mesilla shops, pubs, and restaurants
Dinner on your own in Mesilla & enjoy live music on the Plaza

7:00pm

1st bus back to Corbett

7:45pm

2nd bus back to Corbett

8:30pm

3rd and final bus back to Corbett

*Use lyft or uber to leave Mesilla at an earlier or later time

Saturday, November 2nd
8:15-8:30

Announcements
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Location: Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
8:30-10:00 Conference Plenary II
Location: Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
Am I Black Enough? An Inclusive Conversation: Finding the Universal in the Personal
Iana Phillips
This is a refreshingly engaging and interactive discussion about race and identity that
aims at recognising, addressing, and dispelling some layers of bias. The connections
presented are formulated by revisiting the experiences of a black woman of African
descent in present day America. The key component of this conversation is valuing
identity. Resolving to inspire and promote a stronger sense of who we are and why
we are valuable members of the global community. This presentation is about
identifying who we are as individuals and further breaking down barriers to
understanding the role identity plays in freeing or restricting us.
The Culture of Power and the Power of Culture: Autoethnography of a Transnational
Immigrant Teacher of Color
Ayesha Rabadi-Raol
Through this autoethnography, I represent how I negotiated the incongruities in
teaching practices and professional cultures between a predominantly White,
teacher education program and my own non-dominant ways of knowing and being
an early childhood educator. Through Critical Race Theory and nepantla, I reflect on
my identity development as a transnational teacher of color from India, bringing the
importance of multiplex identities to the foreground in the wider professional
discourses of teacher education. For teachers like me, the stories we tell, are
inevitably troubling the White dominant perspectives which power and control the
U.S. educational system.
“Papelitos guardados”: becoming a preschool teacher
Marcela Montserrat Fonseca Bustos
This paper is based on a research project where discursive production of identity
positions for early childhood teachers of minority background were analyzed
following post structural philosophical perspectives. This research critically pointed
to distribution of power and privilege through discourse production, but what was
not analyzed were lived experiences from the individual actors point of view. Turning
to phenomenological epistemological positionings, new possibilities opened up. In
this paper, the concept of testimonios is explored to inscribe the lived experiences of
pre school teacher students of minority background into dominating discourses in
ECEC, analyzing complexities of lived experience from minority positions in the
process of becoming a professional pre school teacher.
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Negotiating de/humanizing borderlands: On immigration, motherhood, and early
childhood education
Mariana Souto-Manning
Inspired by Anzaldúa (1987), in this plenary presentation, Mariana Souto-Manning
maps her own borderland negotiations to understand and interrupt the
de/humanization of immigrants. She engages critical race spatial analysis to journey
map (Annamma, 2017; Morrison et al., 2017) her identities and experiences as a firstgeneration immigrant, Latinx of color, mother, teacher, and early childhood teacher
educator in a landscape marked by racism, xenophobia, and entangled forms of
bigotry (Kendi, 2016). In doing so, she offers implications for the pursuit of justice and
humanization in and through early childhood teaching and teacher education.
10:00-10:30

Break

10:30-12:00

Session 7A Composing Tomorrow

Location: West Ballroom, 316
Composing Tomorrow: Examining Young Children’s Critical Literacies at the Axes of Art,
Childhood, and Politics
Cassie Brownell, Jon Wargo and Haeny Yooon
Working at the axis of critical literacies and critical childhoods, this session details
empirical projects from three diverse North American contexts. Together,
researchers examine how children responded to injustices at the local, national, and
global levels. Individually, scholars highlight how children in grades 1-3 used literacies
to involve themselves in social and political action. The three qualitative projects
offer possibilities for researching with children towards participatory action,
refracted and vitalized through student-produced artifacts. In turn, we (re)center
classrooms as sites of hope and revolution.
10:30-12:00

Session 7B When Will Black Children Be Well?

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
When Will Black Children Be Well? Interrupting Anti-Black Violence in Early Childhood
Classrooms and Schools
Gloria Boutte, Nathaniel Bryan and George Johnson
Anti-violence experienced by Black children has seldom addressed in early childhood
circles. We demonstrate that Black children are not faring well in schools--even in
early childhood settings. We explicate various types of anti-Black violence daily in
school even against the ethical imperative, First Do No Harm. We evoke the Maasai
legend which asks, how are the children, and share two case studies of Black
children’s school experiences. We present an overview of five types of school
violence (physical, symbolic, linguistic, curricular/pedagogical, and systemic) and
conclude by offering ways to interrupt these to ensure that Black children are well.
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10:30-12:00

Session 7C Criticial Perspectives of Refugees at the Borderlands

Location: Auditorium, 247
Children’s participation in ‘borderland’ – Response-ability for pedagogical in(ter)vention
Masa Avramovic
Through the readings of philosophy and pedagogical theory (Bergson, 1998;
Marjanovic, 1987), this presentation offers an account of children’s participation as
‘taking part in action’ and creation of relations with(in) the world. It considers young
children’s capacity to take part in vital playful acts of exploration of their
environment and creation of transformative, empowering relations within their
everyday worlds. It considers pedagogical practice as response-ability to provide time
and space for children to engage in such explorations. By presenting examples of
collaborative work between young children in “borderland” of a refugee camp,
pedagogues and artists, presentation explores potentials of offered theoretical
perspectives and forms of children’s participation.
The Curious Case of Not Curious Children: Critical Content Analysis of Picturebooks with
Children from Refugee Backgrounds
Ekaterina Strekalova-Hughes & Kathleen O’Shea
In the midst of highly political discourse around border crossing, this study analyses
representations of children from refugee backgrounds in 50 picturebooks. Framed by
a critical multicultural perspective in children’s literature and refugee critical race
theory (RefugeeCrit), the study investigates how power and agency of children are
represented around refugee flight and for what implicit purposes. The major findings
highlight the lack of children’s curiosity around reasons behind flight, normalizing
causeless wars and violence and supporting legally scripted narratives associated
with refugee status. I argue for forefronting refugee voices in children’s literature
and supporting critical literacy discussions around existing picturebooks.
Transnational Border Crossings in Elementary Schooling: Refugee Children’s Pre- and PostMigration Experiences
Christine Massing, Daniel Kikulwe, Katerina Nakutnyy and Needal Ghadi
The overall purpose of the study reported on in this presentation is to examine Syrian
refugee children’s educational experiences in multiple contexts; back home, in
transition countries, and in Canadian elementary schools. Theoretically framed by
hermeneutics and employing an interpretive inquiry methodology, data is being
collected from Syrian refugee children, their parents, and their teachers during a
series of interviews preceded by a pre-interview writing/drawing activity. Preliminary
interpretations suggest that these participants experienced interruptions, inequities,
and abuse while in transit, but they are confronted with new tensions as they
navigate being and belonging in Canadian schools.
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Integration of refugee children in Norwegian Kindergartens
Eric Kimathi
This paper critically examines the role kindergartens play in integrating refugee
children in Norway. Integration has gained increased attention within public political
debates, legislation, and policy in Norway predominantly due to the view that
integration into the Norwegian society is the responsibility of the Norwegian welfare
state which depends on public financing (Olwig, 2011). Inspired by institutional
ethnography (IE) as a methodological approach, my research explores the everyday
work of integration as experienced, talked about and made sense by teachers,
refugee children and parents at the local level and the interlink between practice,
policy and other connected systems that directly influence the experiences at the
trans-local level.
10:30-12:00

Session 7D Stories from Within, in the Flesh, and Indigenous Ways

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
I am Roha’s emaye: A Critical Personal Narrative of Mothering at the Intersections of “Black
+ White”
Kara Roop Miheretu
I am Roha’s emaye. Roha is “Black,” and I am “White.” For the past four years since
he was born, I have come to learn how the world in and outside of our family sees
Roha, or really “Black,” and how they see us, that is, “Black + White.” In this paper, I
borrow from Reconceptualist tradition of critical personal narratives in order to
reflect on my own and Roha’s experiences of “Black + White” in order to offer
counternarratives of what scholarly and popular “at-risk” discourses describe as
“interracial parenting,” “mixed-race parenting,” “multiracial parenting.”
Policing the Black Child' body; The underwhelming educational experience(s) of smart black
boys in early childhood settings
Janice Kroeger and Rhonda Hylton
The research project is based in a larger mixed method study examining the
behavioral and social classroom supports of six black males as they enter
kindergarten as well as the narratives of the mothers of four differing academically
strong Black Male kindergarten students in an urban North American setting. At the
base of this study is a philosophical shift to study the forms of strong cultural capital
in an African American community in an urban U.S. city. Viewing counter-narratives as
strength-based methods, the researcher examines the educational story of LM, one
kindergarten boy, told from the perspective of his grandmother Barbara Jean and his
Auntie Go Girl (GG) as their contradicting but informed perspectives shed light on his
underwhelming educational experience in elementary school.
Veracruz, Mexico: Early Childhood experiences told live and from the flesh
Margarita G. Ruiz Guerrero, Alma Leticia De San Martin Vazquez and Adriana Fernandez Anell
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As women of color new to theorizing and talking back from the flesh (Moraga &
Anzaldua, 1983; hooks, 1989; Hurtado, 2003), it is important to recognize and
revalidate lived experiences in early childhood settings in Veracruz, Mexico to break
boundaries and dominant ideas that have defined what education is in Mexico. In this
way, our purpose is to make echo at international forums like RECE coming from the
liberationists approaches of our voices, lived experiences, and our communities offer
to use them to re-interpret ideas of early childhood education in Veracruz, Mexico
(Collins, 2000; Lorde, 1984).
The intersection of Indigenous knowledge and early childhood education: Building a nest for
Reconciliation
Cheryl Kinzel
Drawing from critical pedagogy and Indigenous methodology, this study explored
perspectives in how Indigenous knowledges were experienced in the ECE program at
an urban college in Canada. Analysis identified the participants’ initial transformative
learning experiences with Indigenous knowledges and Reconciliation. Through the
metaphor of building a nest, the promise of transformative learning is the
foundation, the sticks and twigs of this nest. The work of Reconciliation provides the
string and the mud that can bind this nest together. Finally, Indigenous ways of
being, knowing, and doing, represent the contextual feathers that line this nest and
provide a place of comfort.
10:30-12:00

Session 7E Education through Postcolonial, Critical Whiteness and
Reconceptualist Reframings

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Confronting White Supremacy and Contemporary Colonizing in Teaching and Education
Teresa Fisher-Ari and Anne E. Martin
This study draws on 5,897 daily reflections written by 38 TFA Corps Members
enrolled in coursework towards elementary teaching certification, analyzing the
language used as teachers described the communities they were working in and
alongside. Iterative interpretive analysis revealed the nuances of Whiteness and
White Supremacy and its nature to appear neutral. Theoretical frames of belonging in
contested spaces along with theories of race and place provide opportunities to
reconceptualize teacher education to challenge and uproot White Supremacy and
orient novice teachers toward belonging and connection to communities, families,
and the learners in their classrooms.
Cultural humility and Western entitlement: Uncovering the emotional “borderlands” of
Nepali-mentors and US-mentees when constructing a mentor-mentee relationship
Sapna Thapa, Samara Dawn Akpovo, Kylie Larkin and Karina Beltran
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This research examined the emotional experiences of Nepali-mentors and USmentees to identify boundaries within the intercultural mentor-mentee relationship.
The data revealed how participants underwent emotional experiences that were
grounded in cultural humility or entitlement. Nepali-mentors specifically accepted
differences by acknowledging the importance of emotional bonding with the USmentees. The US-mentees also sought emotional bonding; however, they also
displayed resistance by drawing upon Western entitlement to explain emotional
actions and reactions. We bring “cultural humility” and Anzaldúa’s (1987)
“borderlands” together to theorize what oppressed groups undergo when
interacting with dominant groups in an intercultural mentor-mentee relationship.
Thinking and Doing Otherwise: Reconceptualist Contributions to Early Childhood Education
and Care
Rachel Berman and Zuhra Abawi
Reconceptualist scholars and practitioners in early childhood education shift away
from dominant discourses of developmentalist based theories of early childhood
learning by implementing a multi-disciplinary and multi-theoretical approach to how
we think about childhood. Reconceptualist thinkers and practitioners resist
assumptions of children as helpless (Cowden, 2016) by transgressing traditionally
constructed hierarchies that inform and implicate relationships between adults and
children (Langford, 2010; Woodrow & Press, 2007). They argue that dominant
narratives about early childhood and educating young children have been
conceptualized through Western norms of childhood development that are
standardized, colourblind, ahistorical, apolitical, and, supposedly, neutral (Lubeck,
1994; MacNaughton & Davis, 2009; Pacini-Ketchabaw & Nxumalo, 2013; Silin, 1987,
1995; Taylor, 2007).
10:30-12:00

Session 7F Pushing Possibilities: Research at the Boundaries

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Decolonial Water Stories: Intergenerational Pedagogies at an Indigenous Summer Camp in
Austin, Texas
Dr. Fikile Nxumalo, Nnenna Odim and Pablo Montes
This paper is situated within a growing body of work in early childhood studies that
suggests the need to firmly situate early childhood education within current
ecological challenges and their unevenly inherited impacts. Through a participatory
ethnography of an Indigenous summer program led by Indigenous elders, we engage
with the question of how early childhood pedagogical practices might move away
from dominant romanticized and developmental approaches to learning about the
natural world. Attuning to transdisciplinary decolonial perspectives, we work with
stories, Indigenous knowledges, and everyday pedagogical encounters to make
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visible possibilities for situated decolonial pedagogical engagements with more-thanhuman worlds.
“Wake up! I’m here to help!”: Participatory Research Possibilities with Young Children
Kate McCormick
Drawing on a phenomenological case study conducted in a U.S. preschool, this paper
reviews possibilities and challenges associated with participatory research. Using a
metaphor of reflected and refracted light, I discuss reflections on the study’s
research design, and I present refractions, or critical implications, for implementing
participatory, multi-method designs when working with young children. The
reflections and refractions focus on four key issues: participant and researcher
competence, the process of assembling multiple data sources, asymmetrical power
and participation, and flexibility within inflexible structures. I conclude with a call to
expand research methodologies to further elevate children’s voices and knowledge.
Provocations and Possibilities: Exploring post-qualitative methodologies in a public-school
setting
Courtney Hartnett and Melissa Schellenberg
Situated in a posthuman framework, this project articulates an exploration in using
provocations in a public school to reframe pedagogy and educational research.
Provocative artifacts are strategically introduced to push against normative beliefs or
grand narratives, and the pedagogical-research assemblage entangles the
indeterminate nature of children in relation to other matter, holding space to invite
new ways of seeing-doing pedagogy and research. The research team will contend
with the space in-between educator and researcher, and the ethical complexities of
negotiating both territories. This research project will be a method in the making as
we seek to re-imagine what method might do by experimenting with different postqualitative “methods” (Lury & Wakeford, 2016; St. Pierre, Jackson, & Mazzei, 2016).
10:30-12:00

Session 7G Global Contemporary Politics, “Illegality” and Childhood Trauma

Location: East Ballroom, 320
The (im)possibilities of professionalization of social pedagogues in a time of ‘care crisis’
Steen Baagoe Nielsen
This paper discusses the transformation of social pedagogues’ work in ECEC facilities
in light of growing impact of monitoring and accountability systems promoted by
especially the OECD. Based on memory-work and group-interviews with Danish social
pedagogues I will approach their experiences using especially Evetts understanding
of professionalism to discuss the possibilities of professionalization as a way of
responding to the changing conditions of work. Further, I will discuss the issue from a
broader social perspective focusing on the conditions of care work, which Nancy
Fraser has discussed as a ‘care crisis’.
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Brexit and Early Childhood Education: A reflection about democratic participation in
turbulent times
Diana Sousa
Following the UK Brexit referendum in June 2016, this paper focuses on England as
an important national case study. The central discussion of the paper is the
relationship between ‘Brexit’ and the pedagogic modes transmitted into ECE.
Considering early childhood education (ECE) as a site of/for democratic participation
and agency, I argue that ‘Brexit’ has the potential to influence and shape the
construction of childhood/s and the lived experiences of young children in this
context, including the nature and purposes of ECE and the role of the teacher. In light
of this, I invite the audience to consider teachers' approaches to shifting political
debates around democracy and migration while observing the impact of political
changes on teachers' views.
Notions of Marginality and Identity in the Borderlands of Childhood in an Ongoing Era of
Child Trauma
Richard Johnson
In this proposed presentation I will actively engage in critiquing childhood trauma
from a critical autoethnographic perspective(s) as I critically question, critique and reexamine how I’m left somewhat stifled as I (re)consider our inadequate
undergraduate and graduate teacher preparation curriculum addressing childhood
trauma.
The consequence of necropolitics for the illegal child: A critique of attacks on child and
family border transgressors and an argument for a counterdiscourse of possibility
Michael O'Loughlin
Building on presentation at RECE in 2016, and focusing particularly on developments
at the U.S. southern border, I will explore the ideological discourse underlying
current U.S. immigration enforcement. Using the work of Agamben, Bauman,
Khanna, and Mbembe I will explore the necropolitics behind systems of democracy
such as the U.S. that seeks to create refugee Others who are indifferently subjected
to death or relegation to non-human status. I will use my own life as a migrant, my
work running an asylum clinic, and narratives of illegal travelers [to use Khoshravi’s
term] to explore the consequences of deeming children disposable, and to offer
some tentative ways we might offer hope, possibility, refuge, and shelter to these
vulnerable children in a very hostile world.
10:30-12:00

Session 7H Rethinking Social Construction of Children

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
A space-time-mathematics-related knowledgeability: Thinking otherwise of a Latino boy’s
cry for homework
Lin Chen
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Using Massumi’s (2002) affect, the study exams a 7-year old Latino boy’s cry for
homework as resistance to the researcher’s implementation of constructivist
pedagogy in an after-school program. It sheds light on intra-action between human
action and material that brings duration and spacing to the fore. To make the intraaction visible, the study turns to the idea of transformative seeing as a method. It is
concluded that the child’s cry shows a space-time-mathematics-related
knowledgeability that allows him not only to be firmly rooted in the present but also
to reach out to its past and virtual becoming.
(Un)Critical Literacy in the Classroom: Educators Reading about Race and Gender
Flora Farago and Lisa Mize
Although the lay public perceives children as innocent and color-evasive, young
children develop racial and gender stereotypes between 3-5 years of age (Levy &
Hughes, 2009). The ways in which early childhood educators discuss race and gender
with young children have been largely unexplored. Thus, the current study explores
these themes via two case studies of preschool teachers in the Southwestern U.S.
who were familiar with anti-bias curricula (Derman-Sparks & Edwards, 2010). One
method of discussing race and racism, as well as gender and sexism, involves the use
of children’s books (Lazar & Offenberg, 2011), the focus of the current paper. One
teacher was a 30-year-old, White, cis-gender, gay, female and the other teacher was a
45-year-old, White, cis-gender, heterosexual, female.
"¡¿Pero qué hicieron con su pelo?!" - Liminal traces of gender, class and race in chilean
children (ab)use of hairstyles
Ximena Galdames Castillo
An eclectic mestiza (Anzaldúa, 1999; Saavedra & Nymark, 2008) toolbox of theories is
used to reconceptualize an ethnographically informed study developed in 2013 in a
Chilean nursery. Children navigated the subjectivities available to them by modifying
their hair and appearances, thereby challenging adults’ assumptions about how
children can look like and who they can become. Children’s current choice and use of
peinados (hairstyles) blur the boundaries between age, class, gender and
nationalities, and offer new ways to resist borders and homogeneous “white”
identities embedded in ECE.
12:00-1:30pm LUNCH AT TAOS, Lower Level of Corbett
Book Table Talks, Private Room in Taos (seating for 24)
Dana Frantz Bentley & Mariana Souto-Manning, Pre-K Stories: Playing with
Authorship and Integrating Curriculum in Early Childhood
Fikile Nxumalo & Chris Brown, Disrupting and countering deficits in early
childhood education
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*For others who would like to organize additional book table talks, please gather
your group in the open cafeteria seating during lunch time. Unfortunately, per
university policy, we are unable to reserve tables in the open seating area.
1:30-3:00

Session 8A Navigating In-Between Spaces and Borders

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
In-between spaces: Transgressing dominant discourses of theory, methodology, and
educational practices
Rochelle Hostler and Bruce Hurst
Drawing on Andzaldua’s vision for social change, we probe the potential for inbetween spaces as sites of transformation. The two papers presented here explore
the following transgressions – of educational ideals and practices, of methodology,
and of theory – in efforts to subvert institutionalized discourses of race, power, and
surveillance. Within our various philosophical and practical commitments, our papers
examine the ways that boundaries are questioned, negotiated and reconceptualized
in efforts to produce in-between spaces as sites of both activist possibility and of
“innovative, potentially transformative, perspectives “ (Keating, 2006).
Navigating Between Borders in Search of Identity
Carmen Moffett
Carmen Moffett will share her life experiences as a Mexican/Chicana/Diné (Navajo)
woman and how her life experiences and positionality impacted her selected
doctoral dissertation topic. Cognizant of her Diné identity, Carmen moved to the
Navajo Nation to teach. For the past 15 years, Carmen has worked with Indian
Education programs. Her work with tribal communities has helped her understand
the importance of Indigenous languages and language revitalization. Carmen is
focusing on her research thru the lens of Critical Race Theory. Her study in this area
has helped her lead education programs for Native American students thru critical
consciousness.
1:30-3:00

Session 8B "He doesn't understand how mommy got here"

Location: West Ballroom, 316
"He doesn't understand how mommy got here": Centering Voices from the Borderlands
Larisa Callaway-Cole, Saidi Ambriz, Aide Fuentes and Elizabeth Quintero
Our research is generated by intergenerational family voices –the storytellers living
their lives. Paying attention to stories from children and elders, with a mix of format,
languages, and contexts, we see strategies for strength and survival. The stories
shared will focus on research, theory, practice, policy, advocacy and activism through
the voices of collaborators living in southern California today. Their lives are situated
on the social, political, economic, emotional, and physical borderlands of society.
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Addressing the current sociopolitical context in the United States, particularly on its
effects on mixed status families, we offer stories of strength, perseverance, and love.
1:30-3:00

Session 8C Perceptions and Receptions of Immigrant Bodies

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Flying Beyond: Reflecting on Borders, Animals, and Anthropomorphism in Picturebooks
about Migration Narratives
Sarah Jackson, Nithya Sivashankar and Anne Valauri
In both a critical content analysis of picturebooks that involve migration narratives
and observations of children’s engagement with these stories, we examine the role
of animals and anthropomorphic characters as hybrid beings who occupy a liminal
space. Ultimately, we ponder how these migration stories can shed the colonizing
gaze of one-sided narratives of struggle (hooks, 1991) and pain (Tuck & Yang, 2014),
moving towards experiences with literature that not only reflect windows, mirrors
and sliding doors into children’s lives (Sims Bishop, 1990), but also provide
opportunities to engage with books in transformative and potentially silly and joyful
ways.
The Way Administrators Talk About Latino Immigrant Children Matters
L Alejandra Barraza
The purpose of this study was to uncover how administrators in urban and border
cities of Texas describe high-quality ECE in schools with a high number of firstgeneration immigrant students and to determine if their understanding of pedagogy
in ECE classrooms includes the sociocultural perspective that is vital in establishing
the most effective environment for this population. Through a multisite video-cued
ethnography, multiple interviews with principals were conducted. The interviews
revealed that while the administrators could identify which best practices create a
high-quality early learning environment for first-generation immigrant students, the
way they talked about these students indicated a deficit view.
A Divided Landscape: Immigrant Children and a New Public Discourse
Theodora Lightfoot
The United States has always been a very diverse country, and there have always
been differences of opinion about the issue of young immigrant children. However,
the years since 1970 have seen a gradual but profound change in the way people in
the US consume news, and this change has greatly exacerbated divisions of opinion
about immigrants and their young children. This paper looks at the profound
discursive/political divisions that have arisen in the United States in the last 50 years,
and the ways in which these divisions have affected our conceptions of early
childhood education.
¡Jugute y Fruta! Literacies and Culture Through Play
25

27th RECE Conference 2019
Las Cruces, New Mexico
Lívia Barros Cruz
During a free play, two four-years-olds of Dominican origins, decided to “play
costumers.” In this interaction, they used classroom materials and their lived
experiences as members of a Latinx community in New York City to create a
quotidian scenario of a “bodega,” a local corner store that usually sells Latin
American products and is commonly frequented and owned by members of the
Latinx community. Drawing from their multilingual and multicultural repertoires, the
preschoolers created a linguistically and culturally rich play. I propose that the
“playing costumer” exchange evokes the bodega as central space of sociality in their
Latinx barrios.
1:30-3:00

Session 8D Rethinking Professionalism

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Keres Children’s Learning Center (KCLC)- Resisting the Dominant Narrative of Early
Childhood Pedagogy
Trisha Moquino
This workshop will share the journey of Keres Children's Learning Center (KCLC) and
it’s resistance to the dominant narrative of Early Childhood Education. With a close
look at it’s mission of striving to reclaim our children's education and honor our
heritage by using a comprehensive cultural and academic curriculum to assist families
in nurturing Keres-speaking, holistically healthy, community minded, and
academically strong students. KCLC uses native language immersion techniques, the
Montessori method, an intergenerational approach and dual language education to
achieve its mission. KCLC is in its 7th year and actively resists the dominant narrative
of Early Childhood education with the hope of having our children and community
realize their/our full selves.
1:30-3:00

Session 8E Rethinking Professionalism

Location: East Ballroom, 320
In what ways can mentoring in students placement periods develop critical reflected
professional early childhood teachers?
Anniken Lind and Mari Gillund
The purpose of the project is to gain knowledge on how mentoring in placement
periods can affect the professional education process of students in Early childhood
education. We want to look at how different forms of mentoring can contribute to
increased attention and commitment to the student's own professional training
process. By looking into mentoring in scheduled meetings, as well as mentoring
throughout the kindergarten work day, we are interested in factors that will
reinforce both the students' and the teachers' experience of academic reflection and
development.
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The Importance of Professional Love in Early Childcare and Education
Aiyana Wain Hirschberg and Alexis Zeeman
In this study, qualitative data from infant and toddler teachers provide insight into
the emotional elements and professional love that are present in their work and
which are essential to quality care and fostering a sense of belonging for children.
Historically, females became early childhood educators since it was believed that
they could draw upon their maternal instincts to be suitable teachers. Today, skills
and knowledge of ECE teachers are still linked to their natural instincts. Therefore,
traits associated with motherhood, such as emotional connections, are rarely
discussed. This oversight is to the detriment of quality education and care.
Tooling: Diffractive Intra-actions of becoming with portfolio and pedagogical assessments
Pamela Remstein
New Mexico early childhood teachers intra-act with their pedagogical documentation
and their state mandated portfolio documentation tools, possibly creating an
entanglement of thinking. The portfolios have a pre-deterministic perspective of
children, where the pedagogical approach is complex. The researcher participates in
Reggio Emilia style collaborative teacher meetings where a discursive dialogue on
documentation occurs with traces of positivist thinking. Through a post-structural
and new materialism lens, diffractive analysis allows for divergent forms of thinking
with documentation (Barad, 2007). Entering into this entanglement is a postqualitative ontology of immanence into how teachers navigate these two
documentation stances.
Pedagogical professionalism in the era of accountability
Christian Aabro
Based on traditional understandings of the professionalism of pedagogues, the
drastic increase in the use of standardized commercial programs in the Danish ECE
area can be looked upon as a competing demand for professionalization that
threatens to curtail the educators' room for maneuvering. With Evetts (2011), a
preliminary analysis of interviews with pedagogues suggests that this image of
organizational professionalism displacing the original occupational professionalism is
not supported. Rather, it is suggested that professionalism can be regarded as a
series of pragmatic merging strategies, actively carried out by the pedagogues,
between occupational values and organizational demands.
1:30-3:00

Session 8F ECEC As Ungendered Practice

Location: Auditorium, 247
Where does research stand today on gender and gender equality in daycare institutions in
the Scandinavian countries and where to go from here?
Gry Thorsen
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In Scandinavia, public daycare institutions are key sites for the production of gender
difference. Yet little is known and less is systematized. Through a state of the art
literary study of the role of gender and gender equality in daycare institutions in
Scandinavia, this paper discusses how pedagogical personnel are limited in seeing
beyond the normative masculinity and femininity when interacting with children. This
deficit acts to eliminate a larger variety of possible ways to perform gender and
gender positions in daycare institutions, limiting the possibility of creating safe
spaces for children regardless of how they perform gender and gender roles.
Understanding a Girl’s Designing and Building of a Robot as Her Dialogical Appropriation For
Performing Her Gender
Sung Eun Jung
Drawing on Bakhtin’s (1981) notion of dialogism and appropriation, I attempt to
understand how a 5-year-old girl performed and constructed her femininity in
designing and building robots. This qualitative case study showed that the girl
performed her femininity by (a) appropriating feminine and masculine scripts in
designing and creating her robot, which crossed the gender binary and (b) using
gender tactics to position herself as a competent robot builder and to legitimize her
entry into the masculine peer group while affirming her robot as an empowered
agent. This study stresses the ideological complexity girls can experience as they
enter STEM-related fields. Also, this study addresses the notion that robot building
can be a material practice for young children to express their voices and gender
identities.
Gender fluid discourse: From theory to practice
Chloe Waters
Scholars have long challenged the dominant gender discourse, but is that same study
and criticism being reflected in practice? This paper is informed by research with
focus groups of educators, who identify that current gender discourses are
problematic and believe that adopting a more gender fluid perspective with children
is important. The paper investigates how, or if, a queering of current gender
discourses is being incorporated into the educators’ practices. Research results will
be shared, along with suggestions for future research and a focus on how the
knowledge gained from the research can be disseminated to wider groups of
educators.
1:30-3:00

Session 8G Resistance to Neoliberal Education and Dominant Pedagogies

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Countering the Dominant Neoliberal Narrative of the Changed Kindergarten
Christopher Brown, Da Hei Ku and David Barry
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As kindergartens across the US become more academic, they further reinforce
dominant Euro-centric, neoliberal ways of knowing and being in school. Yet, many
with early childhood are challenging these dominant onto-epistemologies while
illuminating examples that support and honor children and their families. In this
paper, we add to this conversation by sharing findings from a video-cued multivocal
ethnographic research study that examined how a range of stakeholders made sense
of the changed kindergarten. In analyzing these findings, we employ their concerns
over these reforms to begin to illuminate opportunities to disrupt the current focus
on learning, earning, and consuming.
Fostering Kindergarteners’ Spatial Abilities Through Map-Related Experiences
Billie Eilam and Kineret Abda
Promoting kindergarteners’ spatial ability is highly advocated as required in everyday
living and effecting future choices in STEM career. We explicated and explored
children’s tacit conceptual map knowledge as well as their understanding of scale,
using self-designed tools for avoiding verbal expression difficulties. Children (45)
performed individually a series of tasks and were interviewed. Our findings
suggested the existence of initial naïve map-related distinct pieces of knowledge that
lack coherency, mostly constructed based on situated everyday personal experiences
and perceptual similarities; limited understanding of small scales; and difficulties in
2D map-3D physical transformations. Implications for curriculum and practice are
discussed.
Standardized testing in Australia: The reinforcement of colonial views of who belongs
Pauline Roberts and Lennie Barblett
This research examines the perspectives of remote Aboriginal Australian children,
parents, their teaching assistants and teachers about their experience of the National
Assessment of Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) that initially occurs when children
are seven to eight years old. The NAPLAN test has been shown to be culturally
inappropriate as it reinforces the dominant culture and norms while silencing
minority groups This research sought Aboriginal children, their families and their
teachers’ perspectives about the impact of NAPLAN tests in remote communities.
1:30-3:00
Session 8H Postcards from (Possible) Futures
Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
Postcards from (possible) futures
Marta Cabral
By actively engaging with others and their ideas through an interactive game,
participants will be invited to create and consider possible scenarios in different
futures and their own roles and responsibilities in these contexts, acknowledging the
multiplicity of perspectives regarding issues of belonging, empathy, and identity. This
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session is based on the game The Thing From The Future and it was developed with
inspiration from Alison Gopnik’s work on counterfactuals, possible worlds, and play.
3:00-3:30

Break

3:30-5:00

Session 9A From Simply “Making Do” to (Re)Making and (Un)Doing

Location: West Ballroom, 316
From simply “making do” to (re)making and (un)doing: Slow, diffractive inquiries into
reconceptualist educators’ learning and loss
Casey Myers, Brianna Foraker, Rachael Kovalchin and Jasmine Price
This themed panel explores an early career scholar, a PhD student, and two masters
students’ inquiries into the ways in which our identities, roles, and responsibilities
emerge as complex and ‘continuing site(s) of struggle’ (Maclure, 1993, p. 313). The
papers presented here emerged through a diffractive, slow scholarship in which the
participants read their personal-professional lives through key activists’ memoirs in
conjunction with fieldwork with young children. Each paper grapples with various
concepts and enactments of gender and race, idea(l)s about early childhood(s), the
workings of neoliberal policy, activism, allyship, and resistance.
3:30-5:00

Session 9B Working the Borders and Interrogating Belongingness

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
Working the borders and interrogating belongingness in children’s literature and texts
Erin Adams, Sohyun An and Scott Ritchie
Three scholars interested in children’s subjectivity and sense of belonging interrogate
the “borders” imposed through curricula and texts, presenting critical examinations
children’s books about gender, money, Asian-American and queer identity. Panelists
consider the political, social and economics of belonging and citizenship in/to; one’s
country, community, body, economy, family, etc, positing that inclusion alone is not
always boundary-breaking and may result in “skirting” obstacles to inclusion by not
engaging critically with the politics of subject and identity formation. Attendees are
invited to analyze the texts in order to collectively reimagine belonging and
borderlands in texts for and about children.
3:30-5:00

Session 9C Pedagogies of Care for Toddlers

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Pedagogies of Care for Toddlers in Four Cultures (England, USA, New Zealand, and Hong
Kong)
Mary McMullen, Sacha Powell, Carrey Siu Tik-Sze, Cooper Maria and Jean Rockel
This multi-site, ethnographic study used ‘videocued, multivocal’ elicitation and
layered interpretation to explicate the meaning(s) of ‘pedagogies of care’ in group30

27th RECE Conference 2019
Las Cruces, New Mexico
based settings for toddlers. Inspired by Joseph Tobin’s seminal comparative
ethnography, partners in four countries (England, USA, New Zealand and Hong Kong
SAR) collaborated to analyse 15-minute ‘day in the life’ style videos and transcriptions
of screening events of the four films held in each country. Addressing an underresearched and disadvantaged aspect of ECEC, the study is grounded in the
Froebelian principles of child-centeredness and unity, which are consolidated
internationally by literature from the emergent field of infant/toddler pedagogy.
3:30-5:00

Session 9D Anti-racist Positioning in Education

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
JB/ America. Speak American!”: Ethnographic Reflections of Japanese Preschool Teacher in
Northern Appalachia
Kiyomi Masamune
Part reflection and part ethnographic analysis, this paper draws on personal
experiences as a non-resident alien preschool teacher and collected fieldwork data
on multilingual preschool children from immigrant families. Using Reconceptualist
theories, I examine how preschool children, their families, and teachers navigate,
resist, and acquiesce to local Appalachian and larger socio-political contexts in
“Trump’s America.” This study is timely because in our contemporary climate it has
become more acceptable to publicly malign those whose legal status is perceived to
be, or is in fact, contested. I conclude with a discussion about the implications of this
work for educators and scholars.
Anti-Racist Pedagogy for Pre-service Teachers: Real Practices that Disrupt Racist
Frameworks in Early Childhood Education
Miriam Tager
This qualitative research project includes observations and interviews with 6 teachers
who are actively excelling in the infusion of anti-racist pedagogy within their early
childhood classrooms (pre-k-2nd). Different methods, themes have been analyzed in
search of ideal practices for this topic. Activities geared specifically for young children
in regards to race and challenging stereotypes and biases surrounding race are
outlined. This research contributes to the critical paradigm of early childhood
education and will be utilized in higher education classrooms, in order for new preservice teachers to benefit from actual lessons/activities that challenge taken for
granted practices and racist frameworks.
Early Childhood Teacher Dual Language ideologies in California’s ‘Post English-Only’ Era
Giselle Navarro-Cruz and Eden Haywood-Bird
The number of Dual Language Learners (DLL) in the United States increased by 79%
between 1990-2014 (Pompa, Park, & Fix, 2017). With a high percentage of DLL
children in American classrooms, increasing understanding of the ideologies and self31
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efficacy of pre-service early childhood teachers when working with DLL children is
ever more important. In understanding their ideologies and feelings of self-efficacy,
Early Childhood Teacher preparation programs can better support students’
competency when working with DLL children and their families. A qualitative study
conducted with pre-service teachers explores and captures their funds of knowledge
on DLL.
Settler/Immigrant/Teacher: Place Relations as a Pedagogical Knot
Iris Berger and Mari Pighini
In this paper, we meshwork our life stories of (leaving and becoming-with new) place
to make visible, and even painful, the magnitude and complexities of the questions of
identity that are inherently entangled with enacting place pedagogies. Through a lifereview, autobiographical method, we story ourselves in/as our journeys as
immigrants/settlers/teachers. Inspired by Anzaldúa’s (1987) poetic exploration of
multi-languages for living in the nepantla, and Ingold’s (2017) storytelling as
expansion of longing, we explore how personal (hi)stories ‘contaminated’ with
words from our Latin/Spanish and Hebrew heritage open up possibilities for children
and educators to engage with place differently in pedagogical contexts.
3:30-5:00

Session 9E Reconceptualizing the Home in ECE

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
The Impact of Men on Children's Outcomes: Re-conceptualizing the Roles of Males in
Children's Lives, at Home and in Schools
Lindsey Wilson and Josh Thompson
Re-conceptualizing men’s roles in children’s developmental outcomes shifts
attention from the stereotypical provider toward more of a nurturer role. Some of
the positive outcomes include adaptive contingency (Reed, Hirsh-Pasek, & Golinkoff,
2016), responsive interaction (Lansbury, 2012), more serve and return discourse
strategies (Fisher, Frenkel, Noll, Berry, & Yockelson, 2016), and heightened attention
between child and adult (Thompson & Garretson, 2011), resulting in stronger
attachment bonds. Recognizing the strengths in some of the diverse communication
styles of fathers highlights the need for professionals to build a more inclusive
approach to working with all fathers.
Destabilizing Home as (Im) Mobility in Early Childhood Education
Jinhee Kim
This study attempts to raise questions on how the notions of home are addressed in
early childhood education, drawing on the perspectives of nomadism (Braidotti,
2011a, 2011b; Deleuze & Guattari, 1987) and sociology of space (Löw, 2016). By doing
this, this study can provide insights on how pedagogical knowledge and teaching
practices on home should be approached in early childhood education curriculum and
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how early childhood education professionals can help young children to view the
marginalized others.
Home learning environments: The (re)configuration of collaboration
Pernille Juhl and Allan Westerling
This paper presentation will present preliminary analysis and findings from an
ongoing research project financed by The Danish Centre for Research in Early
Childhood Education and Care. The project explores the collaboration between
parents and pedagogues in Early Childhood Education and Care centers. In the latest
reform of the legislation for Danish ECEC, pedagogues have been assigned with the
task of guiding parents’ cultivation of the home learning environments. The paper
aims for analyzing what home learning means in the concrete everyday lives of
children, parents and pedagogues. The paper's analysis contribute to challenge
dominating understandings of home learning environment and parents as
‘educators’ for their children as ‘best practice’ in fighting inequality.
Already belonging: relationally rethinking socialization and implications for children, families
and educators
Noah Kenneally
Socialization is often understood as active adults making passive children social. This
presentation explores the ways that reimagining children as social actors already
enmeshed in social worlds can help us understand socialization as a much more
participative and multidirectional process. Grounded in my dissertation’s
collaborative arts-based explorations of children’s and parents’ understandings of
childhood and family, I use a relational materialist framework to rethink the social as
going beyond human interrelations. I explore some of the implications for personal
interactions and professional practices when we include non-human, conceptual, and
placed-based elements – and children themselves – as factors in socialization
processes
3:30-5:00

Session 9F Children’s Participation in Research and Education

Location: Auditorium, 247
Rabecca and Her World: An Ethnographic and Sociolinguistic Study of A Deaf, Multiply
Disabled Fourth Grader, An Interpreter, and Class Community
Jim Howsare
In this paper, I spotlight the embodied and intersubjective in the communicative
practices of a fourth-grade deaf student named Rabecca with multiple disabilities and
an American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter named Max. Borrowing from
Bakhtinian concepts including embodied intertextuality, heteroglossia and utterance,
I offer multitextual and multimodal readings of data collected from ethnographic and
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sociolinguistic fieldwork conducted in Rabecca’s segregated special education
classroom, in addition to interviews with key informants.
Young Children’s Participation: A myth or reality?
Dasha Shalimo and John P. Portelli
This paper explores how the concept of young children’s participation is employed in
the Canadian context by analysing surveys and interviews with early childhood
practitioners (ECP) in the province of Ontario. The purpose of this research study was
to explore how ECP understand in theory and employ in practice the process of
consultation with young children as an integral part of children’s participation. The
study is guided by an emancipatory paradigm following the view that young children
have the right to contribute to curriculum and engage in policy-related decisionmaking processes (Clark, Kjørholt, & Moss, 2005; Swadener, Lundy, Blanchet-Cohen,
& Habashi, 2013).
Who speaks for whom: Considering the boundaries and borders within ethical research and
consultation with young children
Sonya Gaches
This presentation follows my 2018 RECE presentation regarding the consultation
process that I undertook with primary-aged children. From the outset, this
consultation was the first step to ethically seeking the views and voices of young
children in matters that may be important in their lives. This presentation responds to
a call for “ethics in practice” by critically reflecting upon this rights-based
consultation process and exploring how borders and boundaries were created,
confronted and ignored in the relationships between and among children,
researcher, teacher, the research context and the broader society (Bessell, 2017).
Children’s descriptions of their everyday life
Taina Kyrönlampi
What is good childhood like? How do children perceive their everyday life? This paper
answers the following questions: 1) how is children’s everyday life structured
according to children’s own descriptions, 2) how does children’s participation and
autonomy manifest in children`s everyday life, and 3) how do children describe their
encounters with others in their everyday life? This research was taken part in by
twelve Finnish third-graders living in a sparsely populated area in Northern
Ostrobothnia, Finland. The data were collected in the form of photos taken by
children themselves and the researcher`s discussions with children. Children’s social
spaces, however, sometimes mold into a common, borderless social environment.
Children in this study indicated that doing things together with their parents was
important.
3:30-5:00

Session 9G Transgenerational Contributions to Education
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Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Teachers Awareness of Parental Involvement in Primary School Pupils Education as Keys to
High Achievement in Vocabulary Development and Reading Comprehension
Eniola Akande
The study investigates teachers level of awareness of parents and significant others
involvement in attaining high achievement in vocabulary development and reading
comprehension of primary schools pupils in Ibadan South West Local Government
Area of Oyo State, Nigeria. The study adopted descriptive survey research design,
using questionnaires on 107 teachers of both public and private schools. Findings
suggests teacher’s awareness of parent’s role in some basic areas. Also, teachers
expect more from parents such as understanding each other’s viewpoints. The study
highlights ways by which both parties can reach a consensus to influence vocabulary
and reading comprehension of pupils.
The Geography of Caregiving: Nepantla, Grandparents and the US/Mexico Border
Jeanne Brown
Grandparents play an important yet varied role in grandchild care-giving, from being
the primary caregiver of their grandchildren, to providing informal childcare for
grandchildren while their parents/guardians are at work. In their care, how do
grandparents providing care negotiate nature with their grandchildren? Bridging the
concepts of nepantla and Common Worlds, this session’s conversation begins with a
qualitative study of six groups of grandparents and grandchildren with a history of
lifelong nature involvement living near the US/Mexico border. This interactive session
will then invite participants to share geographically-influenced nature experiences
through the lens of nepantla and Common Worlds.
Cultural humility and substance abuse in the borderlands; counter narrative of parent-child
relationship of “respeto”
Maria Gurrola, Monica Montoya and Ana Moseley
La frontera entre México y Estados Unidos tiene una mezcla de culturas y valores que
frecuentemente son confusas y pueden crear conflicto en las relaciones familiares. En
los últimos anos la media a creado una ideología y realidad del bordo internacional
con México que no refleja la realidad. El Paso, TX y Juárez es una de las fronteras mas
grandes con aproximadamente 2.5 millones de habitantes. Aunque este movimiento
ha sucedido desde siglos atrás con El Paso de la Frontera Norte el cual incluye Las
Cruces, El Paso y Juárez se ha transformado y adaptado a las políticas de la frontera.
Estas políticas han creado separación de familias así como creado un ambiente de
violencia, discriminación, excluyendo familias de servicios médicos y sociales. Esta
presentación enfatiza la contra-narrativa usando intervenciones tempranas
incorporando y promoviendo humildad cultural, respeto y cooperación basadas en
evidencia para reducir el uso de substancias asesorando dinámicas familiares.
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Cuentos Festivos de Mi Gente: Reconceptualizing Family (Bi)Literacy Events in a Head Start
Classroom
Mari Riojas-Cortez and Andrea Greimel
Traditional forms of family engagement do not provide families of color with the
opportunity to develop a sense of (be)longing. Children and families who form part
of underrepresented and oppressed groups need programs that give them a sense of
(be)longing. This paper presents a (bi)literacy family event that occurred in a Head
Start classroom located in a city close to the Texas border where the majority of the
children are Mexican or Mexican American. Reconceptualizing culturally-relevant
literacy events in a Head Start classroom created a space of (be)longing for families
to share their Cuentos Festivos/Festive Stories and their literacy knowledge.
3:30-5:00

Session 9H Crossing Lines: Educational and Historical Borders at Work

Location: East Ballroom, 320
Border Crossing in Women’s Early Childhood Leadership Collaborations
Bárbara Martínez-Griego and Marilyn Chu
Higher education systems for preparing future teachers are hard to change. Two
colleagues who are college teacher-educators and human services preparation
professionals, share reflections on their often border-crossing collaborations with
each other and with undergraduate students to engage programs for children, future
teachers and higher education systems into more socially just contexts for learning.
Creating Borderland Communities in the College Classroom
Susan Bernheimer
What is required for college classrooms to become borderland communities for our
increasingly diverse students? Such communities, by incorporating students’ voice as
an integral part of education, become places of change and contested realities
wherein new information and perspectives can emerge. This session presents an
instructional practice that creates a dynamic, inclusive borderland community in the
college classroom, in which learning moves beyond the boundaries of current
knowledge and gives voice to marginalized groups.
6:00pm Inaugural Indigenous Caucus Meeting (open to Indigenous conference attendees
only). Participants, please meet in front of Corbett by 5:30pm. Contact Mere Skerrett, who is
kindly organizing this meeting, at mere.skerrett@vuw.ac.nz for more information.
Sunday, November 3rd
8:15-8:30

Announcements

Location: Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
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8:30-10:00

Conference Plenary III

Location: Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
Valuing Borderland Communities' Cultural and Linguistic Wealth: Developing Socially
Conscious Pre-Service Bilingual Teachers to Work with Young Children
Christian Zuniga, Kiyomi Sanchez Suzuki Colegrove, Zulmaris Diaz, J. Joy Esquierdo and Irasema
Salinas-Gonzalez
Teacher educators have an important role in creating meaningful learning
experiences for teacher candidates to develop social consciousness, and value
communities’ cultural and linguistic wealth (Villegas & Lucas, 2002). The four papers
in this panel describe learning experiences developed by bilingual/ESL teacher
educators at Hispanic-serving institutions (HSIs) on the U.S.-Mexico borderlands.
Collectively, these experiences aim to disrupt hegemonic ideologies often
perpetuated about communities of color living in poverty. The purpose of this panel
is to provide teachers, teacher candidates, and teacher educators with a situated
perspective about teacher education in borderland contexts.
10:00-10:30

Break

10:30-12:00

Session 11A Approaches to Making Meaning with Videos

Location: East Ballroom, 320
Approaches to Making Meaning with Videos
Joseph Tobin, Annegrethe Ahrenkiel, Kyunghwa Lee and Jennifer Adair
The papers in this session explore the challenges and possibilities of making meaning
from videos made in early childhood education and care settings. The four papers in
this session, rather than emphasizing the presentation of findings from the authors’
video-based studies, instead take a step back from their projects to reflect on the
meta-level question of how we make meaning with video, and how we might use
video in various ways to reconceptualize early childhood education research, theory,
and practice.The conceptual background for this session is the recent theoretical turn
in the social sciences and humanities towards a focus on space, things, and bodies, a
turn that has led to a rise in educational studies that use video to study spatial,
material, and embodied aspects of pedagogy and life in educational and care
settings.
10:30-12:00

Session 11B Dangerous games and the future of childhood

Location: West Ballroom, 316
Dangerous games and the future of childhood
Andrew Gibbons, David Kupferman and Amy Sojot
In this themed panel the idea of the game is explored within the context of
Border/lands and (Be)longings. Through games we come to know the world in
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particular ways. Games have traditionally distinguished what is to be taken seriously
and what playfully, who gets to play the game and who does not. These are
perceived distinctions that, in science fiction works, are revealed in their past,
present and future constructions. The game, we argue, is essential to a gamut of
dystopian futures and the governing of childhood and adulthood. Hence, in this panel
science fiction provides the central approach to the reconceptualization of early of
childhood.
10:30-12:00

Session 11C In-between Spaces for Transformation

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
In-between spaces for transformation: Constructing (un)belonging of young children with
disabilities’ bodies
Sunmin Lee, Katherina Payne, Soyoung Park and Monica Alonzo
In classroom settings, the bodies of children with disabilities are often perceived and
treated as objects for control. Their bodies are controlled through discourse and
behaviors guided by deficit thinking that is rooted in the intersections of ableism,
racism, and classism. Using the lens of critical disability studies and poststructuralism, this session addresses how bodies of children with disabilities are
perceived and treated in ways that construct their in/exclusion in early childhood
classrooms and provides counter-stories that demonstrate the capabilities of children
with disabilities in areas of agency and civic action.
10:30-12:00

Session 11D Childhood Artmaking In Education

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Possibilities with/in early childhood education diversity through artist/researcher/teacher
wonderings
Corinna Peterken
Art making considered possibilities of diversity in this research during an experiential
learning project. Shifting understandings of diversity were attended to as pre service
early childhood educators reflected on their practice. Over one academic year these
early childhood education and special education students planned for and engaged in
literacy lessons with Kindergarten classes. Participants kept journals to document
their experiences and thinking about teaching and diversity. Weekly meetings for
mentoring enhanced pedagogy and were used to question assumptions and deficit
thinking. Making art to engage with ideas of diversity provoked recognition of biases
and supported shifts to strengths based practice.
Diffraction as investigating the Adaptation of the Reggio Emilia Approach in the Asian Art
Educational Context
Hsiu-Chun Yang
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The aim of this paper is to explore a feasible way to apply REA to early childhood art
education in Taiwan. The definition of adapt in this study suggests a productive
difference situated in an open web in order to find something new instead of
searching for determinable and presumable differences through negation (Murris,
2016). Barad’s diffraction as a methodology supports this research project to study
REA adaptation as productive differences and the entanglement of materials
encounters. This study answers what the school spaces and material functions affect
the becoming of Reggio-inspired teachers for further suggestions of REA adaptation.
Kidspeak: Children as Co-researchers with Their Own Rights and Lived Experiences
Beth Powers
This presentation encourages conversations with children about their rights and how
they frame those ideals. Data was collected using a critical literacy protocol and a
series of observations, structured interviews, and arts-based research methods to
scaffold children’s reflections by asking them to create artistic representations of
their perspectives. Annotated drawings and direct quotes will be shared to help
participants to consider how children themselves understand their rights. Findings
affirm Hart’s (1999), notion that while children do have varying abilities to perceive of
and relate to their rights, they should have the opportunity to learn about and give
input on them. Resulting themes center on children’s perspectives on their own right
including a) Choices, b) Family and Friends, c) Play, and d) Protection and Basic
Needs.
10:30-12:00

Session 11E Translanguaging/lation Practices in Education

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
How does Family-School Collaboration Build a Child’s Trilingual Confidence: A Case of a
Child’s Language Development
Abigail Wisniewski, Meagan Franzoy and Wenjie Wang
This study investigates multiple family-school collaboration strategies that create a
sense of belonging and connectedness for a child who is from China and never has
schooling experiences. Further, the study illustrates that the variety of family-school
collaboration strategies not only help the child to acquire English, but also at the
same time assist him to maintain Chinese Mandarin as the first home language and to
learn Nepali as the second home language in a borderland community. As a result,
the child shows his comfortableness and confidence in trilingual development.
Translingual Pedagogies: Promoting Linguistic and Cognitive Engagement in Early Childhood
Education
Iliana Alanis and Maria Arreguin-Anderson
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The authors highlight the use of a translingual interactive approach in dual language
early childhood classrooms by purposefully emphasizing the relevance of the
communicative act and the multiple ways in which young learners make meaning.
Through empirical data, the authors reveal how two early childhood teachers created
multimodal spaces for students’ bilingualism and ways of knowing. Strong emphasis
on the pedagogical strategies used to enhance active and authentic learning for
students through translanguaging practices that allowed students to serve as
linguistic resources for one another, within a linguistically inclusive classroom
environment that opened up spaces of resistance and social justice.
Enacting Language with Google Translate: Engaging Across Linguistic Borders
Frances Bose
Informed by the concepts of “intra-action” (Barad, 2007) with “semiotic resources”
(Blommaert, 2010) this session discusses how enacting or making language between
emergent bi/multilingual children, Google Translate application, tablet computer, and
adults created a moment of composition where participants dynamically transformed
each other into different ways of engaging. An example from a second-grade writing
workshop is analyzed from the presenter’s fifteen-month ethnographic study in a
linguistically diverse classroom. Even within schools with ideologies that privilege
verbal and written English to communicate meaning, this presentation suggests we
can work within structural inequalities to produce additional pathways for
connections and engagement.
10:30-12:00

Session 11F Reconsidering Child/Educator Practices, Needs and Pedagogies

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Navigating reconceptualist and ethics of care scholarship to find a space for rethinking
children’s needs
Rachel Langford
The aim of this paper is to navigate through differing perspectives on the concept of
children’s needs. Post foundational scholars critique the developmental narrative of
needy and vulnerable children. The child as competent, capable, contradictory and
complex has emerged as an alternative narrative. In contrast, care scholars regard
‘having needs’ as ontologically what it means to be human. This paper proposes a
potential in-between space that recognizes that children have needs and
vulnerabilities. At the same time, this recognition is complicated through entangled
ideas about needs-interpretation, ethical care, subjectivity, identity and belonging.
Our Pedagogical Edges: Blending and Blurring the Boundaries of Teaching & Care
Margaret Clark
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Borrowing from the concept of a “cultural edge” (Turner et. al, 2003), this paper
presents the personal reflections from both pre-service and in-service early childhood
educators who are contemplating the foundational beliefs in their daily work with
young children. With increased pressure to focus on academics in the early years,
these educators specifically note an essential ethics of care in their work.This paper
posits that our best practices must include a process of blending and blurring the
edges of these pedagogies and finding opportunities new transformations,
innovative practices and carefully constructed education and care.
Dangerous Time: A critical qualitative inquiry into Ontario ECEs’ perspectives on planning
time
Lisa Johnston
The vital work of planning curriculum in early childhood settings often takes place in
the margins of time where ECEs are not paid and are beset by competing demands.
Drawing on notions of queer time to disrupt temporal logics, this research paper uses
a critical qualitative inquiry approach, centered on Ontario ECEs voices, to uncover
how planning time is conceptualized and may be reconceptualized as a (dangerous)
site of transformation. Planning time is situated in the space between advocacy for
improving wages and working conditions and theory that informs critical reflection
for challenging the status quo and (re)imagining pedagogical practice.
Children's Makerspace: An Intellectual Development Oriented Pedagogy for Early STEM
Education
Song An
This presentation will focus on performing a survey of Makerspace pedagogy in early
childhood that emphasizes the connections between academic development and
intellectual development that occur during experiences of making. This presentation
will therefore summarize the current state of research and practice for Makerspace
pedagogy early childhood education, and in the process divide the discussion into
two main sections: (1) an analysis of historical roots, and philosophical foundations
and theoretical perspectives for Makerspace pedagogy, and (2) a description of
exemplary pedagogical approaches that are appropriate for supporting early
childhood Makerspace pedagogy.
10:30-12:00

Session 11G The Precarity of Care

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
The Precarity of Care: Mothers, Othermothers, and Toddlers at the Borders of
Consciousness
Tran Templeton, Azucena Verdín, Marquita Foster and Cati de Los Ríos

41

27th RECE Conference 2019
Las Cruces, New Mexico
This session discusses expansive notions of family, culture, and literacy, as they relate
to children and families living and learning at both physical and metaphysical borders.
Using other ways of being and knowing (Black feminist, Chicana/Latina feminist, and
funds of knowledge frameworks), our panel explores how and what it means for
women and children of Color to construct their own knowledges and identities within
increasingly dehumanizing discourses around their communities. Whether they are
Black teachers, Latina immigrant mothers, or a trilingual toddler, we highlight the
complex ways that individuals navigate and make sense of their border and
transnational identities.
10:30-12:00

Session 11H Conceptions of Race and Belonging

Location: Auditorium, 247
Conceptions of Race and Belonging in Early Childhood Settings
Anna Falkner, Nakisha Whittington, Natacha Jones, Alexa Zin and Hilario Lomeli
For both teachers and students, early childhood classrooms are racialized spaces
(e.g. Aviña, 2016; Van Audale & Feagin, 2001). Race influences questions of belonging
and community on individual and societal levels (Yuval-Davis, 2006). In this session,
we present four papers broadly addressing the construction and presence of race in
early childhood contexts. In these papers, we argue that both students and teachers
navigate historically produced racial assignations of belonging or exclusion; however,
within early childhood spaces both children and teachers draw on capabilities for
sense-making, solidarity-building, and healing.
12:00-1:30pm LUNCH AT TAOS, Lower Level of Corbett
Book Table Talks, Private Room in Taos (seating for 24)
Iris Duhn, Karen Malone & Marek Tesar, Urban Nature and Childhoods
Janice Kroeger, Casey Myers & Katy Morgan, Nurturing Nature and the
Environment with Young Children: Children, Elders, Earth
David Kupferman & Andrew Gibbons, Childhood, Science Fiction, and
Pedagogy: Children Ex Machina
*For others who would like to organize additional book table talks, please gather
your group in the open cafeteria seating during lunch time. Unfortunately, per
university policy, we are unable to reserve tables in the open seating area.
SPECIAL SESSION:
1:30-2:30 Danza Azteca Omecoatl Honoring Im(migrant) Families, Children and Social
Activists, Corbett Outdoor Stage
Gisela Sarellano, Captain of Danza Azteca Omecoatl & Araceli Rivas, Independent Scholar
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Danza Azteca Omecoatl, a local group from El Paso, Texas, will hold an Indigenous
prayer ceremony. This traditional spiritual ceremony will be in honor of the children
and families im(migrating) through the geopolitical borders of Latin America seeking
refuge from poverty, war, violence, conflict, and environmental genocides. The
ceremony will also honor social justice activists that through diverse pathways (legal,
policy, hospitality, witnessing, academic, sponsorship, political, financial, spiritual,
religious) welcome and work for the humane treatment of families and children
attempting to come, in processing at detention centers/shelters, or beginning their
journey in the U.S. For those interested in supporting or being part of the diverse
organizations that work on advocacy and social justice of im(migrant) children and
families in U.S., information of a list of organizations will be shared.
3:00-4:30

Session 12A Languages as symbolic capital in RECE

Location: West Ballroom, 316
Languages as symbolic capital in RECE: The potential of ‘Borderlands’ to develop a genuine
ECEC perspective
Tomas Ellegaard, Elena Nitecki and Helge Wasmuth
RECE is and has always been thoroughly dominated by the English language. This
panel will point to some potential problems or dilemmas this poses for ECEC
researchers who do not use English as their first language, with examples from
Danish and German positions. These problems are analyzed with Swaan’s theory on
the political sociology of languages and on languages as linguistic capital. Lastly, we
discuss how the lens of ‘borderlands’ presents the potential to examine and question
some of our basic understandings and develop a genuine perspective of ECEC
phenomena.
3:00-4:30

Session 12B Becoming(s)with/As Las Fronteras

Location: Auditorium, 247
Panel: Becoming(s)with/As Las Fronteras - Living Multiplicity and Liminality
Gaile Cannella, Marcus Johnson, Mary Esther Huerta and Timothy Kinard
This panel first overviews the scholarly work of some third space scholars (e.g.
Foucault, Kristeva, Bhabha, Anzaldúa, Haraway) as applied broadly to boundary
crossings, liminalities, and multiple fronteras and identities. Examples that illustrate
the scholarship include applications to immigration, linguistic diversity, and the
construction of emergent concepts like “undocucrit” (critical race theory as applied
to individual liminal locations within DACA). Following the overview, three papers
focus on specific childhood border positionings related to the rhetoric versus reality
of democracy, young children as disrupting linguistic power boundaries, and life
liminalities that becomewith curriculum for those who are younger.
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3:00-4:30

Session 12C Finding Our Humanity: Teacher Representation and Empathy

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
PAL (peer assisted learning)/pair learning in liminal spaces: Experiences of international
students
Jane Bone
International students studying for an early childhood qualification in Australia must
have professional teaching experiences. Using a PAL (peer assisted learning)
approach participants were asked to be in a pair instead of being alone. Interviews
were conducted and analysed from a Deleuzian philosophical perspective. It was
found that learning happened in unexpected in-between spaces of liminality.
Peer/pair interaction was shown to be useful as participants negotiated challenges.
Accounts of their experiences are presented here and this research advocates for the
professional learning of international students to be a collaborative event rather than
an individually focused experience.
Subcontracted Mothering: A Discourse Analysis of Childcare Teachers in the Korean News
Minjung Lim
The provision of early childhood education and care for children and families has
received growing attention in Korean society, as women laborers are necessarily
required in sustaining the economy. This research examines how childcare teachers
are represented in the Korean news by utilizing a discourse analysis on newspaper
articles and television news. Analyses reveal disciplining, ambiguous, self-sacrificial
discourses of childcare teachers in the Korean news, being conceptualized as
subcontracted mothers. These discourses may contribute to the Korean childcare
teachers’ professional identity and impose hegemonic control over the quality of
early childhood education and care in Korea.
Teacher Empathy at the Hyphen
Leah Muccio, Kevin McGowan and Lea Ann Christenson
How can teacher empathy contribute to humane and socially just classroom
experiences within different sociopolitical school contexts (Andrews, Bartell, &
Richmond, 2016)? As part of a larger collaborative self-study research endeavor, we
explore questions around the potential impact of teacher empathy on our own
practices as early childhood teacher educators and on the practices of our teacher
candidates. We frame our work around Fine’s concept of working the hyphens (1994)
to interrupt othering as part of our teacher research praxis. We explore our identities
as self and other at the hyphen within our collaboration, with our students, and with
children and families.
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3:00-4:30

Session 12D Experiencing the World: Accepting Children’s Modes of
Knowledge

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
An ethic of hospitality in early childhood: possibilities for welcoming children at the borders
Cassandra Kotsanas
In this paper I will consider how a framework inspired by Derrida’s ethic of hospitality
may create opportunities to welcome what arrives unannounced at the borders of
our early childhood practices. In particular, I will focus on how educators can engage
with what has often been unwelcome in early childhood, such as experiences of
trauma and violence in the asylum seeking process, and how they may recognize the
effects of these as valid means of children’s participation and belonging, and as
fertile ground for more inclusive and hopeful practices.
When “Not Quality” is Not Quality
Meghan Brindley
The notion of quality is often tied to terms such as “evidence-based practice” and
“best practice”, which are inserted into the discourse when teachers are learning
new ways of doing, defending their practice, or forced to conform to the wishes of
administration. There is an inherent dichotomy in defining what is and is not quality.
Yet, things deemed to be “not quality” are not necessarily without indicators of
quality: It depends on whom you ask. Quality outside of the “standardized” definition
of quality is not not quality. It is only not quality when approached from the
“standardized” definition of quality.
Beyond Borders and Without a Bannister: The Burden and the Blessing of Free-Range
Thinking in Early Learning Curriculum Frameworks
Bev Mathison and Carolyn Bjartveit
Leaning into the work of Hannah Arendt, this workshop constitutes an invitation to
share knowledge and experience, delineate and open borders, (re)imagine
belonging, provoke thinking, and summon change within established curricula. This is
centred on three interrelated ‘islands’ of focus drawn from the writings of Arendt
(1958, 1961, 2018): identification of existing or potential mediocrities that run the risk
of becoming institutionally benumbed and conscripted; arousing thought without
sliding into indoctrination in the enactment of de- and re-constructing interior and
exterior walls and borders; and how we might move from interpreting the world to
changing it with fortitude and fearlessness.
3:00-4:30

Session 12E Food, Land, and Sustainability in ECEC

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Foodways in an early childhood center: a qualitative study of food-based interactions
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Flora Harmon, Erica Ritter and Radhika Viruru
This paper draws from a qualitative study of the interactions between teachers,
children and the support staff at a university-based children’s center with a large
international population, centering around the place of food in the center.
Interactions that revolve around how food is produced, prepared, and consumed are
known as “foodways” (Dawkins, 2009). Drawing on this and other similar works, this
paper explores how food functions both as a marker of difference and exclusion and
creates an “intimate frontier” where children’s “preferences” for “familiar” foods
create racialized and class-based subjectivities for both the students and staff at the
center.
Humannature: Exploring early childhood education in the age of the Anthropocene
Janna Goebel
Conversations about the role of education in the context of the sustainability of our
planet are crucial and time sensitive. This paper will share findings from a dissertation
study that focuses on the role of children’s intra-actions with Earth’s (in)animate
more-than-human in places of (in)formal learning in order to understand the role of
education for survival in the Anthropocene. The fate of the planet is entangled with
the human species, but the burden falls disproportionately to our youngest
generation. They will inherit a damaged planet. Yet, their voices and perspectives are
excluded from the conversation. This paper highlights those voices.
Love as resistance
Mia Husted
This session addresses societal and pedagogical shortcomings when facing the
challenge of how sustainability crisis matter to children. The session discusses how
love emerges as resistance to change when addressing pedagogy for sustainability.
This kind of resistance emerged in an action research study that aimed to explore,
elaborate and develop new pedagogical actions and perspectives related to future
relationships between human beings and our common natural environment (Hansen
et al 2016). The study gave rise to new forms of educational courses at University
College Copenhagen as well as new forms of activities in daycare institutions along
with more distinct insights into truly contrasting perception of how and why issues of
sustainability might matter to children.
What Are the Implications to Land Ethics When Animacy of Land is Considered?
Leisje Carter
Children, who innately bring to the work of learning, a sense of curiosity coupled with
the desire to engage in hands-on exploration, are in an ideal position to benefit from
place based learning environments. So, just what is place based education? By
definition, place based education (PBE) or pedagogy of place, “is the process of using
the local community and environment as a starting point to teach (curricular)
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concepts” (Sobel, 2004). To expand further on this definition, I would add that PBE
makes visible to students the many links that exist between classroom and
community, which in turn ensures that each learner has the opportunity to view
themselves through the lens of global citizen.
3:00-4:30

Session 12F Teaching From Our Own Contexts

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Big Histories, Little Memories: Conceptualizations of Childhood across Social Contexts
Julie Garlen, Lisa Farley, Sandra Chang-Kredl and Debbie Sonu
This paper explores practical and theoretical links between adult conceptualizations
of childhood, autoethnographic memories, and the social contexts that frame their
articulation in four sites across North America. At each site, we examine
conceptualizations of childhood as they surface in memories of undergraduates
seeking to work with children, with a focus on how such memories encode, repeat,
and disrupt cultural tropes of childhood. The intent is to determine if and how
cultural tropes of childhood appear differently in the memories surfaced at each site
and how these shifts may inform conceptualizations of childhood among those
seeking to work in child-oriented settings.
Learning to become what? Some Stories of Generation Z from Hong Kong
I-Fang Lee
Contemporary childhoods and student-hoods in East Asian societies are shaped by
(dis)connections between multiple sociocultural, political, economic, and educational
changes. As part of the Global Childhoods Project, this paper investigates
(dis)connections between policy contexts, school curriculum and experiences,
pedagogical practices, and children’s everyday activities in Hong Kong. Seeking to
understand children’s lifeworlds and learning experiences (both inside and outside of
school contexts) in the post-colonial era in Hong Kong, this paper examines the
appearances of multiple realities for groups of children in Hong Kong to problematize
how differences are constructed and (re)produced to address concerns of equity in
education.
The Disavowal of Death and Dying: Autoethnographic Stories From the Borderlands of
Childhood
Christopher Au
The death of a child’s parent, and the death of my mentor to cancer, propels me
towards autoethnographic storytelling and the questioning of a culture of teaching
that disallows the presence of death and grieving in the early childhood and primary
classroom. As I confront traumas in my own childhood, the present and the past
delicately overlap, and I am able to free myself from the archetypal image of fragile
and helpless children. When these insights are shared with my students in a teacher
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education program, imaginative subjectivities that accept death as a part of
curriculum are made possible.
Cross-cultural encounters: an immigrant early childhood teacher’s autoethnographic stories
about living and teaching within and beyond boundaries
Mihaela Enache
Immigration has become the focus of much debate recently, with significant political
events happening, such as Brexit, the American elections and a global refugee crisis.
Teaching, teachers and communities of learning are affected by ongoing changes in
demographics and the need to continuously adapt education to social and cultural
changes. I propose that the first step we, (immigrant) teachers, can take towards
valuing and supporting different cultures is by understanding and being secure in our
own (cultural) identity. Our identities take shape through dialogue not only with the
outside world, but importantly with the world within us.
3:00-4:30

Session 12G Borderline: Productive Dis-Obedience as Strategy

Location: East Ballroom, 320
Borderline: productive dis-obedience as a strategy for addressing intrinsic dis-orders, and
systemic dys-functions in early childhood education and care?
Mathias Urban, Colette Murray, Marek Tesar, Sonja Arndt, Jennifer Guevara
Taking on the challenge of responding to this year’s conference theme Border/lands
and (Be)longings the contributions to this joint panel explore the web of distinctions
that characterise early childhood education and care as academic discipline,
professional field, and sphere of political and societal struggle. We employ the
concept of Borderline to investigate the many conceptual, practical, institutional,
ethical, philosophical and other borders we constantly straddle, cross, create, ignore,
and often actively resist in our daily interactions. Borders are manifestations of
distinction and as such fundamental and intrinsic to a world (uni/multi-verse) that is
something other than entropic: existence, as we know it, would not be possible
without distinction.
3:00-4:30

Session 12H Playing Politics: Children and Social Issues

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
Improving Education across Borders: The Experiences of Retornados Students and their
Teachers in Mexico
Dina Castro, Nydia Prishker and Lya Sañudo Guerra
The purpose of this presentation is to bring the voices of transnational students
labeled as retornados and their teachers in México to the forefront. Our objective is
to increase understanding and to advocate for better practices and ways of teaching
that would allow students, as well as educators, to use their own culture,
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experiences, and knowledge. We will present the developing themes from interviews
with transnational students and their teachers from a region in México with a high
percentage of transnational migration that could help us recognize and affirm the
strengths and lived experiences of this population.
“When You Say Teacher, They Think Female”: Listening to the Voices of Male Early
Childhood Educators
Mindi Reich-Shapiro, Jean Y. Plaisir and Kirsten Cole
The gendered construction of the early childhood education (ECE) workforce
reinforces harmful stereotypes and power relationships. Men who enter the field
often find themselves carrying the weighty mantle of “male role model.” This study
focused on how self-identified male educators reflect upon the impact of their male
identity on their lives as teachers. Interviews with male educators and administrators
were analyzed to explore how the educators’ concepts of maleness and masculinity
are constructed and understood in the field. Findings have implications for practices
and policies that can support recruitment and retention of men working in the early
childhood field.
The “Good” Teacher: Locating and Disrupting My Teacher Selves in a Toddler Classroom
Emmanuelle Fincham
What is a “good” toddler teacher? When you ask that question from a position
informed by feminist poststructural theories, it leads to an examination of dominant
constructions of teacher and carves space for disrupting the discourses that shape
teaching practice. Using data from my dissertation, I will describe ways I reproduced
discourses that position the teacher as Manager, Martyr, and Technician. And, in
response, I will pose three frames for disrupting those discourses in everyday
classroom practice.
Guess what preschool children think: Irritability as a pedagogical approach to challenge early
childhood educators’ perspectives of their roles
Sophia Han, Jolyn Blank and Eloah Decat
Current emphasis on educational standards and standardization of early educational
experiences has left teachers with little room to engage in critical discussions. This
study is aimed to explore and examine how young children and pre-service teachers
engage with socially controversial issues. We appropriate the term irritability to refer
to pre-service teachers’ experience of intellectual tension between at least two
different good teaching possibilities, and consider it as a pedagogical approach to
challenge pre-service teachers. Using a qualitative approach, we illustrate ways
teacher educators can foster pre-service teachers’ engagement with critical issues.
4:30-5:00

Break
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5:00-6:30

Session 13A Crossing Over: Exploring the Evolution and Political Possibilities
of RECE

Location: Auditorium, 247
Crossing Over: Exploring the Evolution and Political Possibilities of RECE
Shirley Kessler, Mimi Bloch, Marisol Diaz, Jan Jipson and Brooke Richardson
Many children are living in dangerous conditions where there are clear abuses of
children's rights and where children have been denied their right to play or have
limited access to care and a culturally and linguistically appropriate education. This
session seeks to begin the messy, but necessary, discussion, of the role of RECE in
responding to these and other abuses of children's' rights, a role that requires
educators to explore unfamiliar territory Topics include: the history of RECE,
resistance to oppressive practices, and the need to educate pre-service teachers to
act in the political arena.
5:00-6:30

Session 13B Power to the Profession?

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Power to the Profession? Repoliticizing Early Childhood Professional Development
Kate Connor, Rebecca Halperin, Mary Quest and Mark Nagasawa
This session will be a popular education space for those living double lives as critical
early childhood scholars working within (infiltrating?) national/local early childhood
professional development systems. It is guided by the questions: How are we
(individually) navigating globally circulating professional development d/Discourse?
and What are we doing/can we do (individually and collectively as RECE) to affect this
d/Discourse? By sharing our experiences, members of this “pop-up” community of
practice will help each other to identify action-opportunities, not only in our local
contexts but also through RECE as a rhizomatic, transnational conduit of critical
praxis.
5:00-6:30

Session 13C Transfer and Transformations

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
Transfer and Transformations: Collaborating to Support Minority and First-generation
Students’ Transition between Community College and State University.
Wenjie Wang, Kathryn Million and Lynette Bagwell
This workshop explores the struggle to transform an established pathway between a
2-year and a 4-year early childhood education program by making the transition
accessible and responsive to Hispanic, first generation, and low-income students.
Doña Ana Community College and New Mexico State University have an established
2+2 program where 100% of the DACC credits transfer to the aligned bachelor’s
degree program. Despite this ease of transferability, only 13% of students are
transferring. Workshop facilitators will explore the narratives and lived experiences
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of students navigating this pathway. Barriers and possibilities will be discussed in
order to better understand and deconstruct established norms.
5:00-6:30

Session 13D Examining Different Play Modes in ECE

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
The government of childhood: playing as a technique of the self
Tiago Almeida
Our understanding of childhood and the role of play has been changing over time.
This text intends to analyse and to question, from the writings of Rousseau,
Pestalozzi and Froebel, how play can be assumed and considered as a technology of
subjectivation of childhood and, with that, define its “to-be” and how. In this sense,
this paper proposes to discuss play as a device for normalisation, subjectivation and
governance of what a child can and cannot do. The focus of analysis will be on how
the perspectives on children’s play, on the one hand, delimitate what a child should
be and, on the other hand, how this delimitation anticipates the project of an adult to
come.
Moving through playgrounds: Two-year olds’ engagements in the playground space
Amanda Fellner
The experiences of very young children are often ignored and diminished by the
adults around them. This is evident in the current literature on playground spaces and
young children’s movement through these spaces. Utilizing critical childhoods
perspectives and spatial theory, this study aims to use researcher driven and
participatory methods to look deeper at the ways 2-year olds shape the social space
and contribute to their own ways of meaning making in adult designed playground
spaces.
Breaking down hard curricular borders through playful engagement with parents and
children
Martin Needham
This paper explores the potential for playful narratives and sporting artefacts to open
up the curricular border between physical activity, spoken languages and body
languages (Kuby and Rucker 2016). It reports on the development of workshops for
parents and children. It uses observations, and interviews with coaches, parents and
practitioners to explore the challenges and benefits of adults introducing story
narratives into physical education. It is argued that this may allow children and adults
to engage more fully with each others’ worlds promoting inclusive and self-sustaining
physical activity at a time in England where healthy lifestyles are a concern.
5:00-6:30

Session 13E Different Approaches and Understandings in ECE
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Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
The Sociocultural Nature of Emotion: “It’s Okay. Take a deep breath.”
Cynthia Wiltshire
Research demonstrates the understanding of emotion to be critical for children’s
development, both for school readiness and success, and for well-being across the
lifespan. Its importance necessitates engagement in schools despite obstacles of
neoliberalism. Typically investigated in quantitative ways, this study investigated
emotion using qualitative observations and interviews to better understand the
dynamic paths by which emotion is learned in early childhood classrooms, asking 1)
What are early childhood teachers’ perspectives on emotion? and 2) How are these
thoughts enacted? This study reveals that teachers encourage emotion learning as
relational and that learning occurs in multiple directions within a classroom.
Woes of the rural child in the early years of education in a typical Ghanaian village
Frank Anini
The study fills the gap in knowledge of our understanding of learning environments
(LE) in an impoverished context of Ghana. It examines the current status of the LEs in
the disadvantaged areas in order to create new dialogue and action on an enabling
response to support children’s rights especially in the light of considering the need
for high quality kindergarten education. The study makes use of reconceptualist
literature and shows the power centres for action through an analysis of the state of
LEs that confronts children and their teachers. Additionally, the ecological model
allows for an analysis beyond the micro-realities of key actors who featured as head
teachers, teachers, district education officers, and parents.
Reconsidering the Boundaries of Early Childhood Curriculum
Dan Castner
In many ways the reconceptualization of early childhood education has paralleled the
reconceptualization of curriculum studies. Reconceptualists in both fields have
blurred boundaries created by academic disciplines and theoretical orientation.
However, early seminal works generated within the reconceptualization of ECE and
curriculum studies established definitive borders between critical perspectives and
normative theories of child and/or curriculum development (Bloch, 1991; Pinar,
Reynolds, Slattery, & Taubman, 1995). Advancing a particular interpretation of critical
pragmatism, this paper will provide a framework for democratizing early childhood
curriculum development and leadership. The framework will emphasize the valueladen and contextual nature of curriculum and policy enactments.
Culturally Sustaining Early Literacy Teaching: New Approaches, Strategies, and Practices
Crystal Glover, Kindel Nash and Bilal Polson
This session will feature stories of culturally sustaining teaching in early childhood
classrooms highlighting the work of four teacher-teacher educator dyads (two52
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person teams) who participated in the National Council of Teachers of English
(NCTE)’s Professional Dyads and Culturally Relevant Teaching (PDCRT) project from
2013-2015. Through this project, teachers and teacher educators across the United
States worked together in classrooms for two years to research, generate,
implement, document, and evaluate culturally sustaining literacy practices. The study
demonstrates how children can grow academically without losing or denying their
languages, literacies, cultures, and histories for the sake of achieving literacy
proficiency (Alim & Paris, 2017).
5:00-6:30

Session 13F Water Wonders!

Location: West Ballroom, 316
Water Wonders! Explorations of Water for Early Childhood Providers
Carolyn Gore and Lauren Butcher
Providing robust opportunities in early childhood education in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) allows participants to see themselves as capable
science learners. Being a capable science learner is a key component of investing in
our future. In this session, participants will become playful learners and make
discoveries about water absorption, adhesion, and surface tension. We will discuss
ways to use play-based inquiry to uncover and strengthen young children’s
understandings about the physical and chemical properties of water.
5:00-6:30

Session 13G Analyzing Nonlinear Spaces and Inviting Children’s Perspectives
in ECEC

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Thresholds and other demarcations in the spaces of early childhood education
Shin Ae Han
This paper reports on a phenomenological ethnography aimed at understanding the
meaning of children being 'bounded' and 'belonging' to the spaces of early childhood
education. This study proposes a view of a preschool classroom as a space of humanhuman relationships, human-object relationships, using a framework that draws on
Tuan’s concept of identity of place, and Barad and Bennett’s concepts of new
materialism. I connect the materiality of thresholds, carpet markings, and other
classroom architectural features that have potent metaphorical connotations. I will
use these elements to conceptualize how objects and the organization of physical
space impact the way children experience and function in these spaces.
El Jardín de Niños un Clima Escolar sin Violencia
Hilda Alicia Guzman Elizondo, Juan Sánchez García and Nancy Bernardina Moya González
El estudio que se presenta es un diagnóstico sobre el clima escolar en 21 Jardines de
Niños del área metropolitana de Monterrey. 46 alumnas en su formación inicial
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docente encuestaron a 421 niños de preescolar sobre el clima escolar y familiar. El
Nuevo Modelo Educativo Mexicano exige ambientes inclusivos en las prácticas
escolares, por lo que las estudiantes, a partir de los resultados realizarán secuencias
para promover la paz y erradicar brotes de violencia. Los resultados revelaron que
sólo 12,1% de los niños han recibido golpes, el 4% empujones y en menor frecuencia
amenazas y encierros.
The Monkey Bars: Navigating the Linear and the Rhizomatic
Emily McHenry
This paper proposal follows a group of preschool children as they reconceptualize a
room in their school. These four children and their teacher met weekly throughout
the course of a school year to redesign their Motor Room – an indoor gym-like room
used by all classrooms. The children collected feedback from their schoolmates and
observed others using the Motor Room as they revised their proposal for the
redesign. Parents shared their expertise with the children, contributed ideas about
space and flow, and posed questions. Finally, the children created their model of the
Motor Room, weaving their priorities with their schoolmates’.
‘I wish this house was filled with gold’ - Including children’s perspectives into curriculum
development
Katrin Macha
This paper shows how we included the children’s perspective into curriculum
development in a large community in Germany. We wanted to find out what they see
as good quality in early childhood centres and bring these views together to build a
new curriculum. In 10 centres we did participatory observations and focus groups
with children. By bringing their words and views of their reality in centres into the
curriculum developing discourse we acted as allies/ advocates for their perspectives.
This paper wants to show how researchers as active actors in the ECEC-system can
open the field for inclusion of children’s views, not only on a day-to-day-basis in their
direct environment but also in the wider context of shaping competences of
practitioners and other layers of the system. It critically reflects the role as
allies/advocates.
5:00-6:30

Session 13H From Deficits to Strengths: Creating New Possibilities in ECEC

Location: East Ballroom, 320
Dismantling the Deficit Trope: Public Urban Education and the Deconstruction of the "Failing
Schools" Narrative
Ashley Sullivan, Janelle Newman, Heather Cole and Karen Rizzo
With school districts characterized as “failing,” families may choose to send their
children elsewhere, contributing to reduced public school funding. While this bleak
perspective may be challenging, it does not capture the entire state of affairs. To
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move from “deficit” to “asset”-based depictions, all stakeholder voices must be
included. To “dismantle the deficit trope” surrounding one public school district, an
in-depth ethnographic study was conducted. Artwork and interviews depicted an
overall narrative of strength, providing a contrast to the pervasive deficit-based
perspective regarding urban schools. Findings demonstrated themes including
resilience, ingenuity, dedication, and community partnerships.
Rethinking Assessment in School Readiness Discourses
David Vining
Standardized assessments have often led to narrow measures of children's
competencies, especially when deployed as a tool to measure school readiness.
Using a critical childhoods lens, I explore how alternative assessments used at one
urban pre-school in New York City seek to center children's agency and quantify key
aspects of learning not captured by formalized assessment frameworks. How do we
reclaim the assessment process and create assessments that aid in understanding
children's capacities rather than target deficits and foster competition propagated by
the neoliberal state? How can we use assessment to support successful transitions?
The Community Plan for a Public System of Integrated Early Care & Learning
Sharon Gregson
The $10aDay Child Care Plan is a classic example of how a small group of women can
come together with an idea based on research, evidence, lived experience and
commitment and, with many allies, make that idea a concrete solution to a current
public policy disaster. Province-wide momentum for $10aDay had been building since
its launch in 2011 with a goal of bringing affordable quality child care to the province.
We set our goals high and our province now has a premier, a finance minister, a
minister of state for child care and a government that have endorsed the $10aDay
child-care plan; to lower parent fees, provide wage-enhancements to the ECE
workforce, invest in Indigenous-led ECE for First Nations, and create thousands of
new licensed spaces.
Monday, November 4th
8:15-8:30

Announcements

Location: Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
8:30-10:00

Conference Plenary IV

Location: Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
The Vitality of Children and Childhoods: Re-Visiting Daniel Stern’s Vitality and the Child as
Always In-Relation
Gail Boldt, Joseph Valente and Christina MacRae
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Each panelist draws on work in clinal therapy, sand play, or comic-graphic narratives
to re-vitalize Daniel Stern’s underutilized concept of vitality for use in childhood
studies. Vitality re-situates us into “the thickness of the pre-objective present” and
can operate as a strategy to resist dominant narratives of linear progress and
chronological time that colonizes children and childhoods. We reconceptualize the
child through a conceptualization of vitality as a leaky border crossing force. This
session will present evidence and artifacts from our projects attending to the
intensity of the vital in order to decolonize children from future-obsessed,
progressive time narratives.
10:00-10:30

Break

10:30-12:00

Session 15A Materiality, Material Fashioning, and Re/Making in Children’s
Lives

Location: West Ballroom, 316
Materiality, material fashioning, and re/making in children’s lives
Allison Henward, Kimberly Powell, Sungryung Lyu and Yeojoo Yoon
Until recently, there has been little serious interest in the study of the material
cultures of children and childhood and the broader social significance of the material
world that children inhabit and produce (Brookshaw, 2017). Using ethnographic and
narrative examples from early childhood education and care centers and home
environments in the United States and within US territories in the South Pacific, in
this session we explore the ways that materiality, specifically the making of and (re)
fashioning of materials comes to matter in specific contexts that children live and
learn. In keeping with RECE’s tradition of considering children, childhood and their
lived experiences through alternate theoretical paradigms, this session considers
children, caregivers and early childhood teachers interactions with materials from a
variety of critical theoretical perspectives including post-colonial, poststructural, and
posthumanist understandings.
10:30-12:00

Session 15B Conceptions and Complexities: Tales of Boundaries, Borders, and
Belonging in Early Childhood Makerspaces

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Conceptions and Complexities: Tales of Boundaries, Borders, and Belonging in Early
Childhood Makerspaces
Heather Kaplan, Jessica Slade and Diane Golding
Using the perspectives of three researchers working in the border city El Paso/Juarez,
this panel explores initial forays into creating and researching makerspaces for young
children in a local elementary school. The first researcher complicates traditional
binaries between product and process and looks specifically to curricular
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theorizations of continuum as better able to serve the border region. The second
presentation shares and categorizes descriptive accounts of the varied curricular
approaches of working with the makerspace. Finally, the third presentation takes up
questions of expertise, power, and perspective in order to complicate the ideas and
understandings previously presented.
10:30-12:00

Session 15C The Pluriverse of Technological Innovation in the Early Years

Location: Col. Fountain Room, 324
The Pluriverse of Technological Innovation in the Early Years
Ilene Berson, Michael Berson, Victoria Damjanovic, Wenwei Luo and Karen Murcia
This session will engage participants in an interactive discussion that disrupts the
genealogy of knowledge on technology in the early years, using examples from
classroom practice and policy development to remap, reterritorialize, and decenter
paradigms. We offer a pluriversal set of approaches to understand the coexisting
epistemologies and practices of what we claim to ‘know’ about technology or
technicity (the condition of being technological beings) both locally and globally. As
we dwell within the entangled borders of space and time, we reconceptualize the
possibilities of using technology in early childhood.
10:30-12:00

Session 15D Cruzando la Frontera/Crossing the Borderlands

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Cruzando la Frontera/Crossing the Borderlands: A Bilingual Embodied Workshop
Mara Sapon-Shevin
Gloria E. Anzaldúa writes that “Borders are set up to define the places that are safe
and unsafe, to distinguish us from them. A border is a dividing line, a narrow strip
along a steep edge. A borderland is a vague and undetermined place created by the
emotional residue of an unnatural boundary.” This participatory workshop draws on
Boal’s Theater of the Oppressed and Somatic theories is to explore our
understandings and our emotions related to barriers, borders and crossings. Through
a series of movement and theater activities, we will literally “put our bodies on the
line” in order to feel our knowing about safety, borders, marginalization, exclusion,
resistance and allyship and to strategize change and liberation.
10:30-12:00

Session 15E Sites/Cites of Educational Activism

Location: Auditorium, 247
Landscapes of loss, identity, and belonging
Ailie Cleghorn
As bombs began to fall on Britain in 1940, Marjorie M. sailed from Glasgow to Cape
Town with 10 children in tow, aged 9 months to 6 years. There they lived for the
duration of the war at Bairnshaven; a ‘bairn’ in Scots English meaning a young child,
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‘haven’ referring to a safe place or refuge. This presentation will tell the story of her
life and the education and care she provided to ensure the happy development of
not just 10 but, in due course 16 children, from 1940 to 1951, in South Africa.
“BARNEHAGEOPPRØRET” – WAY PAST THE BORDER(S) – Resistance and activism in Norway
Kari Eide and Royne Berget
This presentation regards the Norwegian Barnehageopprør (Kindergarten-Uprising)
as resistance and activism. As a collective response/resistance from professions,
practitioners and others with ties to ECEC-settings, the Barnehageopprør has
managed to get widespread media coverage and direct meetings with politicians and
policymakers, thus managed to crack ‘the wall of silence’ and influenced policymaking. Through use of social media, resistant teachers/activists who considered
themselves ‘separate islands’, have been connected and events have been
coordinated across geographical distances. By highlighting the accomplishments of
the Barnehageopprør, and discussing how they were achieved, we hope to inspire
and help create change outside the borders of Norway.
Mobilizing citational practices as feminist curriculum-making in early childhood education
Nicole Land and Meagan Montpetit
In this presentation, we experiment with how we might do citational practices as
speculative and intentional curriculum-making. We understand citational practices as
the work of making political decisions about which ontologies, lives, or materials to
bring to research and teaching and becoming accountable for how we activate,
perpetuate, silence, and erase knowledges in our pedagogical relationships. Drawing
on participatory educator-action research projects and reflections from teaching with
pre-service educators, we ask: what possibilities for curriculum-making are enabled
when we refuse to hold ECE’s citational conventions intact and trace, share, and risk
the situated knowledges that we are implicated in?
Out of the aesthetic (border)lines: The politics of young children’s art
Hayon Park
This presentation explores and expands the political and aesthetic dimensions of
young children’s art by drawing on Jacques Rancière’s idea of politics, a concept that
disrupts the socially constructed order of power. The presenter contends that young
children engage in art as political subjects capable of negotiating between the adults’
rules and their own desirings by problematizing constructions of children’s art that
ascribe to particular adult-centered concepts of aesthetics. To support this argument,
an encounter at a kindergarten classroom where two boys deliberately painted “out
of the lines” of the assumptions toward children’s art will be presented.
10:30-12:00

Session 15F Pushing Back Against Standardized Expectations
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Location: East Ballroom, 320
The “Implementation Gap” in early childhood science curriculum: Practice talks back to
policy
Sara Michael Luna and Leslee Grey
UPK initiatives carry universal learning expectations that produce dominant values
and normative structures (Foucault, 1991), which assume a universality for child
development (Brown & Lan, 2016). To exemplify the gap between policy directives
and teachers’ experience, this study highlights four UPK teachers’ voices as they
negotiate their professional identities (Urban, 2010) while both embodying and
resisting the directive of academic rigor, specifically the academic language and
content of science as manifest in their NGSS and local curriculum
Early childhood in Colombia and peace building: among worlds of identities, knowledges and
practices
Germán Camilo Zárate Pinto and Diana Paola Gómez Muñoz
Colombia is a diverse country inhabited by indigenous, Afro-descendant, peasant,
mestizo, ROM, LGBTI communities, victims of armed conflict, and migrants, whom
live within the large cities, rural lands, and border territories. Early childhood is no
stranger to this context and is merged in a territory where diverse borders and
worldviews (cosmovisiones) converge. In this framework of diversity, we are
interested in understanding the own knowledges, practices and values of peasant
and rural communities (at the same time indigenous) that are in the processes of
peace construction, as a scenario of reconceptualization of public policies and the
rights for early childhood.
Toward Inquiry-Based Sustainability Pedagogies in Early Childhood: Children's (Be)longings
in Global Communities
Janette Habashi and Lacey Peters
The purpose of this paper is to elevate children’s rights and global citizenship by
promoting sustainability practices in early care and education. Dominant early
childhood education has been treated as an isolated practice without examining
curriculum and teaching within, and in relationship to, children’s lifeworlds. Teachers
are mandated to follow policy driven approaches that standardize and enforce
isolationist pedagogy that ignore children’s belonging to others or humanity. This
assumption is often driven by deficit views of children wherein they are perceived to
be inferior, less competent, or incapable because of their young age. This project
seeks to defuse such assumptions and practices by introducing sustainable
educational practices through fair trade curriculum.Globalization, Sustainability
practices, Fair Trade Curriculum, Human/Children’s Rights.
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A Critical Approach to Understanding Belonging in Educational Contexts in Early Childhood
Settings
Grethe Kragh-Müller Dpu and Lea Ann Christenson
With globalization and international competition there is an increasing focus on
academics for small children. This has led to a cycle of more testing and assessment
of young children sometimes at the expense of relationships (Casbergue, 2017;
Merry, 2013; Sparks, 2017) . Critical to this development we present a study
conducted in two cultures – the United States and Denmark. The focus of inquiry was
on how teacher/child/family relationships in the complex everyday practices in early
childhood settings can remove borders so all children of all backgrounds can belong
in order to form their identities and learn about the world.
10:30-12:00

Session 15G Writing the Self and Identity Formations in Hybrid Spaces

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Self-Authoring and Performance: Classroom Burlesque as a Strategy For Cultural And
Identity Affirmation
Julia Persky
This research, positioned within the scope of burlesque as symbolic frame, draws
from multiple theoretical and philosophical frameworks, including Postcolonial
Theory and Border theory, which are applied as a means for interpreting power
relations and better understanding the transgressive nature of cultural performances
of children in early childhood and elementary classrooms as acts of identity
preservation and affirmation.
Identity articulation and enactment of children growing up on the borderlands of India and
Nepal
Vejoya Viren
In this study the researcher travels to the Indo/Nepal Borderland, to explore
children’s articulation and enactment of their identities even as their people have
been trying to create a new cultural identity for themselves in the search for social
and political recognition in the National arena for the past three decades.
“It’s kind of like slaves, but way less badder.” Children Demonstrate Political Literacy
through Analogy
Rhianna Thomas
Drawing from a three-year parent child autoethnography, this paper demonstrates
how two white children exhibited political literacy in the era of Trump. Grounded in
sociocultural learning theory and utilizing a critical pedagogy framework, the author
describes two children’s spontaneous connections between current events and the
60

27th RECE Conference 2019
Las Cruces, New Mexico
American history of racial oppression rooted in the enslavement of African people.
Implications for classroom and community practice are drawn.
10:30-12:00

Session 15H On the “Periphery”

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
On the “periphery”: Borders and borderlands around rural early schooling
Molly McManus, María José Gonzalez, Francesca Pase, Müge Olğun Baytas and Jue Wang
Using a core/periphery metaphor for rural schooling, this panel discusses findings
from four studies investigating early childhood education experiences in rural
contexts in Indonesia, China, and the US. Core/periphery discussions tend to focus on
the shortcomings of the periphery, however, the papers in this panel illustrate the
periphery as a complex space where agency and autonomy is expressed (with
tension) in ways incongruent with the dominant discourses in the core. We theorize
the geography between the core and the periphery as a borderland - painful and
conflict ridden, but also full of transformations and possibilities.
12:30-2:30

LUNCH at Taos (lower level) OR at Optional Business Meeting (Ballrooms)

3:00-4:30

Session 16A Teacher Leadership at the Center of Re-Constructing the Culture
of the School

Location: West Ballroom, 316
Teacher Leadership at the Center of Re-Constructing the Culture of the School
Gigi Yu, Christie Colunga and Jennifer Strange
In this panel presentation, three teacher educators within different contexts, inspired
by the principles of the Reggio Emilia approach, suggest creating in between
places/spaces of transformation where teachers can co-construct the concept of
teacher leadership, while giving voice to the children, families, and communities
within our contexts. The teacher educators in this panel are part of a cross state
study group that is investigating the concept of teacher leadership during a study
tour to Reggio Emilia, Italy. This panel will feature our joint research questions and
findings as a result of the study tour.
3:00-4:30

Session 16B Interrupting Normed Stories and Standards

Location: Senate Chamber, 302
A seat at the table: Constructing spaces of (be)longing through hacking children’s picture
books
Aura Perez
This paper explores how a toddler teacher “hacked” a children’s picture book to
address issues of inequity and social justice. “Hacking” was defined as “empowered
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participatory practices, grounded in critical mind-sets, that aim to resist, reconfigure
and/or reformulate…” (Santo, 2011, p. 200); however, this study expands the
definition to include hacking tangible materials, such as books. New Literacy Studies
(The New London Group, 1996) and social justice education (Lipman, 2004)
theoretically informed the study. Findings highlight how “hacking” can foster spaces
of nepantla (Anzaldúa, 1987), by enabling books to disrupt notions of (be)longing
and un-belonging in books.
Engaging Preschoolers in Critical Literacy Instruction through Fracturing Fairytales
So Jung Kim and Alyse Hachey
This presentation explores the intersection of literature-based instruction,
multimodality, and early critical literacy by examining how preschool-age children
negotiate, represent, and (re)create their voices through the creation of “fractured
fairytales”. Common to all fractured fairytales is counter-storytelling, which involves
telling the stories of people [or characters] whose experiences are often not told.
Exploring nonconforming explanations of character motives and endings in fairytales
can be a powerful tool to help young children to practice deconstructing the
dominant discourses implicit in an author’s words, and to facilitate analytical
engagement with stories to promote diverse ways of meaning-making.
Implementing Literacy Learning Standards: Program Factors' Influences on Early Childhood
Teachers' Development of Profession Capital
Ya-Fang Cheng
This study discusses how program factors positively and negatively affected four
case study teachers' implementation of the Midwest Early Literacy Learning
Standards (MELLS). Based on the framework of Professional Capital, this study
explores how program factors influence (1) different dimensions of teaching (human,
decisional, social capital), and (2) teachers' use and development of three forms of
capital. Six categories of program factors showed explicit influences on case study
teachers’ use of the MELLS were identified, which include daily schedules, numbers
of teachers per classroom, staff meetings, field trips, program environments and
funding, and professional development
The Promotion of Literacy in a Third-grade Classroom: A Freirean Analysis
Gloria Margarita Calderon-Garcia
To broaden the impact of literacy towards social justice, education professionals have
engaged with critical literacy perspectives (CLP) (Morrell, 2008). However, in my
research both the curriculum of Elementary-Education in Mexico (SEP, 2011) and
classroom-pedagogy, does not seem to encompass CLP. The curriculum, as a
colonizing instrument, minimized narratives of students. Likewise, the role of
teachers appeared to be colonized (Gandhi, 1998) through "recommendations" of
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the Secretary of Public Education, which aligned with Western, developmental
narratives. As a teacher educator oriented towards social justice, I have looked at
Freirean, postcolonial, and critical literacy theories to re-imagine what is possible in
literacy praxis in Mexico.
3:00-4:30

Session 16C Stories of Immigrant Heritage and Identity

Location: Senate Gallery, 304
Immigrant Parenting and Heritage Language as Risk or Resource for Young Children
Rebecca New
This presentation draws on an ethnographic study of Chinese and Latinx immigrant
parenting and highlights parent activism in negotiating expectations of early
childhood educators as they conflict with their own interpretations of early learning
and school achievement. Of special relevance to RECE’s focus on borders and
belonging are diverse and conflicting views regarding children’s heritage language
maintenance. Presentation highlights parental interpretations of children’s heritage
and English language proficiencies, and children’s active roles in claiming their own
bi-cultural identities. Discussion will consider contexts in which heritage language
maintenance is an asset or a liability for children and their families
Intersectional Identity of Immigrant Children: Negotiation, Impacts and Implications for
Educators
Munizah Salman
The intersectionality of the dimensions of identity (race, gender and class) affects the
lives of immigrant children to varying degrees and in different ways. This paper will
explicate the challenges of intersectional identity construction and negotiation by
immigrant children. The positive and negative impacts of negotiation on the
immigrants and their relationship with self and others will also be explored. Lastly,
recommendations will be made on how educators can advocate and help children.
Propositions for educators will also be provided to assist immigrant children in
navigating their intersectional identity in their everyday lives.
Meanings and Means of Heritage Language: Ethnographic Case Studies of Chinese
Immigrant Families
Hao Wu
This paper examines parental language ideologies and practices in regard to heritage
language maintenance and English language development of young Chinese
immigrant children. Home languages in participants families include varying levels of
proficiency in Mandarin and English and, in two households, a Chinese dialect.
Research methodologies (data collection and analyses) include in-depth interviews
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with parents, ethnographic observations of family life, and tape-recorded dinner time
table talk.
3:00-4:30

Session 16D Childhood Play Pushing Boundaries of Possibility

Location: Dona Ana Room, 312
Play and Possibilities for Social Justice
Erica Ramberg
I focus on the intersection of teaching, learning, and play in current literature and
identify three themes of how the purpose, means, and outcomes of play are framed.
These themes are: play and DAP in crisis, play as a tool for teaching and learning, and
play in social, cultural, and political context. I argue that these themes surface both
possibilities and limitations for social justice and equity in early childhood, with
consequences for the future of play-based teaching and learning.
Play, provisionality, uncertainty, failure: Working the “less good idea” in an era of
educational accountability
Kay Gordon
In this theoretical paper/presentation & participatory intra-action (Barad, 2007) with
materials, I draw from artist William Kentridge’s Centre for the Less Good Idea for
artists – a “safe space for uncertainty, doubt, stupidity and, at times, failure”
(Kentridge, cited in Ruiz, 2017) - to make a case for the value of failure, and to provide
an affective model for “uncertain and stupid” researching, learning, making, and
being – not just in schools bound by high stakes accountability, but in the world. I will
share uncertainties & actions from my work as an early-childhood educator, teachereducator, researcher, and artist, and invite participants to join in uncertain drawing
and movement.
Friendship Guns: Play, Power, and Choice in Preschool
Kortney Sherbine
This eight-week study of a Montessori school examined the functions and
reproduction of power relations that constitute the school’s after school program. A
critical analysis of fieldnotes obtained through participant observation, formal and
informal interviews with children and staff members, and consideration of
documents and material artifacts reveals ways in which the discourse of the school
and Montessori philosophy normalized some children while marginalizing others.
Specifically, I attend to the ways in which children’s bodies were disciplined to “do”
and “be” certain things during a time of day that was promulgated as a time during
which children could choose their play activities.
Children and 'Difficult Knowledge': Gendered Discourses Revealed Through Play
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Katherine Annabelle Black Delfin
Research exploring discursive constructions of gender in two PreK classrooms in the
United States was conducted. The objective was to observe children as they engaged
in pretend-play to discern what discourses were present that inform the construction
of their genders and identities. Using a feminist poststructuralist lens, the research
illustrates ways in which the gender binary, and specifically, the heterosexual matrix
was taken up, as well as resisted, as children brought 'difficult knowledge' into their
play. It is proposed that gender fluidity be supported as young children access
multiple ways of becoming and doing gender.
3:00-4:30

Session 16F Creative Literacies at Work

Location: Middle Ballroom, 318
Emotional equity in the Tigers Classroom: examining the dialogic work of inclusion in an
inclusive, bilingual Head Start program
Alex Collopy
This paper discusses findings from an ethnographic case study of Jubilee JumpStart,
a bilingual, Head Start program located in Washington, D.C. Jubilee, whose stated
mission is to serve low-income, Spanish-speaking, immigrant children and their
families, is an inclusive, dual-language (Spanish-English) immersion program. Through
sustained fieldwork and interviews with children and their families, Head Start
teachers and support staff, and mental health practitioners, I examine the inclusive
potential, pitfalls, and paradoxes of Jubilee’s teaching and community practices that
purposefully attend to the emotional lives of all school community members—
children and adults alike.
The Affect-Laden Knots of Social Class, Embodied Literacies, and the Posthuman Child
Jaye Johnson Thiel
This paper explores the ways children are produced as economic subjects and
commodities. Starting with a tweet sent out by a local educational program, I will use
a posthuman lens to illustrate how childhood gets constructed as a means for
capitalist gains. I will then discuss how these fabrications become embodied literacies
that are often carried throughout adulthood and show how these fabrications are
entanglements of colonization in neoliberal times. As a conceptual offering, I will
explore how narratives of capitalism are but one narrative and how early childhood
studies can explore other ways of storying childhood.
Pushing at Borders: Animation in Children’s Classroom Drawing
Leslie Rech Penn
Research on children’s classroom drawing continues to find positive correlations
between drawing, writing, and early literacies. Though researchers acknowledge that
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that drawing and other material and embodied encounters expand notions of literacy
few studies focus on drawing itself as a material force in children’s learning. In this
paper, I extend Barthes’ (1980) notion of animation, the affective push and pull
between human and image, to theorize intra-actions between children and drawing
as critical, creative, and constructive spaces of thinking and learning.
Classroom of Testimony: Reconceptualizing Elementary Classrooms with Class Sensitive
Pedagogies
Kristy Shackelford
Deficit perspectives and discourses permeate working-class and poor students’
schooling experiences often dictating stories that their lives are not as full and happy
as their middle-class peers. In this article, the author introduces a rural fourth-grade
classroom where students were provided the space to provide powerful counternarratives to the negative depictions of their lives through critical witnessing and
testimonies. This article presents possibilities for teachers and teacher educators to
incorporate class-sensitive practices into their classroom through autobiographical
reflective examinations, incorporating literature that foregrounds working-class and
poor perspectives, and using writing as a tool for testimony. Classrooms can be
transformed into inviting and welcoming spaces where judgements and assumptions
are challenged.
3:00-4:30

Session 16G Nepantlera Teacher Agency in the U.S. – Mexico landscape

Location: Auditorium, 247
Nepantlera Teacher Agency in the U.S. – Mexico landscape of early childhood classroom
assessment: Promise and Paradox
Loui Reyes, Kathleen DeSoto-Strickland, Luiz Huerta-Charles and Cristina Gonzales
Early childhood educators have historically valued and promoted early childhood
classroom assessment. In the U.S. – Mexican borderlands teachers encounter topdown policy which creates pedagogical barriers, clashes with school cultures, and;
assessment in the early childhood classroom. This presentation delineates the
theoretical perspectives of Nepantlera Teacher Agency, an activist with an emphasis
on social justice and human dignity. Phenomenological research (2018) on early
childhood classroom assessment framed in Anzaldua’s (1999, 2002) path of
Conocimiento and the concept of Nepantla sets the direction for an interactive
discussion. Bakhtin’s (1998) concepts of dialogism frame the interactive discussion
pathways toward transcending Nepantlera Teacher Agency.
6:30pm BANQUET DINNER FIESTA, Corbett Ballrooms 316, 318, 320
Enjoy food, drinks, award presentations, and live mariachi music!
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Tuesday, November 5th
White Sands Excursion (Registration closed Oct 1): 9am to 2pm, lunch provided. Meet bus at
the entrance of Corbett.

Program Committee
Cinthya M. Saavedra (Program Chair), The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Michelle Salazar Pérez (Host Chair), New Mexico State University
Felicia Black, San Diego State University
Mimi Bloch, University of Wisconsin, Madison
Marisol Diaz, Skidmore College
Allison Sterling Henward, Pennsylvania State University
Shirley Kessler, Independent Scholar
Samara Madrid Akpovo, The University of Tennessee
Angeles Maldonado, The Institute for Border Crit Theory
Martin Needham, Manchester Metropolitan University
Kiyomi Sanchez-Suzuki Colegrove, Texas State University
Marek Tesar, University of Auckland
Mere Skerrett, Victoria University of Wellington
Miriam Tager, Westfield State University
Mathias Urban, Dublin City University
Radhika Viruru, Texas & M University

Special Appreciations
NMSU: Blanca Araujo, Lynn Bagwell, Linda Braxton, Betsy Cahill, Juanita Hannan, Jeannette
Haynes Writer, Sayed Hossain, Leanna Lucero, Louisa Samira Mahama, Grace Martinez,
Barbara Martinez-Griego, Alma Meza, Gaspard Mucundanyi, Yvonne Ortega, Azadeh
Osanloo, Angela Owens, Amanda Romero, Sandra Romero, Margarita Ruiz Guerrero, Crystal
Chavez-Sambrano, Christina Smith, Rhianna Thomas
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Local Volunteers & Aggie Ambassadors
Jose Lopez, Artist
Victoria University Wellington: Mere Skerrett & Jenny Ritchie
Araceli Rivas, Independent Scholar
Beth Blue Swadener, ASU
Luis Aquino & Armando Altamirano, Organizers of Juarez Teacher Attendance
Marta Cabral, CSI CUNY
Jenn Adair, UT Austin
Lori Martinez, Ngage New Mexico
Melissa Scott, Pando Little School
Allison Henward, Penn State
Peggy King, Calavera Coalition in Las Cruces
Albert Herrera, Visit Las Cruces
Volunteer Reviewers of Conference Proposals

Local Restaurants, Pubs, and Stores
Restaurants Close to Corbett Center
Santorini

Mix Pacific Rim

Matteo’s Mexican

1001 E University Ave E-3, Las
Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 521-9270
No Reservation Needed
0.9 miles from Corbett Center

1001 E University Ave, Las
Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 532-2042
No Reservation Needed
1.0 mile from Corbett Center

1001 E University Ave C-1, Las
Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 888-4310
No Reservation Needed
1.0 miles from Corbett Center

Lorenzo’s Italian Restaurant

The Game Sports Bar & Grill

Zeffirio Pizzeria

1753 E University Ave, Las
Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 521-3505
Reservation Suggested
1.2 miles from Corbett Center

2605 S Espina St, Las Cruces,
NM 88001
(575) 524-4263
No Reservation Needed
1.2 miles from Corbett Center

901 E University Ave, Las
Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 525-6770
No Reservation Needed
1.4 miles from Corbett Center

IHOP (breakfast, 24 hours)

Pastaggio’s Italian
Restaurant

Chachi’s

351 E University Ave, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 556-9949

2460 S Locust St A, Las Cruces,
NM 88001
(575) 522-7322
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No Reservation Needed
1.5 miles from Corbett Center

3000 Harrelson St, Las Cruces,
NM 88005
(575) 522-5522
No Reservation Needed
1.7 miles from Corbett Center

No Reservation Needed
1.7 miles from Corbett Center

Bar and Wineries Walking Distance from Corbett Center
Bosque Brewing Co.

The Game Sports Bar & Grill

901 E University Ave #3A
Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 888-4110
1.0 mile from Corbett Center

2605 S Espina St, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 524-4263
No Reservation Needed
1.2 miles from Corbett Center

Grocery Stores Walking Distance from Corbett Center
Toucan Market
1701 #1 E. University Ave.,
Pan Am Plaza, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 521-3003
1.4 miles from Corbett Center

Restaurants Around Mesilla Area
Chala’s Wood Fire
2790 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 652-4143
Reservation Suggested
3.4 miles from Corbett Center

Luna Rossa Winery &
Pizzeria

La Posta

1321 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 526-2484
3.5 miles from Corbett Center

2410 Calle De San Albino,
Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 524-3524
Reservation Suggested
3.5 miles from Corbett Center

Double Eagle

The Bean (breakfast)

Andele

2355 Calle De Guadalupe,
Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 523-6700
Reservation Suggested
3.5 miles from Corbett Center

2011 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 527-5155
No Reservation Needed
3.6 miles from Corbett Center

1950 Calle Del Norte #1-3,
Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 526-9631
Reservation Suggested
3.7 miles from Corbett Center

Andele’s Dog House

Salud! De Mesilla

Paisano Café

1983 Calle Del Norte, Mesilla,
NM 88046
(575) 526-1271
Reservation Suggested
3.7 miles from Corbett Center

1800 Avenida de Mesilla b, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575)323-3548
Reservation Suggested
3.9 miles from Corbett Center

1740 Calle De Mercado, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 524-0211
No Reservation Needed
4.0 miles from Corbett Center

Thai Delight

D.H. Lescombes Winery & Bistro

2184 Avenida de Mesilla, (575) 525-1900
No Reservation Needed
4.2 miles from Corbett Center

1720 Avenida de Mesilla, (575) 524-2408
Reservation Suggested
5.0 miles from Corbett Center
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Paisano Café
1740 Calle De Mercado, Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 524-0211, 5.0 miles from Corbett Center

Bars and Wineries Around Mesilla Area
Spotted Dog

Palacios

2920 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 650-2729
3.1 miles from Corbett Center

2600 Avenida De Mesilla Ave,
Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 525-2910
3.4 miles from Corbett Center

Luna Rossa Winery &
Pizzeria
1321 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 526-2484
3.5 miles from Corbett Center

El Patio Bar

Vintage (NM wine and beer)

2171 Calle De Parian, Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 526-9943
3.7 miles from Corbett Center

2461 Calle Principal, Mesilla, NM 88046
(575) 523-9463
3.7 miles from Corbett Center

D.H. Lescombes Winery & Bistro

Dry Point Distillers

1720 Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 524-2408
4.0 miles from Corbett Center

1680 Calle De Alvarez, Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 652-3414

5.0 miles from Corbett Center

Restaurants Around Las Cruces
Dick’s Café

India Hut

Indulgence Bakery & Café

2305 S Valley Dr, Las Cruces,
NM 88005
(575) 524-1360
No Reservation Needed
2.0 miles from Corbett Center

1605 S Solano Dr, Las Cruces,
NM 88001
(575) 449-4110
No Reservation Needed
2.0 miles from Corbett Center

2265 S Main St, Las Cruces, NM
88005
(575) 523-1572
No Reservation Needed
2.1 miles from Corbett Center

Los Compas

Taqueria Chavez

Cattle Baron

603 S Nevarez St, Las Cruces,
NM 88001
(575) 523-1778
No Reservation Needed
3.0 miles from Corbett Center

1400 E Lohman Ave, Las
Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 650-2847
No Reservation Needed
3.0 miles from Corbett Center

790 S Telshor Blvd, Las Cruces,
NM 88011
(575) 522-7533
Reservation Suggested
3.2 miles from Corbett Center

Tiffany’s

Habanero’s

The Pecan Grill and Brewery

755 S Telshor Blvd, Las Cruces,
NM 88011
(575) 532-5002
No Reservation Needed
3.3 miles from Corbett Center

600 E Amador Ave, Las Cruces,
NM 88001
(575) 524-1829
No Reservation Needed
3.4 miles from Corbett Center

500 S Telshor Blvd, Las Cruces,
NM 88011
(575) 521-1099
Reservation Suggested
3.4 miles from Corbett Center
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Farley’s

Olive Garden

Jason’s Deli

3499 Foothills Rd, Las Cruces,
NM 88011
(575) 522-0466
No Reservation Needed
3.6 miles from Corbett Center

100 N Telshor Blvd, Las Cruces,
NM 88011
(575) 522-0124
Reservation Suggested
4.0 miles from Corbett Center

3845 E Lohman Ave # 625, Las
Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 521-0700
4.1 miles from Corbett Center

Aqua Reef

Sakura Japanese House

Roadrunner Pkwy #115, Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 522-7333
Reservation suggested
4.3 miles from Corbett Center

3961 E Lohman Ave #1, Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 522-0678
Reservation Suggested
4.3 miles from Corbett Center

Bars and Wineries Around Las Cruces
Broken Spoke

The Pecan Grill and Brewery

Amaro Winery

302 S Main St Suite C
(575) 323-8051
3.2 miles from Corbett Center

500 S Telshor Blvd
(575) 521-1099
3.4 miles from Corbett Center

402 S Melendres St
(575) 527-5310
3.5 miles from Corbett Center

Little Toad Creek Brewery &
Distillery

Dry point distillery

High Desert Brewing Co.

1680 Calle De Alvarez, Las
Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 652-3414
3.9 miles from Corbett Center

1201 W Hadley Ave, Las Cruces,
NM 88005
(575) 525-6752
4.4 miles from Corbett Center

119 N Main St,
(575) 556-9934
3.8 miles from Corbett Center

Icebox

Elephant Ranch Beer Garden

2825 W Picacho Ave, Las Cruces, NM 88007
(575) 526-7129
5.9 miles from Corbett Center

3995 W Picacho Ave, Las Cruces, NM 88007
(575) 635-9856
7.6 miles from Corbett Center

Ice Cream Around Las Cruces
Baskin Robbins

Caliche’s

Cold Stone Creamery

1492 Missouri Ave, Las Cruces,
NM 88001
(575) 521-3100
2.1 miles from Corbett Center

590 S Valley Dr, Las Cruces, NM
88005
(575) 647-5066
3.7 miles from Corbett Center

2821 N Telshor Blvd Ste 100,
Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 522-3038
6.5 miles from Corbett Center

Stores Around Las Cruces
Albertson’s

Sprouts

Natural Grocers

1285 S El Paseo Rd
(575) 523-5538
2.4 miles from Corbett Center

2340 E Lohman Ave #B
(575) 680-3680
3.6 miles from Corbett Center

3970 E Lohman Ave
(575) 522-1711
4.2 miles from Corbett Center
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Pharmacies
Walgreens

CVS

1256 El Paseo Rd, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 525-8713
2.4 miles from Corbett Center

940 N Main St, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 524-5900
4.4 miles from Corbett Center

Local National Parks/Hiking
Dripping Springs

Aguirre Springs

15000 Dripping Springs Rd. Las Cruces, NM
88005, (575) 522-1219
11.4 miles from Corbett Center

15000 Aguirre Spring Rd.
Organ, NM 88052, 575-525-4300
23.2 miles from Corbett Center

See you at RECE 2020!
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