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Nov 30-Dec 4, 2006 

 
Conference Program 

 
Thursday, November, 30, 2006  
 
10am   Registration desk open at the Millennium Hotel 
 
2.30  Welcome Reception, preparation for Pōwhiri 
 
3.15  Afternoon tea in Millennium Hotel foyer 
 
4pm     Coaches depart for Tangatarua Marae 
 
4.30  Pōwhiri, Kaumatua kōrero,  
 
6pm  Hākari  
 
8.30  Coaches return to Millenium Hotel 
  
 
Friday, December 1, 2006 
8.30-9am  Karakia and conference update 
 
9:00 a.m. –10:30 a.m.  Plenary Session: (Interactive) 
Decolonizing/anti-colonial early childhood research and practice 
In this paper session we would like to explore the notions of listening and difference in relation to 
the conference theme on decolonizing/anti-colonial early childhood research and practice. 
Departing from five empirical studies these notions will be explored mainly in relation to the 
thinking of Michel Foucault, Emanuel Levinas and Gilles Deleuze, and in relation to the ongoing 
debates on diversity and multiculturalism. Despite the intensive discourse today on diversity and 
multiplicity it seems like Western thought has kept its tendency to privilege identity and unity and 
left difference unthought.  
Chair: G Dahlberg gunilla.dahlberg@lhs.sech chair 
M. Bloch mbloch@wisc.edu, discussant     
eva.blomdahl@lhs.se; lborgnon@yahoo.se; ingela.elfstrom@lhs.se;  
bodil.halvars-franzen@lhs.se; kerstin.holmlund@educ.umu.se 
 
 
10.30-11am  morning tea  
 
11am – 12.30  Session 1 (90 minutes)  (Participatory Action) 
 
1A  Queering Early Childhood  
This session will consider the epistemological and applicational challenges that queer theory 
poses to the field of early childhood education. Dialogue will be based on an exchange of 
experiences and interest in applied queer theory. Key problematics and possibilities will be 
identified and strategically explored across a range of participants’ working contexts. A queer 



theory research network and direction will be established for future research collaboration. 
mindy.blaise@monash.education.edu.au 
k.robinson@uws.edu.au,` 
affrica.taylor@canberra.edu.au 
 
1B   Feminist Deconstruction in Nordic Early Childhood Education  
The aim of this participatory action session is to introduce feminist deconstructionist work and 
practice it together with participants from the conference. Deconstructionist work is 
simultaneously theoretical and methodological, without being an explicitly definable theory or 
method. It is a situated and contextual singularity, totally dependent on the participating 
deconstructor/s.  
Kajsa Ohrlander <Kajsa.Ohrlander@lhs.se>, Anna Palmer <Anna.Palmer@lhs.se>, Karin 
Hultman <Karin.Hultman@lhs.se>, camilla.andersen@lu.hio.no,  
Hillevi Lenz-Taguchi <Hillevi.Lenz-Taguchi@lhs.se> 
 
1C Deconstruction narratives from decolonizing positions 
This session will deconstruct narratives with focus on how discourses and power inscribes pre-
school teachers with diverse ethnic cultural experiences in (to) professional practices. As such, it 
traces dominant practices influences on negotiation processes, desires and choices having another 
cultural professional positionings than the mainstream. 
Ann.Otterstad@lu.hio.no <needs power point and DVD film> 
 
1D The image of the early childhood caregiver/educator: a perspective from NZ, Canada, USA 
We will explore the image of the early educator and issues around creating an image of 
competence from three different perspectives. Each of us has experience in a different context. 
We will present some of the concerns and questions we have and explore these questions together 
with other conference participants.  
 Lesley Rameka, E-mail: lrameka@waikato.ac.nz; Enid Elliot, eelliot@uvic.ca; 
Janet Gonzalez-Mena; jgmena@earthlink.net 
 
1E Class differences: Childcare teachers and child care children-The next steps 
This workshop will share further information from one childcare center that focuses the discourse 
on class issues in childcare on the teacher-caregivers’ voices.   
gilkenj@rockefeller.edu 
goldsmm@rockefeller.edu 
michy984@hotmail.com 
 
1F Examining our early childhood political struggle through song: How music helped us heal. 
Our Participatory Action Session will revisit some of those moments in our Aotearoa/New 
Zealand early childhood political history when we needed to sing and examine why we needed to 
sing. During this session we will also sing some of those songs that were so important to us, and 
consider how we can continue this tradition of singing and healing in our work in early childhood 
today.  
Lisa Terreni, <Lisa.Terreni@vuw.ac.nz> Jilly Tyler, Janette Kelly, Jo Colbert, Wendy Lee 
 
12.30-2pm  lunch 
 
2.00- 3.30 Plenary (90 minutes) 
“Kia tū pakari, tū rangatira ia hei raukura mō tōna iwi.”“Are high achievers who exemplify the 
hopes and aspirations of their people.”  



This presentation explains the way in which Mana Tamariki has and continues to 
reconceptualize education from 0 – 17 years through total immersion Māori language 
learning environments in our kōhanga reo (early childhood setting), kura kaupapa Māori 
(primary school) and wharekura (secondary school).  All of the children enrolled have at 
least one parent at home who has committed to a Māori language only relationship with 
all children enrolled in Mana Tamariki including their own.  The title of our presentation 
is taken from Te Aho Matua –the guiding philosophical document that we uphold and is 
the ultimate goal of that document.  It directs our waka as we navigate the seas in an 
attempt to reclaim and maintain our language and cultural identity beyond the boundaries 
of our setting. 
Brenda Soutar and the whānau of Mana Tamariki 
 
 
3.30- 4.00  afternoon tea 
 
4:00 p.m. -5:30 p.m     Session 2 (90 minutes)  Performative Sessions  
 
2A  Re-centering the power relationships for very young children in diverse early childhood 
settings in Aotearoa/New Zealand 
As early childhood theorists we are aware of the impacting presence of colonised ideologies and 
their insidious infiltration in influencing early childhood sites.  Discourses of play are critiqued, 
providing a deeper analysis of understanding the multiple layers of power relationships and the 
complexities of the child’s world, thus progressing knowledges for anti-colonial praxis.    
Jean Rockel, Faculty of Education,  j.rockel@auckland.ac.nz 
Amiria O’Malley,    Amiria.O’Malley@twoa.ac.nz 
Meripa Toso,    m.toso@auckland.ac.nz 
Jayne White,     Jayne.white@vuw.ac.nz 
<Data Projector, television and video recorder requested>. 
 
2B Who will save us from the rabbits? 
Storyteller Louise Phillips and digital media artist Helen Varley Jamieson will reposition 
traditional performance techniques in cyberspace to investigate issues of decolonisation, using 
UpStage, an innovative online environment that provides an interactive forum for young minds to 
engage in social justice discourse. : Louise Phillips & Helen Varley Jamieson 
louptale@ozemail.com.au; helen@creative-catalyst.com  
Requests multiple computer sites and equipment 
 
2C Decolonizing bodies 
In this presentation I would like to propose and explore another way to conceptualize the young 
child within the setting of early childhood education. Using Pinar’s notion of currere as a living, 
breathing curriculum of humanity, I will provide a different perception of curriculum and the 
child’s place within that curriculum by addressing what it means to include the whole self (the 
body and mind) as a way of reconceptualizing the body and how through this reconceptualization 
we can recover the myriad of ways the young child learns and is present in the world. 
a.sansom@auckland.ac.nz 
My intention in this paper is to open up the processes I am going through as a body and as a 
writer working with the body as a subject in preschool. The children from 1 -3 years of age are 
my main participants in this project. It is a challenge to work out methodological strategies when 
the material body is in the centre of the eye. Nina.Rossholt@hive.no  
 



2D Participatory strategies and colonization in early education and care 
Increased advocacy for children’s participation in early childhood research, policy and practice 
has resulted in the identification of a range of participatory strategies within ECEC professional 
texts.  This paper examines describes several of these participatory strategies, applying 
Bersteinian theory to analyze how they might or might not be implicated as colonizing apparatus. 
Abigail Sawyer <ae.sawyer@qut.edu.au>   
 
2E Reconceptualizing early childhood community through reconciliation 
The purpose and content of the session will be to tell the remarkable and at times very moving 
stories of commitment and involvement by peoples often isolated by society as they work 
together for “the future of their kids”. Hamiora (Sam) Chapman; Thelma Chapman Email 
thel_chapman@xtra.co.nz 
Robyn Lawrence <robynlawrence@slingshot.co.nz> 
 
 
5.30 – 7pm    He wā kōrero: informal discussions around the bar/foyer area pertaining to 
kaupapa (themes) and take (issues) that have arisen during the day. 
 
7pm  Dinner (own arrangements) 
 
 
Saturday, December 2, 2006 
8.30-9am  Karakia and conference update 
 
9:00 a.m.- 10:30 a.m. Plenary Session  (Interactive) 
The four responsibilities: A Kaupapa Maori Perspective  
“He aha te mea nui o te ao, he tangata, he tangata, he tangata.” 
The concept of four responsibilities seeks to strip away traditionally understood western concepts 
by focusing on what really matters: people and relationships. 
Aroaro Tamati (h.a.tamati@clear.net.nz); Hinerangi Korewha (bobk1@xtra.co.nz);  
Herana Hond Flavell (flavell@xtra.co.nz); and members of Te Kopac Piripono 
 
10:30-11:00 a.m. morning tea 
 
11a.m.-12:30 p.m. Session 3 (90 minutes) Participatory Action 
 
3A   Childhood studies and ethical practices:   
Toward a conceptualization of anti-colonialist research 
The purpose of this session is to open spaces for the construction of anti-colonial, anti-capitalist, 
and anti-patriarchal reframing of research. Small group discussions, panel member short 
responses, and collaborative large group discussion will focus on childhood studies research as 
related to ethics, marginalized perspectives, multiplicities, and hybrid activisms. 
Gaile Canella <Gaile.canella@asu.edu>, Lourdes Diaz Soto <lcs1@mail.utexas.edu>   
Michelle.R.Hughes@asu.edu, Lisa.L.Miller@asu.edu, Karen.Ortiz@asu.edu 
 
3B Back to the Future?   
Multiple visions or roads to assimilation? Governance and management in Early Childhood 
Education. -An examination of the New Zealand government’s Strategic Plan for Early 
Childhood Education-Ngaa Hurahi Arataki: Pathways to the Future. 
margaret.stuart@wintec.ac.nz 
 



3C Silent or silenced? The voices of lesbian families in Aotearoa New Zealand early childhood 
education. 
This session explores the nature of identity and what it means to be queer in an Aotearoa New 
Zealand early childhood context.  Findings from my research into the experiences of lesbian 
families in Aotearoa early childhood education and care centers will be shared and discussed 
alongside our own stories.  Debora Lee <d.lee@auckland.ac.nz> 
 
3D Mink goes fishing: A community collaboration 
This paper is a layered account containing multiple perspectives that tell the story of the 
reclaiming of an Aboriginal legend through theatre in an Aboriginal Preschool in Canada, and the 
resulting community-university research collaboration.  The authors are informed by Aboriginal 
epistemologies, poststructural theory and Freirian perspectives, and used decolonizing 
methodologies. 
Angel Sampson <idahoangel17@hotmail.com>.  
Ana-Elisa Armstrong de Almeida <anaelisa@uvic.ca> 
 
3E From social need to social movement: What it takes to make it happen? 
The session attempts to deconstruct the notion of “social need” and to identify ways of 
engendering social actions in various contexts (e.g., early childhood institutions, teacher 
education).  The notable work of the Reggio Emilio early childhood educators in articulating a 
unique children’s agenda will be used to compare and contrast the advocacy experience in Hong 
Kong.  Dialogic participation, including interactions with video-clippings or archival materials, 
will be provided throughout the session. Gail Yuen <gwkyuen@ied.edu.hk  
 
 
12.30- 2p.m.  Lunch 
 
2 p.m.-3p.m. Session 4 (60 minutes) Interactive 
 
4A Inclusive responses to children with diverse abilities (from disabilities to gifts, and 
encompassing social, cultural and linguistic diversity) involve a shift from a deficits/risk/ 
needs focus to a strengths/assets frame. Critical reflection on practices and dispositions in 
early years education reveals a tension between beliefs, ideals and realities. 
Anne Petriwskyj a.petriwskyj@qut.edu.au 
 
4B Problematizing the decolonization of early childhood education OR decolonizing the 
epistemology of essentials:  The case of American Jewish childhood. 
In this paper I historicize American Jewish childhood.  Taking a cultural-historical approach I 
situate American Jewish childhood as a case study for exploration of shifting reasoning about 
sameness/difference that mark the boundaries between populations as cultural identity is 
constituted within social and educational discourses  
Devorah Kennedy dikenned@wisc.edu 
 Needs: Powerpoint projector if possible, if not overhead projector. 
 
4C Reconceptualizing the local: facilitating the emergence of ‘local’ embodied, place-based early 
literacies in Logan. 
This workshop seeks to develop in participants a sense of community and connection to the local 
environment through fieldwork and sharing place stories. The paper will report on research on 
facilitating the emergence of local, embodied place-based early literacies in a new, rapidly 
growing and changing marginalized urban community. 



Preferred limit 12 –15 participants: each participant needs to bring a clipboard, soft pencil and 
rubber. Participants need to be prepared to walk outdoors for about twenty minutes. 
Kerith Power <k.power@griffith.edu.au> 
 Needs: Powerpoint   
 
4D Christchurch Inclusive Education and  Social Justice Research Group: Ngä kanohi panani o te 
peke katoa 
Inclusion and inclusive education are terms with long and contested histories in early childhood 
education.  This paper showcases how a group of teacher educators challenged themselves to 
move beyond traditional approaches to inclusive education and to open up theoretically and 
practically diverse possibilities for thinking and doing inclusion differently in teacher education 
and early childhood teaching. 
diane.gordon_burns@cce.ac.nz; alex.gunn@canterbury.ac.nz; barb.madden@cce.ac.nz;  
kerry.purdue@cce.ac.nz; nicola.surtees@cce.ac.nz; bronwyn.thurlow@gmail.com 
 
4E Engaging with a Black Feminist Standpoint: Reconsidering attachment theory from the view 
of Patricia Hill Collins’ Black Feminist Thought 
This session examines the particular experiences of Black women, as described in Hill Collins’ 
(1985) Black feminist standpoint on motherhood as a starting point for a critique and 
deconstruction of attachment theory and its increasing use to inform in early childhood practice. 
Holli Tonyan holli.tonyan@education.monash.edu.au 
 
4F Rethinking organizational cultures in early childhood education and care: 
acknowledging and celebrating uncertainty 
This (interactive paper response) session will explore the significance of considering the culture 
of ecec centers through critique of the literature around organizational culture and how this 
interfaces with literature on ‘quality’. The ‘uncertainty’ of staff relationships, and in particular the 
relationships between the Director (within the Australian context) and staff will be considered. 
Megan Gibson <ml.gibson@qut.edu.au> 
 
4G Troubling decolonization: The radical (?) potential of a pedagogy of 
disorder for young children 
 Panelists will write position papers to be posted on the RECE conference website a month prior 
to the conference. In the session, each will present for 5-7 minutes, and then the two moderators 
will lead a discussion among participants and with audience.  
M.O'Loughlin<oloughli@adelphi.edu>  
R. Johnson<rich@hawaii.edu> 
 
4H Curriculum as a space for transformation: possible selves and polymondial children. 
Curriculum can provide children with a critical approach to discourse. We will argue that a 
curriculum across borders can enable learners to read messages critically, diagnose the operation 
of power, and recognise and construct possible selves. We suggest that this is to be 
‘polymondial’, children of multiple worlds.  
Margaret Carr, margcarr@waikato.ac.nz 
Sally Peters, speters@waikato.ac.nz 
 
3pm – 3.30   afternoon tea 
 
3.30 – 5.00  Plenary (90 minutes)  
‘He tātai puhi ariki ki te hiringa matua’: seeking pathways beyond colonization. 



As Indigenous/Pacific scholars/theorists from Hawai’i, Australia, and Aotearoa/New Zealand, we 
are mindful of the pervasive influence of historical/ongoing contextualization  of children’s 
available subjectivities, of the ways that these influences are embedded in overt and covert 
curriculum implementation, inscribed in our verbal and non-verbal languages, our ways of being, 
knowing and doing.  As educators, we wield immeasurable power to create or close off 
possibilities for children to access wider symbolic realms and possibilities.  Critiquing the 
discourse that surrounds children, at both institutional and interpersonal levels can provide 
powerful insights that can serve us in our attempts to further projects of decolonization.  This 
panel will explore a range of perspectives that seek to illuminate possibilities toward 
decolonization, and then encourage a strategy-sharing session in response to challenges raised. 
Cheryl Rau E-mail: cherylr@waikato.ac.nz ; Jenny Ritchie E-mail: jennyr@waikato.ac.nz     
Julie Kaomea  E-mail: julie.kaomea@hawaii.edu; Sandra L. Morrison, samorr@waikato.ac.nz    
 Karen Martin E-mail:  karen.martin@qut.edu.au     
 
5.00 – 7pm    He wā kōrero: informal discussions around the bar/foyer area pertaining to 
kaupapa (themes) and take (issues) that have arisen during the day. 
 
7pm  Kai Hākari – evening dinner and entertainment to be held poolside at the Millenium 
Hotel.   
(Beverages are not included. A cash bar will be available). 
 
 
Sunday, December 3, 2006 
8.30-9am  Karakia and conference update 
 
9:00 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.  Session 5: Performative (90 minutes) 
 
5A: In a Muslim barnehage:  childhood carework an pedagogical practices across languages and 
cultures 
This performance presentation is by kindergarten staff working in Oslo with Muslim children 
aged from one to six. Here practice is sometimes very Norwegian, and sometimes very Islamic or 
Arabic. For Muslims in Norway, care and pedagogy might not be the same for as they are for 
non-Muslims. Staff from this barnehage is aiming to attend the conference. If not, their 
presentation will be via their photography and their speaking voices. 
Jeanette-Rhedding-Jones@lu.hio.no  
Heidi Nordli: Leader of Gamlebyen barnehagen, Oslo 
 
5B Motherhood behind bars: Defining and redefining self 
The presentation represents the voices and issues of incarcerated mothers in the examination of 
their discursively constituted “self” and explores the possibilities of contesting dominant 
discourses, and recognizing spaces of agency and resistance toward social change and justice. 
Integral in this presentation is the importance of sustaining relationships between incarcerated 
mothers and their children.  Ahna Berikoff <ahnab@uvic.ca > 
 
5C Conceptualizing continuity and change in Early Childhood Education Systems across cultures 
This performative session will be multimedia and interactive, including viewing and discussing 
segments of videos of Japanese, Chinese, and US preschools as well as collectively analyzing 
transcripts of focus-group interviews with preschool teachers and directors in each country. 
joseph.tobin@asu.edu 
 



5D Gender and decolonizing. Learning mathematics in second grade by counting, jumping and 
designing.  
In this decolonizing project we challenge power relations in school as children have a voice in 
planning, doing and evaluating projects where multi-dimensional numeracy is in focus. The girls, 
second graders, are working with a variety of tasks and document their work in different ways. 
annbjorg.haoy@kastellet.gs.oslo.no 
 
5E The ethics of narrative and the narratives of ethics – problematising practices of colonization 
in early education. What do we mean when we use the terms ethics and narrative and how does 
our use of these terms colonize the theory, research and practice in early childhood education? 
This performative session plays with ethics and narrative in the spirit of problematisation. 
Sandy Fraquhar s.farquhar@auckland.ac.nz; Andrew.gibbons@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz 
 
10:30a.m.-11:00 a.m. morning tea 
 
11a.m.-12p.m. Session 6 (60 minutes) Interactive 
 
6A  To see the world in a grain of sand:  
Early childhood centres as connected communities 
Children in early childhood centers exist for each other in their relationships with each other and 
the environment.  Cultural historical activity theory can illuminate the complexity and diversity 
inherent in children’s communication and relationships.  This paper explores how tools, signs and 
symbols mediate children’s playful communication, connecting them as a 
community.sophie.alcock@paradise.net.nz    
 
6B The Aotearoa New Zealand Kindergarten service – A colonised early childhood service?The 
impact of neoliberal philosophies has led to a universalising approach to early childhood that has 
been colonising the Aotearoa New Zealand kindergartens into ‘just another provider’ of early 
childhood. This presentation discusses a form of neoliberal governmentality that has been shaping 
the colonisation of kindergartens.judith.duncan@stonebow.otago.ac.nz 
 
6C Linguistic Agency and Race Relations among Young Children 
An ethnographic case study of a young English speaker in a bilingual preschool. 
There is little discussion on how bilingual contexts affect monolingual English speakers, 
especially in preschool. This paper seeks to look at race and language in the eyes of David, a four 
year old who chooses to play at school with a group of mainly Spanish-speaking boys but who 
speaks somewhat harshly about Mexico and Spanish when he is at home with his parents. Film 
footage of David in preschool will highlight his language choices at school and a discussion of his 
racial and linguistic comments at home will complicate any idealistic notions of racial and 
linguistic tolerance. This should be an engaging discussion of the continuing complexity of white 
privilege, even in the youngest children who have multicultural experiences. 
Jennifer.adair@asu.edu 
 
6D Early childhood students of minority backgrounds memorising parental and institutional 
discourses in early childhood – a question of using decolonizing methodologies. 
Biographical methodology as memory work is used as focus groups recall and communicate their 
memories from childhood on collaboratory practices. Texts are the point of departure for the 
initial memory work, where students with minority backgrounds share their experiences with 
their parent’s collaboratory practices in pedagogical institutions.  I aim to show how memorising 
can demask and decolonize the eventually hegemonic discourses in people’s lives. Further I work 



with how our communication and our writing produce new theories and perspectives that 
challenge hegemonic and discursive practices.  
Aslaug Andreassen Becher <AslaugAndreassen.Becher@lu.hio.no> 
Needs to be able to show Film on CD-ROM 
 
6E  Decolonizing through intercultural friendships; creating community, implications for early 
childhood practice. (Performative) 
This paper argues that intercultural friendships create decolonizing spaces. This is the starting 
point for building community and inclusive practices in early childhood settings. The story of 
Denise, Monique and Cynthia show how intercultural friendships and then intergenerational 
connections create a community between them, which is at the heart of decolonization. In order to 
provide settings that are culturally responsive, the formation of personal relations must come first. 
Denise Proud <m_proud@msn.com.au>; Monique Proud <m_proud@msn.com.au> ; Cynthia à 
Beckett <abeckett@une.edu.au> 
 
6F Moving Multicultural Perspectives to the centre of Early Childhood Education. 
What does ‘a multicultural perspective as normal perspective’ mean in practises in Early 
Childhood Teacher Education and in Early Childhood Institutions? In this paper I present data 
from students in multicultural courses who tell about what they see when focus shifts from 
‘monocultural’ to ‘multicultural’ perspectives. De/reconstructions. 
Karinelise.Fajersson@lu.hio.no 
 
6G Parent involvement in children’s education: Dilemmas of immigrant parents 
This paper questions two of the long-standing assumptions regarding parent involvement in early 
childhood education: one, which constructs involvement as active engagement with 
teachers/school, and, two, which looks at immigrant parents from a ‘deficit model’ viewpoint. 
The aim is to reconceptualize the motivations of immigrant parents and to understand their 
dilemmas and process of adaptation to the demands of new settings.   
Sukhdeep Gill <sgill@psu.edu> 
 
6H Pre-Service Teachers’ Perspectives on Critical Pedagogy for Urban Teaching: Yet Another 
Brick in the Wall? 
This Interactive Paper Response Session builds a discussion around data from a study of urban 
pre-service teachers’ perspectives on the place of critical theory and transformative pedagogy in 
understanding themselves as urban teachers and navigating their place in urban schools.  Issues 
related to introducing decolonizing concepts in early childhood teacher education will be raised 
and discussed.  J. Amos Hatch <ahatch@utk.edu> 
 
12.15- 1.15 Session 7 (60 minutes) Interactive 
 
7A Ethnicity, Nationality, and Popular Culture: Young Korean Girls’   
     Understanding of Ethnic Issues in Disney Films 
This presentation will discuss how young Korean girls who live in the United States understand 
and construct notions of American popular culture.  It will emphasize their interpretations of the 
ethnicities which are embedded in Disney animated films by examining how they negotiate social 
assumptions of ethnicity derived from Korean culture with those of America that are represented 
in the films.   
R. Lena Lee <ranlee@indiana.edu> 
Requests power point or overhead 
 



7B Régimes of Truth and Incommensurate “Truths”: Public Discourse in a World of Multiple 
Understandings 
This proposal links three interconnected papers. The papers are set in different national contexts--
the U.S. and the UK-- and deal with three separate issues—birth to age three “compulsory” 
childcare, early literacy instruction, and immigration law.  The papers look at countries which are 
often seen as the center of “empire” and argue that even in these “advanced,” or “technologically 
developed” societies, policy issues can rarely be solved by “science” alone, but must, instead, 
take into account cultural diversity, expressed in this case by our concept of “incommensurate 
understandings  In this case, we use tools taken from postcolonial theory, including Chakrabarty’s 
(2000) concept of the “other” or Bhabha’s (1994) concept of “hybridity” to “write back” to the 
metropole, showing that even within the entity of the “Western” nation, it is impossible to assume 
a single “rational” or “scientific” consensus  Dory Lightfoot, dorylightfoot@charter.net; 
Samantha Bowers-Welte;   Ruth Peach. 
 
7C Children interacting with powers in their lives: Learning from preschoolers in Singapore 
A qualitative study exploring the daily talk and actions of a group of 4-to-5-year olds within a 
typical child care setting in modern postcolonial Singapore. Childhood culture is explored, 
foregrounding the agencies of the children through a postcolonial lens, challenging binaries such 
as East/West, adult/child, local/global, education/care. 
Sirene May-Yin Lim <sml2115@columbia.edu> 
 
7D Young children’s voice as silenced and marginalized by adult centered discourses 
This proposal wishes to highlight how children have been invisibilized, silenced and marginalized 
through dominant discursive dispositifs (Foucault). With help of historical contextualisation, this 
presentation would like to show how, in the first place the entry of psychologists in  the crèches, a 
strictly medical and hygienic world, helped to discover the affective needs of young children that 
had already been experienced in Hungary after World War II by Emmy Pickler. This experience 
was a process and it could be meaningful and helpful for other situations where groups were 
colonized or marginalized and thus contribute to creating new tools to  reconceptualize. Liane 
Mozère <hllm@free.fr> 
 
7E Teaching and Learning Through the Transformative Practice of Storytelling 
This session introduces a narrative based curriculum in early childhood teacher preparation that 
values the multiple experiences and perceptions of diverse students. It presents storytelling 
strategies that are inclusive, transformative, and expand upon the wisdom and knowledge that 
future teachers already posses. Susan Bernheimer, sbernheimer@pacificoaks.edu;   
Sara Exposito, sarae@lclark.edu 
 
 
7F Early childhood practitioners and regulatory accountability: A critical examination of power 
relations 
Using qualitative data from an Australian study investigating early childhood practitioners’ 
perceptions of the impact of regulatory accountability, this paper draws on Foucault’s 
conceptualization of power (e.g., Foucault, 1977; 1978; 1980; 1982; 1983) to illustrate the 
constraining and subjectifying effect of regulation. Alternative discourses used by some 
participants to resist regulatory constraints are drawn upon to problematise other participants’ 
compliance and their perceptions that regulatory frameworks are enabling.  Through this 
problematising, possibilities for professional transformation are presented. 
marianne.fenech@aces.mq.edu.au; jsumsion@csu.edu.au 
 
7G Consenting to live with dissensus: Professional identities of early childhood educators. 



This paper presents a work-in progress investigating constructions of professional identities of 
educators and the role of ethics in this process.  The study presented in this paper challenges an 
essential nature of early childhood professionalism.  In what ways it is possible for early 
childhood educators to be professional and agree to disagree, be certain of uncertainties and 
consent to live with dissensus provides the focus of this paper. 
Louise Thomas <lm.thomas@qut.edu.au> 
 
 
1.15 p.m.- 2:30 p.m.  Lunch 
 
2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Session 8 (60 minutes) Interactive 
 
8A Reconceptualising the Colonial Maori Child through the ‘Eyes’ of Oral Narratives 
This session will attempt to deconstruct a colonial view of Maori children.  It will present an 
inquiry into the ways Maori children tell stories and how different assessment systems based on 
different theoretical models illuminate the story telling in different ways. This should inform a 
reconceptualization of Maori children. Fleur Harris; <ilynn@xtra.co.nz> 
 
8B Viewing Emotional Development and Storytelling Through a Social Constructionist Lens: 
Deconstructing Western Theories of Emotion. 
This study examined how emotions and narratives were socially constructed in twenty preschool 
children’s storytelling events over a nine-month period. A microethnographic discourse analysis 
of children’s storytelling events revealed that preschool children used emotions as a way to build 
relationships and negotiate power with the teacher and peers. Samara Madrid 
<madrid.10@osu.edu>  
 
8C Colonizing creativity: Knowing your head from your arts 
This session considers how the leaky distinction between art and business has seen creativity 
colonised by business, and a casualty in the arts. The talk is of creative problem solving, creative 
management, creative industries, and creative nation. Creativity is a new packaging of the 
efficient worker. And peddling creativity is the new snake oil. Felicity Mcardle 
<f.mcardle@qut.edu.au> 
 
8D Sylvia Ashton-Warner as Anti-colonialist? Exploring decolonisation in education through 
psychoanalytic perspectives 
Drawing upon recent research on the life and work of Sylvia Ashton-Warner, a New Zealand 
early childhood teacher in Maori schools between the 1940s and 1960s, this paper explores the 
intersections of the personal self and the political self as aspects of teaching subjectivities in 
colonial and postcolonial contexts.  Cathryn McConaghy<: cmcconag@une.edu.au 
 
8E Pedagogical silences in Australian early childhood social policy 
This paper suggests that shifts in public provisions for young children in Australia are 
increasingly disregarding pedagogical perspectives. While early childhood teachers may consider 
themselves influential in the design and delivery of pedagogical programs, this paper suggests 
that powerful policy agendas are dominating the discourses of early childhood education resulting 
in a silencing of pedagogies, in favor of health and welfare imperatives. 
Sandra.cheeseman@mq.edu.au 
 
8F Spaces and Places: Musings on Early Childhood Environments 
Materials are “the texts” of the early childhood classroom.” The purpose of this paper is to use 
poststructural social theory to read the way classroom geographies are created by teachers in a 



number of sites in New Jersey, USA, how students use these spaces, and the kinds of meanings 
given to materials by children and teachers.  Sharon Ryan<Sr247@rci.rutgers.edu> 
 
8G A poly-vocal reconceptualist conversation on the adultification of children’s play 
Via debate on childhood adultification, this session critiques the toy industry’s and media’s roles 
as players in the creation of beliefs about childhood. The session also demonstrates how 
seemingly oppositional viewpoints work together, not to come to a consensus, but to further 
investigate and deconstruct ideas that keep children in marginalized positions. Candra D. 
Thornton <cthornton@teachnet.edb.utexas.edu>  
Requests overhead projector 
 
3.30- 4pm  afternoon tea 
 
4 p.m.- 5 p.m.  Session 9   (60 minutes) Interactive 
 
9A Collaborative classroom as a space to reconstruct teachers’ identities and their pedagogical 
beliefs. 
This ethnographic study reports teachers’ struggles to form an inclusive classroom in an 
innovative partnership project including Head Start and Special Education agencies. This 
presentation invites discussion of the processes of classroom identity transformation, power and 
contestation, and construction/deconstruction of shared practice by teachers from these different 
agencies and traditions. Chiharu H. Uchida <uchida@ohio.edu, uchida.5@osu.edu>; Rebecca 
Kantor <kantor-martin.1@osu.edu>; David Fernie <dfernie@wheelock.edu> 
 
9B Deconstructing Identities of Novice Male Primary Teachers 
This session builds on Connolly’s critique and focuses more on the active role that individuals, 
here 3 novice primary teachers, play in constructing and re-constructing their own gender(ed) 
identities. These cases presented below and to be shared with conference participants illustrate 
how teachers are “encouraged to reflect upon and deconstruct their existing identities and 
practices to play an active role in beginning to construct and appropriate alternative and more 
open and inclusive ways” (Connolly, 2006, p. 3) of being male teachers today.  
David Garst <garst@hawaii.edu>  
Devin Oshiro <doshiro21@yahoo.com 
Michael Kline mikekline999@msn.com 
 
9C Hybrid Discourses on Quality Child Care 
The presentation shows the ways in which we have engaged with the literature on 
quality to open up spaces for contesting dominant discourses on quality at the policy level, and it 
explores postcolonial’s notions of hybridity as a third space for thinking about discourses of 
quality. Veronica Pacini-Ketchabaw <vpacinik@uvic.ca>; Alan Pence <apence@uvic.ca> 
 
9D Silences speak volumes: Missing voices among those absent and present 
What would it take for the marginalized voices to be valued among early childhood 
reconceptualizers? What happens when there are absent voices? Questions following the Madison 
conference mark the journey of two conference participants (Asian American and African 
American) and their effort to break the silences of both the present and the absent. 
Gina Barclay-McLaughlin <gmclaugh@utk.edu>;  
Caryn Park <ccaryn@u.washington.edu> 
 
9E Children, childhood and reverse colonialism 



In this session participants investigate whether recent moral panics about childhood being in 
‘crisis’ and ‘lost’ are examples of reverse colonialism. Are the ‘primitive’ and ‘uncivilized’ 
(children) now the knowing and able in terms of new media, technologies and popular culture, 
and parents the ‘primitive’ and ‘uncivilized’? If so, what are the implications of this and other 
reverse colonialisms for the field? s.grieshaber@qut.edu.au 
 
 9F ”Gal dat oahppá go stuorrola” - Teacher thinking, knowledge and discourse - to high light 
cultural knowledge and decolonizing processes in indigenizing Sámi preschool/schools in the 
north of Sweden. Some perspectives on teachers’ professional development and improvement of 
teacher education are also discussed. 
 "Balto Asta" <asta-m.balto@samiskhs.no>   Gunilla Johansson <Gunilla.Johansson@lh.luth.se> 
 
9G The Kaleidoscope Approach: A community consultation  
Part B: Viewing the Community from the child’s perspective 
From the eyes, ears & mouths of babes: This paper describes how children aged five and under, 
were given a voice in an innovative community consultation called the Kaleidoscope Approach.  
The paper illustrates the methods and techniques used and the impact & benefits derived from 
this approach, in the planning and development process of Communities for Children Initiative 
site in Queensland.  
Geraldine Harris <Geraldine.harris@aue.salvationarmy.org or gerian@bigpond.com> 
 
9H Nineteenth century missionary infant schools in three colonial settings: The experience in 
India, New Zealand, and Canada 
This session presents three small case studies of missionary infant schools in India, New Zealand, 
and Canada. The aim is to reconceptualize the history of childhood and education in colonial 
settings. The resulting critical history of early childhood education has the potential to help us 
question current thinking in the field, not only about pedagogy, but also concerning imperialism 
and issues of power.  
helen.may@stonebow.otago.ac.nz 
baljit.kaur@canterbury.ac.nz 
Prochner@ualberta.ca 
   
5.00 -7pm  Business Meeting 
 
7pm  Dinner (own arrangements) 
 
Monday, December 4, 2006 
8.30-9am  Karakia and conference update 
 
9am-10.30    Plenary:  
Decolonizing Research with Children and Youth in 
Cross-National Contexts:  Theory/Methodology Issues in Reconceptualizing Practice and Policy 
Analysis  
Part I 
This panel reviews and draws from Indigenous scholarship and voices engaged in sociopolitical 
struggles to frame persistent methodological issues raised in attempts to “decolonize” research.  
Authors share critical personal narratives, briefly discuss theories and literature that has been 
particularly relevant, and concentrate on issues of methodology and praxis in contrasting 
international settings.   
Part II 



The papers in this panel draw from diverse theoretical frameworks and contextual experiences 
and emphasize how global or international and oftentimes universal reforms aimed “at all” travel 
to and become hybridized and/or resisted at local/national levels.  Panel II continues discussion 
from Panel I related to the ways in which theoretical framings help to provide alternative ways of 
seeing and interpreting colonizing discourses and activities.      
Beth Blue Swadener (Co-organizer) bswadener@asu.edu, 
 Marianne Bloch (Co-organizer) mbloch@wisc.edu 
 Kagendo Mutua, kmutua@bamaed.ua.edu; Jeanette Habashi, jhabashi@ou.edu; Chao-Ling 
Tseng, ctseng3@wisc.edu;  
Betzaida Vera-Heredia, bveraheredia@wisc.edu;  
I-Fang Lee, ifanglee@wisc.edu; Koeun Kim, kekim@wisc.edu; Alejandro Azocar, 
saazocar@wisc.edu 
 
10.00  – 10.30  Closing Ceremony and Karakia 
 
10.30 – 11 am tea 
 
11.00- 3pm Visits to kōhanga reo, early childhood centres, kura 
 
Conference Credits 
Special thanks to Mimi Bloch and Chao-Ling Tseng at the University of Wisconsin-Madison for 
collating proposal responses and technical web related assistance in the U.S. 
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