Introduction to the 2022 RECE Conference Program
Thu, Jun 23, 2022, 12:30 PM –Sun, Jun 26, 2022, 10:00 PM PDT
Welcome to RECE 2022. In the midst of and in attunement to ongoing crises around the world, the 2022 Conference offers members of the RECE community
and their allies the opportunity to come together to reaffirm their sense of community, agency, creativity and commitment to co-creating a more livable,
equitable, just, caring and welcoming world for children, families and early childhood educators around the globe.The conference takes the theme of place
as a multilayered relational construct that can help us open up, hold, and sustain generative conversations across disciplines and from our different locations.
RECE 2022 is in in Vancouver, a city situated on the unceded, traditional and ancestral territories of the xʷmәθkʷәy̓әm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh
(Squamish), and Sel ̓ íl ̓ witulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.
Host Chairs: Iris Berger and Mari Pighini Host Committee: Lori Huston, Laurie Kocher and Aurea Vericat
Program Chairs: Rachel Langford and Sonja Arndt
Program Committee: Mathias Urban, Will Parnell, Lacey Peters, Ayesha Rabadi-Raol, Mere Skerrett, Casey Myers, Sonya Gaches, Jo Ailwood, Martin
Needham, Kylie Smith, Vina Adriany, Mark Nagasawa, Jennifer Guevara, Karen Prins, I-fang Lee, Samara Madrid, Marcela Montserrat Fonseca Bustos, Travis
Wright
Each session will have chair to facilitate everyone’s participation and trained volunteers to support IT.

Conference sessions will be held in the Ponderosa Ballroom and Ponderosa Commons: Oak House Rooms 1001, 1002, 1003, 1302, 1009, 1011 - 6445
University Boulevard, University of British Columbia
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Thursday 23 June 2022
5:00 m 6:30pm

Opening Plenary

Place-conscious Indigenous storywork: Indigenous early
childhood educators connected to the land and community.
This presentation will illustrate Indigenous Storywork to inform
all our relations and the possibilities of connecting through
reciprocal sharing and storytelling in/with many places and
communities. Storytelling as a way of knowledge co-construction
of our reality in our present times and how we all have navigated
moving forward and re-imagined Indigenous pedagogies in early
childhood education. The panel will highlight the relational ways
of implementing Indigenous research, designing a licenced play
space that reflects traditional and community
knowledge thinking within the critical and ecological perspectives
of place and building a Wigwam.

Lori Huston,
Melanie Francis,
Darlene Beardy,
Starlene
Kamenawatamin

Ponderosa Commons-North
Ballroom

Organisers/Presentations
Panel: The Crisis of Love: Love as Place; Love as Action
In this session, we will explore love as a radical force for social
change. Grounded in the traditions of hooks (2000), West (2016),
King (2010, 2016), and their teachers and guides, we openheartedly consider internal and external practices of love to
radically reimagine the cascading impacts of the violence of
injustice. This understanding posits love as a social force defined
by the presence of justice. Public spaces, public discourses and
practices, social structures and conceptions of place that are
devoid of justice, are devoid of love. We consider how the world
we live in now and its crises of environmental, social and
interpersonal collapse are a crisis of a lack of universal love
resulting from economic, material and social systems of

Presenters
Chelsea Bailey,
Althea MillerSims, Michell
Naido, Sandra
Moore

Room No
Ponderosa Ballroom

Session Chair: Lori Huston

Friday 24 June 2022
Time
9:00am –
10:30am

Session
Plenary
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Session Chair: Chelsea Bailey

exploitation, brutality and indifference — in short, the refusal of
love.
10:30am –
11:00am

Break

Ponderosa Ballroom

CONCURRENT
SESSIONS 11:00 am12:30 pm
11:00am –
12:30pm

Session 1:
Panel

Session 2: Individual
Papers

Living pedagogies of ice, snow, land, and water by engaging
place-based societal values, knowledges, and practices in the
contemporary Indigenous North
In this session, two scholars working in the Indigenous North,
consider pedagogical relationships with land. One theorizes yoik
in the context of pedagogy. The other scholar performs with
dance and drum while engaging skin-sewing in intergenerational
subsistence-oriented learning. Together they present, perform,
converse, and engage with the participants in reconceptualizing
relations with land and pedagogy.
Governing Early English as a Foreign Language Education
Foreign language education in China has experienced
tremendous fluctuation during the last 70 years. In this study, I
unpack how early English as a foreign language education is
governed in China. This study takes a Foucauldian discourse
analysis approach to conduct a critical analysis while drawing on
Foucault’s analytical concepts of power and governmentality. The
analysis demonstrates how foreign language policies, particularly
in the field of early childhood education, are conceptualized as
official discourses linked with governmentality to produce and
shape “normative” way of thinking and acting within China’s
specific historical periods.
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Amelia Topkok,
Laila
Aleksandersen
Nutti

Ponderosa 1001

Liu Yang

Ponderosa 1009

Session Chair: Mathias Urban

Session Chair: Jennifer Guevara

Transforming Early Childhood Institutions into Civil Society Fora
Early childhood setting are key spaces for action and citizenship
education for the young citizens. Philosophers and pedagogues
highlighted the political importance of the democratic school
experience, such as Rousseau, Dewey, Freire, Moss, Giroux. The
pedagogy of learning by doing is seen as a political process that
prepares students for adult life. Building on the critical pedagogy
theoretical framework, we consider pedagogy as an open
democratic praxis of community negotiation of ideas and critical
reflection. In this paper we explore the central hypothesis: can
we see early childhood institutions from a different perspective
than that which has existed historically through their dominant
constructions, from the time they were institutionalized to the
present? We explored the views of early childhood educators in
Greece on the above question. The research was conducted
through interviews, where they presented their perceptions as
well as specific examples from educational practices, which
highlighted the function of the preschool settings as civil society
fora.

Eleni Mousena

Towards localised Early Childhood Education and Care systems
research – evidence from Argentina
With ECEC gaining momentum as a policy priority, there is a wellstablished consensus around the need for systems research.
However, research on ECEC systems is still dominated by crossnational standardised comparisons. In this paper we argue there
is a need in the early childhood field for localised systems
research. Drawing on qualitative evidence from Argentina, we
examine the importance of localising early childhood systems
research. Following a critical stance, we question the
naturalisation of the national as the default unit of analysis. We
later argue that localised approaches can contribute to unveiling
territorialised diversity and inequalities.

Jennifer
Guevara
Carolina
Semmoloni
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Session 3: Individual
papers

Structural factors as a main cause of the schoolification of ECEC
in Chile
This paper presents a study exploring the causes of the
schoolification of ECEC in Chile, in the visions of actors from the
field. It understood ECEC as a place to foster children's wellbeing, holistic development, and citizenship, rather than
readiness for school. Relying on a qualitative design, ECEC
teachers, nursery/school principals, and state authorities (n=43)
were interviewed. Findings show these actors identified three
structural factors among the main causes: inadequate
infrastructure, high child-staff ratios, and predominance of
education resources for desk activities. Being these regulated by
national norms, the paper discusses neoliberal ECEC policies
prevailing in the country.
Using Black feminist photovoice to explore identity, privilege,
and power during the COVID19 pandemic
During the COVID19 stay-at-home mandates, students enrolled in
a family community relationships class using Black feminist
photovoice re-interpreted, recognized and re-evaluated
connections to place, ‘the mundane,’ and our interactions with
this place. Students’ work engages us in this re-interpretation and
emphasizes the need to re-evaluate what has been considered as
‘mundane’ by recognizing its power to bring up the personal,
social, and political. Students’ photovoice invites us
to honor how place is connected to cultural identity, community
building, and the decolonization of knowledge and practice in the
ECE field when working with diverse children, families, and
communities.
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Marcela Pardo

Carolyn
Brennan
Margarita G.
Ruiz Guerrero
Cassie Sorrells

Ponderosa 1003
Session Chair: Samara Akpovo

Silencing and resistance: A critical narrative case study of
female ECE teacher emotion during COVID-19
Dominant narratives of ECE portray the field as a place of love,
care, and joy. Missing from this narrative, however, is the reality
that the presence of these ‘positive’ emotions does not preclude
the field from also existing as a place of emotional control,
emotional discomfort, and emotional resistance. Utilizing critical
narrative analysis, this paper examines the experiences of
Lauren, a U.S. white female infant/toddler teacher, as she
navigated teaching during COVID-19. Discussion centers on
poststructural feminist interpretations of the ‘emotion rules’ that
school administrators wielded to constrain and contain Lauren’s
emotions of power and disruption and her experience of, and
resistance to, these rules.

Samara Madrid
Akpovo
Meghan LecLerc

Restrictions and openings – day care life under a Covid regime
Primarily based on observation and interviews in 3 institutions,
we address contradictory characteristics of the situation in 2020
when Danish ECEC institutions partially reopened after covid
closedown: On the one hand stronger state governance and
more restrictions were enforced on everyday practice. On the
other hand, the situation opened for a more available, close and
caring pedagogical practice, as well as more predictable relations.
Positive changes were caused by massive improvement in de
facto child-staff ratio. But we did also see other causes. Lastly we
discuss opportunities of reconceptualizing ECEC in the light of
experiences from this period.

Tomas Ellegaard
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Session 4: Individual
papers

A Cross Cultural Illumination of Pedagogue/Teacher Experiences
of the Impact on Young Children and Early Care Settings During
the COVID-19 Pandemic
This cross-cultural study was conducted with
pedagogues/teachers in Denmark and the United States during
the COVID-19 pandemic starting in Spring 2020 through Spring
2022. The inquiry focuses on the perceptions of
pedagogues/teachers on the impact of the pandemic on young
children in early childhood settings. Several major themes
emerged from the data including different approaches to
childcare in the two cultures and how Covid 19 restrictions
influenced educational quality. In addition, the study showed
children were increasingly affected as the pandemic wore on and
many children exhibited signs of insecurity and anxiety.

Grethe KraghMüller
Lea Ann
Christenson

Place, Peers, and Play: Children`s Belonging in a Preprimary
School Setting in North Finland
This study is based on the research project Politics of belonging:
Promoting children`s inclusion in educational settings across
borders, funded by NordForsk (Project number 85644). This
research focuses on children’s perspectives of belonging to a
place, a Finnish preprimary school setting. The research data
consist of 13 children’s photographs and group discussions. The
study shows that children’s belonging in the preprimary school
was intertwined with various elements of the setting, including
the people, activities, materiality, and institutional and cultural
practices. Children’s photographs and storytelling activities
provide educators with a significant means to understand
children’s perspectives on place and belonging.

Taina
Kyrönlampi
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Ponderosa 1302
Session Chair: Ayesha Rabadi-Raol

Play/grounding: Entwining of pedagogical work, play, and
design
Troubling the ease with which we assume we know play, this
presentation asks: In the name of what is outdoor play being
promoted? Who really has a right to play? Where, spatially, does
play belong? How might attending to relational play
compositions in small everyday spaces allow us to open
pedagogical possibilities for playing (being, becoming) with the
Other?From her interdisciplinary background of landscape
architecture and early childhood education, Tatiana Zakharova
presents a project of designing, building and occupying a
preschool playground at an early learning centre in Ontario,
exploring how might we meaningfully intertwine pedagogical
work and design.

Tatiana
Zakharova

An archeology of play: playing as a technique of the self
Our understanding of childhood and the role of play has been
changing over time. This text intends to analyze and to question,
from the writings of Rousseau, Pestalozzi and Froebel, how play
can be assumed and considered as a technology of subjectivation
of childhood and, with that, define its “to-be” and how. In this
sense, this paper proposes to discuss play as a device for
normalization, subjectivation and governance of what a child can
and cannot do. The focus of analysis will be on how the
perspectives on children’s play, on the one hand, delimitate what
a child should be and, on the other hand, how this delimitation
anticipates the project of an adult to come.

Tiago Almeida

Surrender for harmony
Over the past decade “grit” has been considered a popular
panacea for academic success. Grit is tenacity combined with an
ability to overcome adversity. It’s a personality trait that includes
emotional regulation. (Duckworth, Peterson, Matthews, & Kelly,
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Francesca Pase

Session 5: Individual
papers

2007). It is rooted in ideas of American exceptionalism, but it is
prevalent in discourses about achievement and success
worldwide (He et al., 2021; Park, Kwak, & Kim, 2020). In this
presentation I use a short vignette of a conflict in an Indonesian
kindergarten to offer an alternative to “grit” as a prosocial
behavior.
Professional conversations which lead to professional learning:
Provoking change in teacher education (and beyond) through Te
Tiriti o Waitangi and mana whenua relationships
There continues to be a critical need to address the colonization
and inequities that have been perpetuated throughout the
education system of Aotearoa me Te Waipounamu New Zealand.
In one Te Waipounamu (South Island) College of Education, a
professional learning programme with two non-Māori ECEfocused and two Māori staff members was developed to confront
these issues by utilising a wānanga approach, based on kaupapa
Māori principles and inclusive of te reo me kā tikaka Māori
(Māori language and cultural practices). Description of the
programme and initial findings are presented regarding how
teaching practices changed and what provoked these changes.
Thinking as someone else – Using avatars in teacher education
to enable students to think critically about ECEC and question
taken for granted assumptions.
This presentation discusses an alternative learning project that
was conducted in online courses at a teacher education program
before and during the pandemic. In the project, students must
create an avatar, an alter ego, and think and act as their avatars
when faced with educational issues. The project strives to
overcome challenges that teacher education programs must
consider when preparing students to become critical ECEC
professionals. Besides, a qualitative research study was
conducted to find out more about the students’ thinking and
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Sonya Gaches
Rachel Martin

Ponderosa 1002
Session Chair: Mark Nagasawa

Helge Wasmuth

learning in this innovative approach of online learning. Some
results of the study will also be discussed.

Session 6: Individual
papers

There can be no diversity, equity, and inclusion without
dis/abled teachers: A reflexive D/discourse analysis of ableism
in early childhood teacher education spaces
This is a collaborative reflexion on our participation in ableist
teacher education in the United States. It is also a provocation for
broader action on the part of education scholars, across places,
based upon a critical D/discourse analysis of inclusion framed
through the intersectional lens of disability justice. Our analysis
of seven policy-oriented, discursive artifacts (e.g., NAEYC’s Power
to the Profession initiative) shows a complete focus on childcentered notions of inclusion, with dis/abled teachers absent
from these discussions. This invisibility is particularly glaring
when considered within the rising discourse in the U.S. of
diversity, equity, and inclusion.
The Street Photography of Vivian Maier and Shaping the Visual
Imaginary of ECE
When frequent calls for more liveable worlds apprise us of a shift
in awareness around networks of care, visual histories of early
childhood education (ECE) remain local archives, primarily
supporting imaginaries around care within the field of education.
Part of a larger project on histories of visual methods in childcare,
this paper examines the reception of photos by Vivian Maier, the
American childcare worker and street photographer. I look at the
reception of Maier’s work as entangled with the perception of
Maier as a childcare worker and discuss her photographs,
depicting street scenes with the children in her care.
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Mark Nagasawa
Sarika Gupta

Lucy Angus

Ponderosa 1011
Session Chair: Lacey Peters

12:30pm1:15pm

Inspiring Creativity in a Virtual Learning Environment:
Supporting Community College Students Through Engagement
with the Arts and Nature
Working in an urban community college, we teach an early
education course designed to integrate the creative arts and the
natural world into curriculum planning. Teaching within the
restrictions of the pandemic, we faced the challenge of creating
virtual learning experiences that would support our students
during a time of great stress and turmoil. During six semesters of
remote teaching, we found new ways to engage our pre-service
teachers in learning experiences designed to capture the joy and
energy of the creative arts, inspire them to find their own
creativity and playfulness, and create a sense of community and
collaboration.

Mindi Reich
Shapiro Kristin
Scarola

An architecture of trajectories: Marks, Maps, Deligny
This presentation comes from the desire to map physical,
emotional, and intellectual experiences in artistic ways. How are
we moving through and within this space of the conference, both
physically and virtually present, in relation with one another?
How do our marks and maps convey our
presence/absence/intersections? This is not a traditional paper,
as the “presentation” builds on community participation
throughout the conference, and continues this engagement
during our allotted presentation time.

Marta Cabral
Kay Gordon

Lunch

Ponderosa Ballroom

CONCURRENT
SESSIONS 1:15-2:45
PM
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1:15pm –
2:45pm

Session 1: Panel

Session 2: Individual
papers

The Place of Memory in Reconceptualizing Childhood
This panel draws on findings of a multi-site qualitative study to
consider how beginning educators represent childhood using
cultural artefacts and memories of having once been children.
We draw from narratives gathered using free-writing exercises
and focus groups with 150 participants enrolled in teacher
education and/or childhood studies courses at universities
located in Montreal, New York, Ottawa, and Toronto. Grounding
our analysis in affect theory and psychoanalysis, we surface a
tendency to repeat dominant tropes of chronological
development and innocence. However, we also show how
participants analyze the ‘place of memory’ as rooted in affected
attachments and social contexts to surface vulnerability as a
position from which to think in new ways about childhood and
education.
Navigating major and minor politics in the Ontario early
childhood education context: Enacting caring activism
Early childhood education and care (ECEC) in Ontario has always
had a vibrant social activist community. Scholars describe social
activism at either the minor (program, community) and/or major
(broader political) level. Guided by Moss’ (2017) position that
there does not have to be an opposition between engagement in
minor and major politics, this paper explores the lived
experiences and motivations of social activists who seek to
navigate both political places. Rooted in reflection and dialogue
around own personal and professional narratives, we explore the
tensions and possibilities when navigating between major and
minor ECEC spaces, particularly in the context of a global
pandemic that brought highlighted the experiential and policy
gaps between major and minor political places. Drawing on
feminist ethics of care, early childhood education and care
advocacy is (re)conceptualized through a caring activism.
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Lisa Farley,
Debbie Sonu,
Sandra ChangKredl, Julie
Garlen

Ponderosa 1001

Brooke
Richardson
Rachel Langford

Ponderosa 1302

Session Chair: Casey Y. Myers

Session Chair: Jo Ailwood

Whose Knowledge is Valued Here? Growing and Sustaining Bicultural Leadership Development in Early Childhood Education
Spaces
Narratives of teachers while working alongside, with, or on behalf
of Black and historically marginalized children and families are
shared for critical reflection on the need for sustaining bicultural
early childhood leadership. The session focuses on learning from
ECE practitioners of color how they became advocates of their
own practice while navigating systems not designed for them.
Dominant culture professional’s stories of disrupting Eurocentric
dominance of educational approaches are also explored, in part,
as getting out of the way of efforts to center the knowledge of
‘minoritized’ peoples in early childhood program contexts.

Marilyn Chu
Kimberly
Sopher-Dunn

Embracing our Power: ECE Students’ Experiences Creating
Spaces of Resistance in Post-Secondary Institutions
This paper / presentation shares and explores the development
of pre-service educators’ professional identities as political
resisters. We, four students connected through our experiences
in an Ontario college, found commonality in our emerging need
to resist “alarming discourses” (Whitty et al., 2020, p. 8). By
reproducing colonial and capitalist narratives and relational
models in which we had been immersed, our college program
seemed complicit in traditional discourses and ways of learning.
As frustration and discontent grew, the four of us set out to
create space to embrace alternative narratives that critically
questioned the intersectionality of colonialism, racism,
capitalism, and neoliberalism.

Camila Casas,
Luyu Hu,
Tammy Primeau
McNabb, Grace
Wolfe

Creating hope and maintaining fidelity: Reconceptualization and
resistance through early childhood curriculum leadership
This paper presentation shares the findings of five narrative case
studies to better understand how teachers of young children

Daniel Castner
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Session 4: Individual
papers

operate as curriculum leaders in public schools. Through critical
storying, the case studies address three main questions. First,
what dominant discourse-practices does the early childhood
curriculum leader critically scrutinize? Secondly, what informs
their thinking about critical curriculum leadership? And, third,
how did the curriculum leader resist the dominant discoursepractice? Key elements of each teachers’ curriculum leadership
are discussed with reference to Richard Rorty’s conception of
hopeful re-description and Alain Badiou’s notion of ethical
fidelity.
Embodied Childhoods of/across/beyond Place and Time
This themed panel session explores embodied experiences of
childhoods, yearnings and connections, overcoming oppressive
childhoods, decolonial reflections, and children’s experiences
with matter and the more-than-human world across geographical
locations and time.
Exploring Innovation within an Indigenous (Anishinaabek) Early
Learning Context: The Resurgence of Indigenous knowledge,
Perspectives and Pedagogies within an IECE framework
This presentation focuses on understandings of innovation within
an Indigenous Early Childhood Education context. Indigenous
Storywork (ISW) informed my methodology, and the research
methods included conversational interviews, sharing of artifacts,
and a researcher journal with letter writing. In this paper, I will
share the shifts in pedagogical approaches of 7 Indigenous ECE’s
with a consideration of what innovation means through an
Indigenous lens. Presenting educator’s artifacts of innovation, I
discuss three intersecting theoretical traditions: Indigenous
Knowledge, Indigenous Pedagogy, and Decolonizing Education.
These traditions support the goals of sustainability in IECE, and
the impact this will have with the resurgence of Indigenous
knowledge, perspectives and pedagogies within an IECE
framework.
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Janna Goebel,
Anu Sachdev,
Bekisizwe
Ndimande, Beth
Swadener

Ponderosa 1002

Melanie
Manitowabi
Tara-Lynn
Scheffel

Ponderosa 1003

Session Chair: Marcela Montserrat
Fonseca Bustos

Session Chair: Lacey Peters

(Re)connecting bodies and beings with Country through an
Indigenous Australian early childhood outdoor program
This presentation re-engages with past-present Indigenous
Australian conceptualisations of Country (Land) through
autoethnographic accounts of care for a colonized place. Centred
as part of an outdoor early childhood program, ‘bush kinder’
takes place weekly on a human-made quarry on Bunurong
Country and is led by an Indigenous teacher who experiences
dis/ability with an assistance dog. Returning to Country, the
program continually revives cultural identity through Indigenous
understandings relationally with one another. In doing so,
understandings of Country, in connection with different bodies
and beings, are ongoingly reshaped and transformed through
equity and care, as retold within this presentation.

Kim Browne

Developing Indigenous Land Education Curriculum in Early
Childhood Education
This presentation depicts a process of developing a land-based
curriculum within a Tribal Nation Early Learning program,
emphasizing the importance of developing and understanding
processes toward decolonization for tribal nations to (re)claim
their children’s education. This research supports resistance to
settler-colonial curriculum by understanding ways a Tribal Nation
Early Learning (TNEL) program can move beyond settler serving
policy initiatives that over-standardize children’s education (Iorio
& Parnell, 2015) through land-based curriculum. Findings depict
shared commitments of land-based language and culture
curriculum as an act of resurgence with varying degrees of
implementation between language and culture teachers and
primarily non-Indigenous classroom teachers.

Anna Lees
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Indigenous Early Childhood Educators in Mainstream Childcare
This research paper investigated Indigenous early childhood
educators in mainstream child care in Southern Ontario. The
study explored the lived experiences of 10 Indigenous early
childhood educators. The Indigenous early childhood educators
shared their stories through semi-structured interviews. Analysis
of the participants’ stories through the lens of circularity helped
identify how Indigenous early childhood educators were making
and holding space for Indigenous pedagogy in mainstream child
care.
Critical thinking in young children: Two case studies of children
engaging in learning about their racial identity and
conceptualizing body image
Despite deficit thinking about young children’s ability to think
critically, an extensive body of research supports that they can
and indeed do engage in learning about their world critically. The
authors discuss how their work in the areas of anti-racism and
body image concerns demonstrates young children thinking
critically and dynamically.

Maya-Rose
Simon

Dismantling Anti-Blackness in ECE/ECSE Responsive Care
Programs
This presentation provides a theoretical perspective on the
preparation of Early Childhood Education and Early Childhood
Special Education responsive care teachers and staff. Examining
ways that responsive care programs can provide strategies for
developing culturally sustaining staff who dismantle
antiblackness and humanize the experiences of Black students
and their families. Furthermore, this presentation explores
specific strategies and outcomes that support and dismantle
antiblackness in ECE and ECSE programs to build partnerships
with Black families.

Nakisha
Whittington
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Marisol Diaz

Ponderosa 1009
Session Chair: Kylie Smith

Session 6: Belkin Art
Gallery Walking Tour

Anti-Racist Teaching Practices and White Teacher Resistance
In this session, I share my experiences in an elementary school in
the U.S. as a White, male teacher. Congruent with the
conference’s thematic focus on place, I situate reflections of my
work within a district that actively promotes themes like equity,
diversity, and inclusion. My school is populated by predominately
African American students, with a certified staff that is majority
White (68%). I reflect on ways that White teachers in the school
actively resist (perhaps unknowingly) anti-racist teaching.
Including myself in the reflections, I describe how White teachers
reaffirm our own notions of White supremacy and disrupt
attempts to facilitate racial equity practices.

Adam Steele

Working the fields of tension? Reimagining the ‘place’ of early
childhood scholarship in global transdisciplinarity
Based on work in the changing international comparative early
childhood education research and policy space I present a critical
interrogation of the ‘place(s)’ of early childhood scholarship in
times of crises. I approach my investigation through the lens of
three ‘fields of tension’–systemic, geo-political, epistemological–
that characterise the task in hand for an emerging, fundamentally
reconceptualised ‘trans-discipline’ of early childhood education. I
offer my reflections as contribution to what I believe is an urgent
task to reimagine the collective space(s) we, reconceptualist
scholars, inhabit in a world that is characterised by intersecting
existential crises.

Mathias Urban

This is a tour of selected works in the Outdoor Art Collection on
UBC's Vancouver campus. The tour centres on questions of
home, territory, and relationships to the land that UBC's
Vancouver campus occupies, which is the traditional, ancestral
and unceded territory of the xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm (Musqueam) people.

Belkin Art
Gallery
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Registration required – TBA during
conference

2:45pm3:15pm

3:15pm4:45pm

Break
CONCURRENT
SESSIONS 3:15 -4:45
Session 1: Individual
papers

Ponderosa Ballroom

Making Space for Stories Unheeded: Learning from Migrating
Families
We explore three interwoven lenses to work with migrant and
refugee children, families, and teacher/teacher educators. We
share unheeded stories of collaboration and strength. Sarita and
her children talk about keeping the door locked and what the
family might do if daddy got deported again. Amina, beloved by
her peers is perceived by teachers as “tricky". She’s more
interested in literacy about her own life than assignments given
her in “early reader” texts. Araceli, preservice teacher-poet
voiced, “I come from the blood of Aztecs and Mayans… My blood
is from farmers and workers…” Stories lead generative learning
among all.

Larisa CallawayCole, Adria
Taha-Resnick

Ethical Space as a Relational Place: Untangling Post Secondary
Students’ Understanding of Decolonization through the
alliedFutures project
An “ethical space” is created when individuals from different
communities encounter each other and “the space in between
them contributes to the development of a framework for
dialogue” (Ermine, 2007). The work of decolonization includes
creating ethical spaces and requires dialogic partners to remain
open to diverse perspectives. This interactive presentation will
explain how Mount Royal University Child Studies students
collaborated with Indigenous Elders, educators, and leaders of
community organizations on the alliedFutures project and how
their engagement transformed the virtual classroom into an
ethical space and created a relational place to discuss and

Carolyn
Bjartveit
Hannele Gordon
Kayla Oschipok
Kate Arnfinson
Erin
Manywounds
Anna Larden
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Session Chair: Will Parnell
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understand “decolonization” and address human rights and
social justice issues.
Kua tae te wā e aro ai tātou… working in support of young
people’s climate concerns
This themed panel reflects on a project writing a climate
education wellbeing guide for schools involving focus group
interviews with Māori and Pacific Islands young people and
school climate activists. Māori youth highlighted connection with
te taiao (the bush, birds, seas, rivers, lakes and mountains).
Pacific Islands’ youth raised concerns regarding sea level rising
impacting loss of land, and traditional cultural ways of living, as
well as a mismatch in middle-class teachers’ expectations to
realities of working-class lives. School climate activists noted
particular support needed for those whose families’ livelihoods
may be impacted by addressing the climate crisis.
Re-conceptualizing preschool teachers’ experiences during the
COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S. and China
Historically seen as woman's work, preschool teachers and their
vulnerabilities are underestimated by policymakers and
governments. Especially, the impact of the global pandemic has
intensified those long-term challenges and problems in local
contexts and brought more stress on preschool teachers' work
and lives than ever before (Kim et al., 2021; Eadie et al., 2021). To
explore how preschool teachers in different social-cultural
contexts go through the global pandemic, this study draws on the
feminist theory and conducts ethnographic interviews with a
group of preschool teachers in public-funded preschools in the
U.S. and China.
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Virtual Learning Space as a Place: Meanings for Early Childhood
Educators from the Philippines
The last two years have compelled most early childhood
programs to shift to an alternative mode of learning. Particularly
for the early childhood programs in the Philippines, going back to
in-person classes is still far from reality. Using data from focus
group discussions conducted at the height of the pandemic, we
examine the experiences of selected Filipino early childhood
educators and their attempt to make sense of online platforms as
a relational space and place. Ultimately, we want to highlight
how online platforms could exacerbate inequalities, yet is a
fruitful source of discourse on the meaning of place in early
childhood education settings.

Charla Rochella
Saamong
Erickson Maclid

The online classroom as a culturally responsive place
At the beginning of 2020, Nadia Di Martino and Ranran Liu
started working as lecturers in the Bachelor of Early Childhood
Education (BECE) at Excelsia College in Sydney. Soon after, the
Covid 19 pandemic broke out in Australia. As newly appointed
casual academics, they faced immense challenges quickly
learning how to teach online to a group of international early
childhood (EC) preservice teachers, predominantly from Nepal
and India. In this session, Nadia and Ranran describe the
challenges experienced, their role as cultural brokers and how
they used the online classroom as a culturally responsive place
for care and human connection during a time of social distancing
and isolation. This online place, somewhat distant from the strict
regulatory gaze of the physical classroom within a western-based
educational system, became a transformative hub with the
potential to challenge standardised understandings of teaching,
learning, and childhood(s).

Nadia Di
Martino, Ranran
Liu
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Co-Teaching Pre-Service Teachers with Local Mothers and Their
Children on Zoom
At a public university in a rural town in the southwestern United
States, the co-taught Community Responsiveness and Engaged
Advocacy in Teacher Education (C.R.E.A.T.E.) program track
partners with local families as co-teachers in the college
classroom to share their experiences, expertise, and knowledge
to better prepare preservice teachers for their role in school
communities. In fall 2020, COVID-19 shifted this co-teaching
partnership from the local community to online Zoom course
meetings. This paper will discuss how our virtual “station coteaching" model managed to continue C.R.E.A.T.E.’s commitment
to encourage a “power shift” from teacher “knowing all” to
teacher seeking families’ expertise.
Embodied Teaching Without Touch: Challenging Future
Possibilities
Embodied education in early childhood settings is critical to the
development of socially just communities. But this commitment
is severely challenged by our current pandemic reality. Loving
touch was already contentious before the pandemic due to
concerns about inappropriate touch and a growing focus on neoliberal agendas which privilege academic achievement over
relationship building. Pandemic concerns about safety from
disease have become conflated with previous concerns making
the challenge greater. This interactive, embodied session
explores what educators can do to creatively create and maintain
practices that promote embodied learning while also helping
students and teachers to be safe.

Lauren Burrow

Care-full practices: The intricacies and intimate events of morethan-human touching in early childhood
This paper reflects upon an exploratory study with babies aged
six to eighteen months old, in England in the United Kingdom.

Lindsay Michelle
Schofield
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The study explored the intra-active relationships between bodies,
places and spaces of touch in relation to ECEC practice, to refigure care through the prism of Feminist New Materialist theory.
Appreciating the tensions and prickliness of the research interest,
in (re)considering care-full practices, the paper aims to dislocate
and open up the ways in which we know ‘touch’, in order to
stimulate discussions, of not what touch looks like, but what
touch ‘does’ within early childhood.
Keeping Up with the Times: Diversity and Inclusion in Early
Childhood Teacher Preparation Program
Realities of diversity demand upping our game in early childhood
teacher preparation. The responsibility of creating a qualified
early childhood teaching workforce rests with stakeholders such
as pre-service teachers and administrators within institutions of
higher education (IHE). Given the changes in demographics and
views on social issues, several IHE programs analyze how early
childhood teacher preparation programs have kept up
“preparing” teachers about issues such as understanding race,
lgbtq+ issues, and immigration. This session will provide a
discussion of how IHE programs can address pressing social issues
that affect the teaching and learning of young diverse children.
Rings in water: Young children in aesthetic interactions with
water
Based on a qualitative study in the form of video-observation, the
aim of this presentation is to explore how children can have
relationships with places in nature that invite them to play and
create. In this presentation I write about events around water
where the children were «invited» to a game where the water,
the light, the stones and other materialities actively participated
as performative agents (Barad, 2007), and acted on each other,
which I in this presentation refer to as intra-actions (Barad,
2007).
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Using Post-Humanism to Re-imagine Play in Place
This session explores the connection and tensions between place,
child-friendliness, and play. The session uses post-humanism
(Snaza et al., 2014) to explore qualitative research findings,
experiences facilitating family play gatherings in various settings,
and extant literature on place and play (e.g., UNICEF, 2021).
Playgrounds are problematized, re-imaginings are offered, and
further re-imagination is invited. The paper expands upon work
by Wooley and Lowe (2013) and Tim Gill (2021) to provoke our
agency in creating and fostering spaces and communities that are
more liveable, equitable, just, caring, anti-racist, welcoming, and
humane not only for children and families but the surrounding
environment.

Whitney
Blaisdell

Reimaging vulnerability: Belonging, community and care
While children’s vulnerabilities are generally perceived from a
deficit perspective, this presentation explores a reframing of
vulnerability as an opportunity to acknowledge interdependence
and as a way of belonging within particular contexts. Although
adult vulnerability is being redefined in contemporary popular
culture as a source of personal strength (Brown, 2012; 2021;
Doyle, 2020) - the vulnerabilities of children are still generally
understood as weakness, incapacity, and a rationale for adults,
institutions and social structures to discount them as people and
citizens. This presentation investigates how reframing children’s
vulnerabilities in early learning and care contexts can provoke
new possibilities of cultivating relationships within our early
childhood communities. While we acknowledge children’s human
relations, these wonderings focus more on the more-than-human
to consider some of the ways that a reimagining of vulnerability,
care, and reciprocity can reposition built environment, land, and
natural elements as vital members and contributors of early
childhood spaces.

Noah Kenneally
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Aesthetically emplacing ECEC sensitivity and slowness in the
forest: toward learning together with the world
The presentation showcases a participatory research project that
set out to investigate how the concept of ‘care’ could support
ECEC institutions in articulating their pedagogical work with
forests. Findings suggest that particular conditions must be in
place to allow for the kind of learning the staff wished to
articulate, especially a high degree of agency over the project’s
framing in terms of its temporal unfolding (‘slowness’) and its
experiential qualities (‘sensitivity’). These conditions seem to
make it possible to emplace the forest as a site for aesthetic
learning together with the world.
4:45pü5:00pm
5:00pm –
6:30pm

Niklas
Alexander
Chimirri

Break
Plenary

Ponderosa Ballroom
If you come to Earth: Personal-professional places, matters of
scale, and (re)locations in early years contexts
The past two years have brought the dissolution of the temporalspatial coordinates of personal-professional lives. This themed
panel maps efforts to locate ourselves with/in the time-space of
the pandemic, as we adjust to thinking-doing differently in order
to maintain connections, continue scholarship and practice, and
(re)work identities and relationships. Each paper draws upon
diverse theoretical informants, with various articulations of “
place” acting as both connective and diffractive forces between
presenters. The three “papers'' are presented as a non-linear film
project, available to conference attendees in advance, in order to
reserve the scheduled session as a time for discussion, questions,
and further diffractive practices.
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Equity as Praxis in Early Childhood Education and Care
Freire (1970) in Pedagogy of the Oppressed defines praxis
as “reflection and action upon the world” (p. 51) through a
problem-posing model of education. Contributors to the
book Equity as Praxis in Early Childhood Education and
Care (2021) will discuss their chapters drawing on
marginalized narratives of gender, race, Indigeneity,
dis/ability and inclusion, and migration to advance the
ECEC field beyond deficit thinking and Eurocentric models
of development. By prompting readers to reflect on and
critique their hegemonic understandings of children,
families, and communities, the authors seek to disrupt and
centre counter-narratives and strength-based approaches
to transformative praxis.

Presenters
Zuhra Abawi, Rachel
Berman, Adam Davies,
Nidhi Menon

Break
CONCURRENT
SESSIONS 11:00 am12:30 pm
Session 1: Individual
papers

Room No
Ponderosa Ballroom
Session Chair: Zuhra Abawi

Ponderosa Ballroom

How School was done for them”: Self-Determined Family
Engagement through Recognizing the Ghosts of the
Classroom and Historic Harm in Home-School
Connections
Drawing on the bodies of literature critiquing mainstream
home-school practices and supporting early childhood
social justice leadership, I examine how an early childhood
educator worked to build trusting relationships with family
members. This trust wove through all major themes,
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including an indirect approach to engagement practices
that was welcoming but not prescriptive, allowing families
to choose how they wanted to engage with the school
space. This approach of self-determined family
engagement also recognized the racialized histories of
harm that many families experienced in relation to the
school system.
Doing Family through ECEC organizations.
Understanding educational inequalities in meetings with
parents
A key feature in fostering children’s educational outcomes
is the enhancement of educational partnerships in ECEC
which have become popular in many countries.
Nonetheless, the interplay between the family and ECEC is
still a research gap especially when it comes to a better
understanding of the reduction or reproduction of
educational inequalities. In our project PARTNER we
analyze routinized conversational practices of parents and
teachers in meetings with parents. Using concepts of doing
family and doing collaboration, we show how the family is
framed and normalized in the conversations. The findings
are discussed from an inequality theory perspective.

Tanja Betz
Eva-Maria Reitz

Nature and outdoor education in Norway: parental
cooperation or parental adaptation with minoritized
parents?
In Norway nature and outdoor education has a status as
what Bourdieu (1930-2002) would term the legitimate
culture. In this paper we problematize how minoritized
parents are positioned in relation to this legitimate culture
in kindergartens. Minoritized parents’ habitus doesn’t
necessarily correspond with dominating practices related

Marcela Montserrat
Fonseca Bustos
Anne-Linn Bang
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to outdoor education in the kindergarten. Through cultural
obedience the parents gain access to this legitimate
culture, and this might be (mis)understood by teachers as
cooperation. In this presentation we challenge such an
understanding and discuss if this rather than cooperating
based on equality and shared perspectives on children’s
upbringing, can be read as parental adaptation, where the
parents are adapting to the kindergartens practice by
accepting rather than acknowledging the legitimate
culture.
Noticing and attending to the invisible lives of early
childhood literacies
The presenters in this panel have responded to the
question: How does the coming together of moving bodies
in places shape or co-constitute literacies? This helps us to
push against a western-centric wordism (Blum, 2015). We
argue that hegemonic and narrow notions of what literacy
is, has the effect of sucking the life out of the multiplicity
and heterogeneity of children’s actual language
productions. Using various ethnographic, arts-informed
and participatory methods, we pay attention to exchanges
between children, between children and adults, and with
the more-than-human world that are constitutive of their
language and literacy practices.
Sustainable futures and school readiness: From selfreflection to collective thinking
This special focus session presents examples of autoethnographic critical reflections of working on projects to
challenge personal and professional perceptions of school
readiness. The session will review examples of approaches
to auto-ethnographic reflection. The examples used to
prompt discussion include critical self-reflections on the
relevance posthuman theories in engaging and nudging
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practice into more progressive directions. The session
invites participants to consider connecting through an
online blog space to share experiences of applying theory
into practice and then using monthly meetings to reflect
collectively on seeking to influence change in different
places.
Birthed from a Black womxn: a nkwaeethnographic
performance of Afro Caribbean-an interactive session
In this performance, I draw on nkwaethnographic,
storytelling, and performative methods (Dillard, 2011;
Madison, 2003, 2011) to tell a story of freedom, liberation,
reconciliation and mentorship. When considering the
tridimensional aspects of my own diasporic genealogy:
Black, the universality of being a part of the larger diaspora
of dispersed African descendants; Afro-Caribbean, being of
a lineage that stems from the diaspora but has its own
particular connection to exploitation, violence,
subjugation, and culture; American/African American,
being of a lineage that likely saw no other land between
the shores of the African coast and the Colonial South of
the United States resulting in another set of particular lived
experience of exploitation, violence, subjugation, and
culture – to liberate, or make oneself whole, requires
exploration of the pain and joy of lives once lived--both our
own life and those whose lives made yours possible.
Finding freedom in your right through self-actualization,
self-identification allows for space to bring such
affordances to our ancestors.
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Meeting at Ponderosa Ballroom for
shuttle bus to UBC Childcare
Centres

Location

Defying deficit: Young children as capable citizens of the
now
Alternative narratives are necessary to respond to the
narrow perspectives of children’s learning and
development that position children as deficit. Drawing
from an Industry Report Defying Deficit: Children as
Capable Citizens of the now (Iorio & Yelland, 2021), that is
focused on rethinking the image of children, families, and
communities as capable, this themed panel offers an
overview of the report and case studies as connections to
reconceptualised practices. The session will include active
audience participation in which the recommendations
from the report become provocations for activating actions
in research, teaching, and policy.
Trusting into Openness yet struggling into an unlikely
collective at a Hispanic Serving Institution in the
USA/Mexico border.
We are settlers—based in a Hispanic Serving Institution
(HSI) at the USA-Mexico frontera where we are working to
articulate a decolonizing project to celebrate and embrace
our differences, social agency, and multiplicity. As part of
our collective autoethnography (Denzin 2014; Reed-
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Danahay 1997; Spry 2009; Espinosa-Dulanto, et. all, in
press) we came together, dis/agreed on a topic, worked
independently, received/gave feedback, and started again
building a plural, organic, vulnerable, and recursive
decolonial space/place. Trusting Fanon’s reminder, the
proposal is to go beyond instrumental and elaborate on
adding layers into our decoloniality project, to include our
personal and professional experiences.
Transforming Early Years Policy in/with local and global
communities: Critical Policy Dialogue across
Time/Space/Methodology
This workshop builds upon collaborative work with a
diverse group of early childhood researchers, advocates,
and practitioners on ways early years policy might be
transformed in the current social-political context. This
work is based on an edited book that emphasizes
mobilizing equity-focused policy agendas for U.S. early
childhood care and education (Nagasawa, Peters, Bloch,
Swadener, fall 2022). Following framing remarks and short
videos featuring project/book collaborators, we raise
issues and share recommendations. Afterward, a hybrid
approach will bring small groups together to add to the
project’s collective dialogue on national and local action
steps, and transnational implications.
De-elevating hierarchies and a fantasy of control:
Children as other in the OSHC sector in Australia
This session challenges notions of adult control in relation
to children’s encounters with the Australian Outside School
Hours Care (OSHC) sector. A sector so often
underestimated and forgotten, OSHC now finds itself
invited to play nicely in negotiations of its role in economic
production and colonial settler ways of being. Through a
philosophical reconceptualization we raise critical
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questions of children’s place, identity and complex
relationalities. Perhaps a humbling de-elevation of
hierarchies may just be the way forward, to open new
spaces for children’s and our own Otherness in the
national and local debates and discourses?
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Stories from Beyond the Fence: Children’s Place-Based
Postcolonial Entanglements
Fences often represent divisions and histories: between
human/non-human species, owned/ communal,
accessible/inaccessible. In this article we explore postcolonial place-based pedagogy focused on the
relationships between fences, non-human species, and
settler Kindergarten children who share the land in and
around Harry Bowes Public School in Stouffville, Ontario,
Canada. Through the children’s storytelling and
photographs of fences in their everyday school
environment, we explore the possibilities for responding to
histories of colonization and the ‘othering’ of non-human
species in local, relational ways. In doing so, we hope to
disrupt existing colonial histories and their daily visual
symbols.
A place of belonging teacher identity and boundary
crossing
Who am I as an immigrant teacher? This simple yet
complex question ignites a philosophical and practical
exploration of identity and place. From childhood to
adulthood, from one part of the world to the other, and
from communism to capitalism and democracy, immigrant
ECE teachers have flown over many boundaries: physical
and metaphorical, external and internal. Within the
methodological framework of critical and collaborative
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autoethnography, and through a boundary-crossing
theoretical lens, teachers gave meaning to collective
experiences of belonging in a new land. The making of
boundary artefacts has enabled connections in the
communities to which teachers belong.
Where we stand: Immigrant teachers’ experiences of inbetweenness in the U.S.
This study emanates from my dissertation study where six
immigrant teachers shared their journey of (be)longing as
they constantly traversed the borderlands in personal and
professional contexts. Centering their stories and
combining our cultural intuitions (Delgado Bernal, 1998),
the poetic testimonio we co-constructed illuminates issues
of discrimination and injustice. The testimonio challenges
the field of early childhood teacher education to take on
the responsibility for creating a space of belonging for
teachers as well as children. As witnessed, my participants
had difficult experiences with race and immigration as well
as becoming early childhood educators in the U.S. context.

Ayesha Rabadi-Raol

Take the Power Back”: The Counter-Stories of Latinx Early
Childhood Teachers
There is a growing racial and ethnic mismatch amongst
young Latinx students and their teachers, which is
concerning given the benefits of racial and ethnic matching
between students and teachers. This study sought to
center and learn from the stories of seasoned Latinx early
educators. How do they verbally portray their stories of
becoming early educators? And what can we learn from
Latinx early childhood teachers’ memoried experiences
and stories? Findings will be presented as counter-stories
and can help inform the recruitment and retention of

Aura Pérez
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Latinx teachers within the field of early childhood
education.
Outdoor Community Learning: Early Educators’
Reflections on Value and Connection to Urbanized Places
in their Teaching Practices
Reconceptualists of theories look into postfoundational
frameworks to interrogate positivist beliefs and challenge
the modernity of standards. An emerging framework
situated within the post-humanist ideas, would be the
Common Worlds framework. With a focus on exploring
urbanized landscapes through the lens of the Common
Worlds, this qualitative study reports findings based on
pedagogical conversations from six early educators of
children in Kindergarten (five-to-six-year-olds) classrooms
across four preschools in Singapore. The findings suggest
that educators’ value places not merely as somewhere
they look-look-see-see but as pedagogical contact zone,
which demonstrate the importance of exploring everyday
places for outdoor-related learning programmes.
World-making with food waste and vermiculture
alongside children in catastrophic times
An ongoing research project with young children and
educators attempts to disrupt child(human)-centric and
colonized thinking around environmental education. We
bring the realities of climate change in-to-sight and frontof-mind by immersing children and educators alongside
food waste and multispecies relations with worms in
vermiculture composting. By centering food waste and
multi-species relations educators can attend to and
respond to the responsibilities of all people, including
children, to live sustainably and make reparations to the
place on which we live, work, and play. In these curriculum
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making scenarios, we offer children opportunities to create
livable worlds alongside more-than-human others.
Steering Committee

Transformative Artistic Collaborations: Making with
Young Children and their Caregivers
Members of an online, international research collaborative
of early childhood art educators and young children share
how our collaborative artmaking experiences inspire
dynamic, reflective, and engaging practices that actively
confront educational prejudices toward young children.
While shared experiences of mothering anchor our early
work, we have grown to include members who are
parents, caregivers, grandparents, stepparents,
alloparents, and non-biological parents. Our work shapes
our pedagogical practice in context: Higher education,
early childhood art education, community-based art
education, intergenerational education, museum
education and schools. We emphasize diversity, inclusion,
and social, environmental, and racial justice in our
discussions of our shared work.
Online Relational Learning Communities by Design
Relationship-based learning in online spaces existed long
before the COVID-19 global pandemic. However, the
pandemic served to propel adult education into technology
mediated spaces, despite skepticism about the possibility
for connection and community in these spaces. This
panel will present a case study examining design elements
that promote socially constructed learning in a fully online
graduate course and a design tour of an online learning
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community that includes resources and professional
development experiences for home based child care
providers. Both of these technology-mediated spaces serve
to connect, support, and elevate the voices of participants
in the online communities.
What does place do in bicultural teaching and learning in
an ECE setting in Aotearoa New Zealand? An exploration
with posthumanist theories and Te Ao Māori.
This presentation explores what place does in Aotearoa
New Zealand, where bicultural teaching and learning are
lived localised ways in ECE settings. As researcher with
Pākehā (New Zealand European) ethnicity and heritage, my
bodymind engages in processes of becoming with
bodyminds of kaiako (educators), tamariki (children), and
the ECE environment. Entangled data are produced from
written observations, videoclips, focus group discussions,
and research conversations. Space, time, and matter
weave together with participants’ thoughts, experiences,
and memories. Posthumanist theories and concepts
encounter te ao Māori theories and concepts while
situated in a colonised society where ECE teaching and
learning are guided by a bicultural curriculum.
Self-(trans)formation for socially just, equitable and
sustainable ECE spaces in a more-than-human world
The paper utilises a poststructural theoretical lens to think
of subject and subjectivity (Bacchi & Goodwin, 2016;
Baxter, 2016; Foucault, 2000) and problematise the
constructions of teacher identity and agency within
neoliberal spaces in New Zealand ECE. Specifically, it
illustrates how the aggressive power of neoliberalism
weakens teacher capacity to see their work, identity and
agency as inevitably relational to, instead of in competition
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and isolation from, others. The paper argues for
(trans)forming the Self ethically to re-align our existence
with collective activism, social justice, equity, and
sustainability, and come together to reaffirm a sense of
community, agency and responsibility for/within spaces we
create and inhabit.
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Tiny Bodies with/in tiny chairs: Infant/Toddler Mealtime
Entanglements
Focusing in on the intra-actions of children’s bodies and
chairs, amidst the mealtime milieu of dishes, foods,
lunchboxes, discourses, adult and child bodies, rules,
expectations, routines, and so on, we engaged new
materialist theories as we sought to make sense of what
these entangled material-discursive events produced.
Expanding into our current work, we are now beginning to
use similar methodologies with infants, reconsidering the
entanglements of babies with/in classroom spaces.
The Challenges of Making Space for Gender Difference in
Early Childhood Classrooms
This paper derives from a larger study, looking at the
enactment of gender-inclusive policies in ECE. Using poststructural lenses, I analyze interviews with policy makers,
professional development providers, principals, and
teachers. I elaborate on one salient finding: Deep-seated
discourses of childhood as passive, innocent, and asexual
are one of the main forces thwarting ECE gender-inclusive
efforts. Educators identify potential pushback from adults
as the main challenge faced when trying to disrupt gender.
On the other hand, assumptions of children as simply
“pure and curious beings” let slide what would otherwise
be evident instances of children’s resistances.
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Cruising Appalachia with Mom: Queering Tweens,
Families and Rural Communities in Pennsylvania
In this performance, I draw on queer/trans ethnographic
storytelling and performative methods (Muñoz, 2019) to
tell unfinished stories of how queer/trans children and
youth in rural Pennsylvania attempt to re-imagine their
current lives and hoped-for futures in the midst haunted
anti-genderqueer, White supremacist Appalachian
landscapes. Inspired by Reconceptualist queer/trans
storytelling traditions (e.g., Blaise & Taylor, 2012; Silin,
2017; Sullivan & Urraro, 2019), this presentation aims to
illustrate our and other queer/trans family’s stories
of “coming out” in rural Appalachian communities.

Boni L. Richardson

“Hero Narratives” in Trans* Children’s Picture Books
While much children’s literature involves traditional
“heroes,” we have identified a new kind of hero- medical
professionals that support transgender children. Our study
analyzes the “hero narrative” in children’s picture books:
characters who possess the authority to allow children to
transition to their authentic selves. The “hero’s”
knowledge leads to normalization and acceptance and
creates a path from isolation to belonging. We hope that
inclusion of texts involving trustworthy heroes will validate
the experiences of trans students, increase support and
justice, serve as a means to initiate difficult conversations
with children, and advocate for gender inclusive curricula.

Ashley Lauren Sullivan
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Spy Girls Aren’t Nice
Spy Girls are not Nice”, is an ethnographic study based in a
first-grade classroom in rural China. The author focuses on
performances (Butler, 1990) of rural Chinese girlhood and
analyzes how a focal group of girls, who she has come to
call the “Spy Girls,” sanctioned and frequently used
physical force against classmates, most frequently boys.
More specifically, this study explores what “nice girls”
means in the context and how both national policies and
localized social practices affected girls’ subject formation
before and during the pandemic. The author documented
many instances of girls being rewarded for academic
achievement in ways that supported important school
recognition and future opportunities and that sanctioned
their domineering and aggressive behavior against their
male classmates. Ironically, as the Covid-19 pandemic
unfolded and the policy of social isolation was issued,
these girls had to manage the fact that they then became
victims of violence, rather than instigators.
Creating Equity with Unequal Discourse
We explore the metaphorical framing commonly used in
describing young people in our schools from African
American, immigrant, Indigenous and other backgrounds
which have been associated with lower rates of academic
success. It explores the historical background of today’s
imagery, starting with the tenets of human capital theory
as it developed in the post-WWII years. Human capital
theory led to concern with students from these
backgrounds as threats to the nation’s status as a world
economic leader. We believe that this era started a
tendency to see/describe these young people in negative
terms which persists to this day.
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Creating a place for grieving in an academic space
In this presentation, three teacher educators from diverse
backgrounds, share their journey into deep critical selfexamination of personal and collective grief in the face of a
pandemic using pláticas. Using Paulo Freire’s framework of
conscientization or critical consciousness, the authors
examine the disparate expression and experience of grief
within the context of a pandemic, isolation, quarantine,
travel bans, diasporic grieving, politics, misinformation,
and global death and devastation. “Pláticando has been a
pivotal and necessary component of traversing academic
spaces that has allowed us to weave the personal and
academic.” (Fierros & Bernal, 2016. p. 68)

Vejoya Viren
Freyca Calderon

In (place) or out (of place)?” Religion in Norwegian
preschools
In this paper I explore what kind of place religion has in
Norwegian preschool pedagogy. The study is based on a
quantitative survey, and the findings are analyzed using a
thematic analysis inspired by Johannessen, Rafoss &
Rasmussen (2018). In the discussion of the findings newer
research on religion in Norwegian preschools will be
discussed in light of postcolonial perspectives (Cannella &
Viruru, 2004, Gandhi, 1998; Young, 2003), and mainly the
works of Frantz Fanon (1952, 1959, 1963). Religion as part
of an everyday pedagogy in Norwegian preschools in not
heavily researched. Thus, my study aims to increase
research on this topic.

Kjartan Belseth
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The Decommodification of Early Childhood Education:
Resisting Neoliberalism
Neoliberal discourses have profoundly affected early
childhood education and care (ECEC) worldwide. ECEC has
been turned into a commodity, where economic
imperatives and principles of competition and choice have
replaced broader notions of the purpose of education as a
site for democratic participation. The Decommodification
of Early Childhood Education and Care: Resisting
Neoliberalism provides alternative understandings of policy
and practice by documenting case studies that vividly
portray resistance to children as human capital, to the
consumentality of parents, and to the alienation of the
early childhood workforce.
5:15pm5:30pm
5:30pm –
7:00pm

Michel Vandenbroeck
Joanne Lehrer

Break
Plenary

Ponderosa Ballroom
Reconceptualising ‘Being’, ‘Together’, ‘Place’ and
‘Pedagogies’ in Aotearoa New Zealand
This panel weaves diverse narratives and analyses of ECCE
teacher educators in Aotearoa New Zealand whose
experiences over the past two and half years challenge
notions of place. The panel offers micro-struggles with
macro-implications, and narratives of hope, resistance, and
witnessing where teacher educators and student teachers
in early childhood education thrive. In the papers, we
trouble assumptions of identity, relationship, agency,
creativity and the commitment of communities. We ask
questions about place: What places were these narratives
and stories made in? What do these places mean? How to
conceptualise them? And, What politics and ethics become
visible in these narratives? Furthermore, we are concerned
with: Which voices are heard, and which are invisible?
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What identities are produced? And, finally: What does this
place means for us, teacher educators?

Sunday 26 June 2022
Time
9:00am10:30am

10:30am11:00am

Session
Plenary

Organisers/Presentations
Decentering Discourses, Reimagining Spaces for Dialogue
and Transformation in Early Childhood Education
Due to the restrictions related to COVID-19, the use of
virtual platforms to participate in meetings, webinars,
workshops, and conferences has become increasingly
common. The Collective, a group of graduate students,
educators, researchers and advocates in early childhood
studies, will share their experience of co-creating an online
space of exchange during these unprecedented times. Our
presentation will contribute to reimagining alternative
ways of conferencing and also invite others to think with us
and join us on this journey that seeks to contribute to the
necessary and ongoing expansion of different ways of
thinking around early childhood studies.

Break

Presenters
Laurel Donison, Aurea
Vericat, Harini
Rajagopal, Veronica
Maclean

Room No
Ponderosa Ballroom
Session Chair:
Aurea Vericat

Ponderosa Ballroom

CONCURRENT
SESSIONS 11:00am12:30pm
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11.00am12.30pm

Session 1: Panel

Session 2: Panel

Studio as Place: Un-Making Myths about Children and
Early Childhood Art Education
Using the lens of the art studio as a place of possibility and
complexity, this session explores ways we can challenge
assumptions and myths about young children and early
childhood art education. By sharing experiences as
teachers/researchers, panelists conceptualize the studio as
place and offer evidence of children’s agency and
participation among and with objects, materials, and
others.This session aims to provide a view of artmaking
experiences and encounters that foster the studio as a
relational place to construct new understandings of
children’s capabilities and to reimagine the cultural
identity of young learners.
Decolonizing Pedagogies of Place: Pedagogists, Desire
Paths and a Pandemic
Pedagogical practices influence and are influenced by
context. UBC Child Care’s current context includes the
Canadian history of colonization, unprecedented climate
events and a global pandemic alongside day-to-day living in
our physical place. The presentations in this panel each
examine aspects of place including decolonized
understandings of the ancestral and traditional homelands
of the hən̓ q̓əmin̓ əm̓ speaking xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam)
people, the implications of desire paths on the physical
landscape and the pedagogical possibilities created when
child care occurs primarily outdoors.
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Relevant Social Justice Informed Mathematics Fieldtrips:
Preparing Preservice Early Childhood Teachers for an
Uncertain Future
Teaching mathematics for social justice is a rich research
area in which field trips have been under examined. The
paucity of literature on math-based field trips for social
justice, specifically, warrants further investigation. This
action research study aims to improve our practice of
empowering early childhood preservice teachers to design
math-based field trips to enhance student awareness of
social justice issues. Research questions include: 1) How
can teacher educators inspire social change within math
education via the preparation of future elementary
teachers using math-based field trips? 2) What are
preservice teachers’ perceptions of designing socially just
math lessons using fieldtrips?

Leanna Lucero
Angela Owens

Critical perspectives on the representations of “Cultures”
in multicultural education for children in South Korea
In Korea, multicultural education for children has been
officially implemented. With recognizing the importance,
many institutions such as the Ministry of Education have
published guidebooks for multicultural education.
Although the teaching materials support the diversity of
cultures, cultures are generally used to describe the
tradition of the population and are represented in a
monolithic and static way. Until now Korean researchers
reviewed the contents or strategies in the material for
multicultural education but how the ‘cultures’ are
represented did not get attention. This research will
critically see the way of representing cultures with the
view of cultures as socio-culturally constructed.

Hyejin Jang
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This, to me, is where the magic begins”: learning with/in
places, lands, and waters in early childhood teacher
education
This presentation addresses decolonizing early childhood
education by describing the alignment of two
undergraduate courses offered each fall in a teachereducation program, Environments for Early Learning and
Early Literacy Foundations. These courses were grounded
in place-based, and land-based pedagogies, and worlding
pedagogies. The courses were designed to model how
teachers can develop ECE curriculum with young children’s
familial and place-specific ways of knowing, doing, and
being, while also providing frameworks for understanding
Indigenous people’s ongoing histories on and with these
places. This presentation summarizes our orientations and
practices and learnings.
When Place is a Contested Space: Reconceptualizing Irish
Travellers within a Critical Race Theory paradigm
Irish Travellers are a small indigenous ethnic group with a
nomadic tradition. They have been vilified for their
nomadism and non-ownership of place and space within
Irish society. The othering of Travellers and individual and
structural discrimination blights Traveller children’s lives in
Ireland. Drawing on Brayboy’s (2006) Tribal Critical Race
Theory (TribalCrit), in this paper I outline the possible
contours for a TravellerCrit approach and its relevance for
an early childhood transformative pedagogy.
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Portal-time and wanderlines: What does virusing-with
make possible in childhood research?’
This paper mobilises virusing-with as a concept that
disrupts and reformulates ways to undertake research that
(re)conceptualises the child. Inspired by Manning’s work
into the child of the wanderline, we explore multiple
wanderlines through research processes. Through the
curation of threshold events, we think-do qualitative
research that pushes ideas and practices about childhood
in directions that attend to agentic relationalities between
the human, non-human and more-than-human. Practices
of virusing-with in portal time provides space for cominginto-relations of differences as an ecology of practice that
shapes how educational research might be conceptualised
and practiced in times of precarity.

Ann Merete Otterstad,
Jayne Osgood, Camilla
Eline Andersen

Blurring Liminalities: Pandemic affordances resituating
power in early childhood education research
Between 2019-2022, I led three funded educational
research projects in Europe, focused on an arts programme
and an outdoor science project in primary schools and
kindergartens, and the social impact of a nursery school.
Each project positioned teachers of young children as
research team members co-constructing enquiry in their
settings and schools by collecting, analysing and reporting
findings. This paper is an auto-ethnographic report of my
lived experiences of the challenges and opportunities that
presented while working with teachers as researchers
during the pandemic.

Jane Murray
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A pedagogy of mindful compassion
Caring democracy has been proposed as a way of engaging
in caring relations that supports the wellbeing of humans
and more-than-humans in ways that are just and equitable.
Mindfulness and compassion are interconnected concepts
which support the ability to identify and respond to issues
of injustice and inequity with care and consideration.
Mindful compassion, manifesting as caring force with
elements of tenderness and strength, contributes to the
ability to engage in caring democracy and act in response
to issues of justice related to humans and the more-thanhuman world.

Justine O’Hara-Gregan

Everyone involved is heard and taken seriously: Exploring
the ‘situation’ from multiple perspectives: children,
families, pedagogues, and more than human
In the Situational Approach in German ECEC, an in-depth
exploration of the ‘situation’ is a first step in the
pedagogical planning cycle. For this paper, I want to
include the ‘more-than-human’ perspective into the multiperspective analysis of a new research project concerning
participation in ECEC. The Grounded Theory-based method
Situational Analysis is used for the analysis process. This
enables us to bring the human and ‘more-than-human’
perspectives into a dialogue and discover boundaries,
restrictions, or functioning power dynamics. In addition,
this creates new ways of understanding the situation.

Katrin Macha

Fostering “Ordinary Notes of Care” in First-Grade:
Thinking with The Wake in Early Childhood
In this paper presentation, the author describes the
imperative for teaching in early childhood classrooms with
a race conscious approach. Data from a collaborative

Oona FontanellaNothom
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teacher-researcher study in a first-grade classroom is
brought together with the theory of the wake (Shape,
2016). Specifically, the theoretical concept of “ordinary
notes of care” is brought together with first graders
conversation, dialogue, and written work to provide
insights about how “care” can be reconceptualized in how
learning and talk about race with children.
Seen and unseen: Common worlding with children and
stolen land
Drawing from the article, The grass is moving but there is
no wind: Common worlding with elf/child relations (Molloy
Murphy, 2021), this work examines young children’s
attunement to vibrant land presences and forces as a
relational practice of “becoming witness” (Rose & van
Dooren, 2017). In this study, children demonstrated that
walking and storytelling in attunement with stolen land
and the often-unseen worlds of the more-than-human are
potential approaches to (a) disrupting the colonial gaze, (b)
becoming witness to the effects of ongoing settler
colonialism, and (c) generating care and repair for severed
ties of kinship.
12:30pm1:15pm

1:15pm2:45pm

Angela Molloy Murphy

Lunch
CONCURRENT
SESSIONS: 1:15-2:45
pm
Session 1: Panel

Ponderosa Ballroom

ECEC Narratives of Change in "Canada": Stitching the
Patchwork with Hope and Desire
This panel presentation engages with longstanding and
emerging Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
narratives of change in what is currently called Canada. As
a federal colonial state with fragmented education and

47

Emily Ashton, Pam
Whitty, Mari Pighini,
Alexandra Paquette,
Christine Massing,
Esther Maeers, Patricia

Ponderosa 1011
Session Chair: Rachel Langford

Session 2: Panel

Session 3: Individual
papers

care systems, change has and continues to occur unevenly
at multiscale levels and partnerships. It is stories of
change-happening — of change-in-movement — that we
think-with in this session. It can be intermittent, erratic,
and contradictory, yet simultaneously persistent,
relational, and relentlessly hopeful. We are interested in
how change happens with regards to policy, pedagogy,
advocacy and scholarship, and how ECEC is refigured as a
“place” of change in an ongoing global pandemic.

Lirette, Jane Hewes, Iris
Berger

Multilingual Children in Global Contexts: Virtual and
Classroom Based Learning in South Korea and the United
States
This session brings together three research studies of
multilingual children's educational experiences (online and
classroom-based) in Korea and the United States. Using
ethnographic methods and critical social perspectives we
interrogate taken for granted assumptions of learning
spaces, environments, and modes (in-person and virtual)
to understand how educational possibilities are realized for
multilingual children in a global context.
Places of Resistance: Heterotopias in Arts & Elementary
Education
As teacher education programs rethink education in the
midst of a global pandemic, how can we recover what
we’ve lost? What would elementary education spaces look
like if materials and environment mattered and were
supported in classrooms rather than pedagogies driven by
state standards and assessment agendas? In this
presentation, we locate an undergraduate course as
heterotopic; a site where instructors, students, materials,
and discourses collide to provoke relationships that lend
themselves to thinking differently about children’s

Yeojoo Yoon, Kiyomi
Masamune, Frances
Bose
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classroom experiences. We see arts-based, material
practices as vehicles for cultivating heterotopic places of
resistance that disrupt over-determined boundaries of
school and schooling.
Encounters with Public Art: Unsettling Coloniality, Place
and Education
To engage with the human and more than human complex
relations with place during the adapted remote learning
imposed by the COVID pandemic, this project took early
childhood students to public spaces. In artful conversation
with self-selected public art pieces students critically
situated themselves within the oppressive legacy of
modernity/coloniality, sought out the suppressed histories
and stories of Indigenous people and the unceded lands
housing the piece. From playful bears ironically signaling
urban encroachment on animal habit to an Indigenous
sculpture honoring the missed and murdered women from
the Vancouver downtown eastside placed at the police
headquarters, these artful encounters pointed towards an
enactment of publicness, interrupting the absent or
business as usual place relations framed by
modernity/coloniality.

Elaine Beltran-Sellitti,
Tahmina Shayan

“Well, this is different, right?”: Re-performing and
Scripting Ethnographic Data as Non-Representational
Method in an Early Childhood Performance Arts
Classrooms
In my developing research with young girls in dance and
theater classes, I attend to the layering of multi-modal
ethnographic methods that generate multiple meanings
and insights beyond the textual. This paper performs an
exploration of theatrically scripting data from a focus

Julie Snyder
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group interview with young girls in a musical theatre
classroom. I argue that the insights generated by this
creative approach to data - in both creation of and reengaging with the scripted performance - shifts research
towards embodied and non-representational readings and
meanings of the lived experiences of girl informants in the
spaces of performative arts classrooms.
Literature Discussions with Emergent
Bi/pluri/multilingual Children
This classroom-based case study examines how
bi/pluri/multilingual second graders and their teacher use
hybrid language practices and cultural-experiential
knowledge to make meeting during nine literature
discussions and how they grapple to understand one text
about a child migrant farmworker. Culturally sustaining
pedagogy, translanguaging theory, and critical literacy
frame data analysis. The teacher and children coconstructed a linguistically dynamic discussion space.
Preliminary findings also suggest that the teacher’s choice
to shift authority to the children for much of the
discussions provided children with multiple opportunities
to attempt to make sense of injustice, which promoted and
hindered their critical analysis.
“Cause I’m hungry”: Answerability and humanization in
dramatic read-alouds with preschoolers
Over a year and a half, the researcher read numerous
books with a class of preschoolers and together, they coconstructed dramatic inquiry practices that enabled them
to explore “shared inquiry into human questions”
(Edmiston, 2008, p. 75). The opportunities for these
“human questions” were particularly rich during moments
focusing on hunger/food events. This presentation argues
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that approaching their reading through dramatic inquiry
rather than through more traditional, passive read-aloud
practices, required the participants to engage with each
other in role—to be answerable to each other—in
increasingly human ways, even when playing nonhuman
characters.
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Intergenerational food literacy: Building food literacy and
sovereignty from household to continent
Appreciative participatory action research brings together
young children and elders to forage, store, prepare and
cultivate indigenous food and medicinal plants in multiple
locations with diverse participants, local initiatives and
groups. Intergenerational collaborative action for food
literacy and sovereignty re-imagines ‘early childhood’ to
co-create flourishing sociabilities on a habitable planet.
Hunger and unequal food access in the wake of COVID,
climate change, conflict and the capture of food systems
by multi-national corporations is deeply entrenched in
capitalism and colonial thinking. The relational theoretical
framework links the labours of plants with the labours of
people, drawing on ubuntu philosophy and other
indigenous knowledge systems.
Cultivating pedagogical memories in Racar: Remembering
and re-composing relations with place
This presentation seeks to encounter place, as situated and
transformative, through the cultivation of pedagogical
memory. These memories are situated at Santana, a school
in a small rural town called Racar in the Ecuadorian Andes.
Drawing on pedagogical documentation, we offer a series
of micro-moments from our time(s) at Santana that speak
to our emerging collective pedagogical memory. Tracing
the movements and impermanence of these memories, we
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attune to what remains sticky, what falls beneath mention
or fades away (and where does it go?) and what continues
to mark us.
Thinking Zoom temporalities, place(s), and bodies with
postdevelopmental pedagogies
Not allowing Zoom the comfort of being merely a digital
‘interface’, this presentation asks how we might think
postdevelopmental pedagogies with Zoom. We consider
how Zoom disrupts existing logics in early childhood
studies, pulling us into unfamiliar pedagogical terrain while
we work to foreground our pedagogical accountabilities
amid capitalism, child development, anthropocentrism,
ongoing settler colonialism, and the strangeness of viral
life. With provocations of how temporalities, places, and
bodies happen with Zoom, we foreground how thinking
pedagogically with Zoom makes dominant educational
logics stumble, advancing questions that reconfigure how
we think postdevelopmental pedagogies in post-secondary
and early childhood classrooms.

Angela Oulton, Nicole
Land, Franca Saveria
Tarantino

The possibilities of place, what is our dream for Aotearoa
New Zealand?
This session draws on two vignettes from a doctoral case
study to demonstrate how critical pedagogy (Freire,
1970/2018; Giroux, 2020; Kincheloe, 2008; McLaren, 2015)
can support young children to engage more critically with
the place they are living in. Different groups of children
were asked the same question: what is their dream for this
place? Their responses, and the investigations they
conduct regarding those dreams, help them to envision the
place they are living in now through the lens of the future.

Raella Kahuroa
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This envisioning includes taking action now, to help realise
this future in some way.

Session 6: Individual
papers

Uncommoning the field guide: An invitation to be with
place
The Uncommon Field guide is the result of doctoral
research about climate change and early childhood
education. From the practice of neighbourhood walks with
children, we notice: We discuss what we notice. What we
choose to notice and discuss is a learned behaviour. A
drain cover, dead grasshopper and cigarette butt are
noticed and part of place. Perhaps, if the guides we create
with children focused on the realities of shared place we
could interrupt human habits that separate us from
nature? Restorying place through the experiences of early
childhood educators and children is a humble invitation to
coexist differently.
Exploring child agency: Addressing the melancholic
residue of familial and colonial dispossession and the
potential of radical performativity
My goal is to explicate the melancholic sequelae of
malignant familial and societal events, including
particularly he effects of colonization, and to ponder what
might enable a child to nurture a capacity for imagining self
as agentic and creative or even as deserving of the right to
exist. I will conclude by exploring the potential of Judith
Butler’s notions of radical performativity and mutual
interdependence to redress this suffering and to open up
lives of possibility and agency for children, particularly
those whose lives are impinged by precarity.
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(Re)mapping discursive spatial practices for marginalized
children’s lived spaces
This study attempts to uncover discursive children’s spatial
practices underpinning the immediate-to-distant approach
in the early childhood education curriculum. To teach
children’s spatial awareness, the immediate-to-distant
approach with a long history, which starts from children’s
home to school extends into a larger community has been
predominantly employed in early childhood education. In
the process, home becomes the very starting point. This
study examines how home would be addressed and whose
home is represented in early learning standards. Drawing
on spatial theories and curriculum theories, this study
unfolds how discursive spatial practices in the curriculum
overlook and exclude diverse other children’s lives.

Jinhee Kim

Paradigmatic Discourses: Reconceptualizing the Role of
the Critical Paradigm & Revisiting the Image of the Child
as a Social Agent
This chapter utilises critical discourse analysis and
represents a general evaluation of the modern,
constructivist, postmodern, critical paradigms as well as
addresses their use of pedagogical terminologies. Each
paradigm’s theoretical analysis is followed by a critical
reflection and the practical examples to elucidate the
drawbacks of the paradigmatic disposition. Attuning to the
multidimensional theoretical use of pedagogical terms, we
argue that those theoretical inconsistencies create
opportunities for practical uncertainty where the concept
of the competent child is substituted by the concept of the
child with competencies. Therefore, we believe it is
paramount for educators to engage in critically reflective

Darya (Dasha) Shalimo
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discourses that lead to re-examining of their pedagogical
practices.
Radical Uncertainty and the Experiences of Young
Homeless Children in School
This investigation explores how 40 preschool-aged children
experiencing homelessness experience school and
relationships with their teachers. Findings will be placed in
conversation with and considered through the conference
theme of radical uncertainty. This study is embedded in a
larger multi-year ethnographic investigation of one
preschool program designed to serve young children
experiencing homelessness. In the classroom environment,
the opportunity to interact with non-parental adults and
peers seemed to have the potential to buffer these
children from the negative effects of homeless or to
exacerbate them. Specifically, school experiences
appeared to foster positive impacts when they increased
children’s sense of self-worth, allowed them some control
over their lives, and nurtured a sense of academic efficacy.
2:45pm3:15pm

3:15pm4:45pm
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Understanding The Online Teaching Experiences of
Preservice Teachers During Pandemic
The study aimed to investigate online teaching experiences
of three preservice teachers during the pandemic while
they were taking two courses with the author. Data from
the courses included 1) family interview reflection paper,
2) lesson reflection papers, 3) video records of teachings,
and 4) organized documentation, and they were analyzed
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using constant comparative analysis. The study findings
indicated that the preservice teachers confronted different
challenges, whereas this unique experience has also
allowed them to employ different strategies (modeling,
child-centered approach, and patience) to overcome the
challenges, which reflected their pedagogical resilience.

A Time for Reckoning: Technology Segregation in a Global
Pandemic
This research is focused on technology segregation and
important differences between BIPOC and white middle
class young children’s access during the pandemic. It is part
of a larger study on Anti-Racist Pedagogical classroom
practices where I interviewed 6 local early childhood
educators and observed their classrooms (and then
transitioned online). The findings showed that BIPOC low
income students suffered more learning loss with their
issues of online learning than their white counterparts. It
delves into present day technology segregation within a
global health pandemic and reveals many levels of
structural racism that need to be interrupted and
disrupted.

Miriam Tager

Revisiting Places and Experiences of Transition After
Pandemic Learning Changes
During the pandemic physical and psychological needs of
learning and schooling were forced to overlap with home
and family spaces due to emergency home-schooling.
When uses and needs overlap spaces of transition are
created. This paper explores the physical/psychological
phenomena of spaces of transition being used to facilitate
movement between places and between experiences.

Melody Minhorst
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Comparing uses of intentionally created and accidentally
formed spaces of transition using the lens of place-based
pedagogy, this paper offers a unique perspective for postpandemic pedagogical design and development.
Learning to land: cultivating a sense of ‘the commons’
with early childhood urban park and cosmos relations on
Chekonein family territory
Sharing pedagogical moments from two unique early
childhood classroom inquiries, this panel traces messy
encounters on stolen land to reconfigure urban park, child,
and cosmos relations. Taking a common worlding approach
to childhood as political, heterogeneous, and inextricably
bound up with situated histories and webs of more-thanhuman entanglements that co-constitute
place, it highlights challenges and possibilities in working
together without erasing the incommensurabilities that
continue to shape place relations on Chekonein family
territory. What happens if we understand ‘land’ as a verb,
one demanding we locate ourselves within the uneven,
collective project of everyday place-making? What
subjectivities might we promote in the process?
Animacy, event, place and duration: New images of
thought in the study of children’s drawings
What would happen if we approached the situated
realities of children’s drawings with Deleuze’s insistence of
taking an empirical phenomenon for what it is, the
differences that it lays out, not for how it appears to us,
and the resemblances it carries with existing criteria? The
four papers presented as part of this panel approach
children’s drawings as situated, constituted by the
relational and material forces of place, through more-thanhuman ontologies. The presenters examine how drawing
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comes to matter in children’s lives, and how such
matterings could be supported pedagogically, existentially,
and aesthetically in more care-ful ways within early
childhood settings.
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Playing with the politics of play: A scoping review
Normalized versions of play have been contested since the
late 20th century, but seemingly no reviews of this work
exist. This scoping review of peer reviewed journal articles
(2009-2019) assesses the extent, scope and nature of
research that conceptualizes play from outside the child
development paradigm using critical and post theoretical
perspectives. Findings present characteristics of the
literature (changes over time, theoretical perspectives,
research methodologies) and five themes that emerged:
defining/conceptualizing play; play environments; the
playing child; the work of teachers in play, and policy
mandates. It concludes by identifying silences, gaps, and
where there is room for more.

Susan Grieshaber
Sally Barnes

Architecting place through the affective process of play
This paper presents findings from an ethnographic study
on Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) in Canada. I reimagine the methodological and pedagogical potential of
children’s play and show how affective relations are at the
centre of the play-process and thus learning with and in
place. Within this paper, I want to orient toward an
understanding of play as an architectural procedure that
bares creative potential. Furthermore, I think about how
researchers might architect new methods of research, and
examine how these methods contextually operate to make
place.

Nikki Rotas
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Imaginative Play in Muslim Cultural Contexts: A Multi-Site
Design Experiment
Our paper explores how children engage in imaginary play
and how mothers support play in four different Muslim
communities. Framed by sociocultural theory, this multisite design experiment was organized around a
collaboratively-designed playgroup program featuring
stories from Muslim traditions, which was offered to
children 1 to 7 years old and their mothers. Through
observation and interviewing, we examined how research
participants engaged in play and how they altered and
refined the playgroup to meet their needs. This study
contributes to ECE literature by centering the voices of
Muslim children, mothers, and researchers and offering
new insights into play.
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